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THE EYES OF THE NAKED 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Amid the chaos, he’d fled on foot from the crime scene. He ran under the cover of night, his 
escape aided by a series of broken streetlamps. He’d come away with nothing save the clothes 
on his back – and now his son. 
 
After becoming embroiled in a robbery, Nakedi Solomon flees to Mthatha, taking his boy 
with him – without his ex-wife’s knowledge. 
 
But the Eastern Cape offers no refuge: his young brother has run away from home, possibly 
to a suspicious circumcision school. 
 
Drawn into the hunt for his sibling while he evades the law, Nakedi will smash into his 
history, and the norms of society and culture, to ask: What does it mean to be a man? To be 
a father? 
 
On this unexpected journey, a new consciousness awakens inside him. 

Publication:                   October 2019 
Publisher:                       Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Litha Hermanus has worked as an international cabin attendant, a language teacher, and 
a radio producer and co-presenter. He is currently a development consultant at the 
Embassy of Japan. Hermanus achieved his MFA at the University of the Witwatersrand. 
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THE AFTERMATH 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A compulsive novel that is funny and charming and also deeply moving.  
 
Twenty-six years is a long time not to be alive.  
 
Since The Accident that ruined her life, Catherine has lived on autopilot, going through the 
motions of work and motherhood without being fully present. Trying to fill the gap, her 
daughter, Julia, is looking for love in all the wrong places, and wreaking havoc on the lives that 
she touches along the way.  
 
Now that Julia is an adult, facing her own challenges, it might be time for her and her mother 
to unravel the demons that they have lived with since the accident.  
 
THE ACCIDENT is told from four points of view: Julia; her mother, Catherine; her lover, Daniel, 
and Daniel’s wife, Claire. 

 
Publication:                   May 2021.  March 2019 in SA as THE ACCIDENT 
Publisher:                       Pan Macmillan, Southern Africa; Lake Union, World. 
Rights Available:        Film rights available 

 

 
 
 
 

Gail Schimmel is the author of five novels: Marriage Vows (2008), Whatever Happened to the 
Cowley Twins? (2013) The Park (2017), The Accident (2019) and the forthcoming Two Months 
(2020). Gail has only ever wanted to be a writer, but she also has a day job and is trained as an 
attorney specialising in advertising law. Gail lives in Johannesburg with her family. 
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TWO MONTHS 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

A page-turner of a commercial thriller for lovers of BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP and GIRL ON 
A TRAIN.  

 
When Erica wakes up to discover that she can’t remember the last two months of her life, 
she wants to know what she’s missed. She soon realises that she’s lost more than two 

months.  
 
What Erica doesn’t know: 
- Why her Facebook and WhatsApp histories have been scrubbed 

- Why she’s lost her job 

- Why her friends won’t speak to her anymore 

What Erica knows: 

- Her darling husband Kenneth, the love of her life, is lying to her. 

As Erica starts to put together the clues and pieces, a picture emerges of what has 
happened. A picture that is fatally flawed. 

 
Publication:                   2020 
Publisher:                       Pan Macmillan, South Africa 
Rights Available:        Film Rights are Available 

 
 
 
 

Gail Schimmel is the author of five novels: Marriage Vows (2008), Whatever Happened to 
the Cowley Twins? (2013) and The Park (2017). And The Accident (2019). Gail has only ever 
wanted to be a writer, but she also has a day job and is trained as an attorney specialising 
in advertising law. Gail lives in Johannesburg with her family. 
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DUE SOUTH OF COPENHAGEN 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Editor of his town’s local newspaper, Maximilian Fritz is a lonely bachelor held back by old 
secrets. When he receives a letter informing him that his old school friend Karl Udengaard, 
recently committed suicide at home in Denmark, memories Max has kept suppressed since his 
time in the South African Border War resurface. 
 
Son of a petrol-station owner in a small Lowveld town, shy Max was bullied by the local pastor’s 
son – until the arrival of an enigmatic boy who called himself a Spartan and believed he was as 
resilient as one too: Karl. Karl taught Max how to toughen up. And it was while spending time 
with the wealthy Udengaards that Max developed a crush on Karl’s beautiful mother, Gunna. But 
after a tragic death in their family, Max’s friendship with Karl would be cut short. 
 
The letter informing Max of his friend’s suicide reveals a secret that has Max recalling the strange 
circumstances under which the Udengaards left town, and the death-bed confession of his uncle, 
the local detective. Max’s complicity in the crimes of the time begins to gnaw at him, and he 
knows he must find a way to assuage his guilt and, finally, free himself. 
 

Publication:                   April 2020 
Publisher:                       Umuzi, an imprint of Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Rights Available:       All rights excluding Southern African 

 

 
 
 
 

Mark Winkler is the author of the critically acclaimed novels An Exceptionally Simple Theory 
(Of Absolutely Everything), Wasted, The Safest Place You Know (shortlisted for the Sunday 
Times Barry Ronge Fiction Prize), and Theo & Flora. His work is also published in the United 
States and France. He lives in Cape Town. 
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IN THE MIDST OF WOLVES 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Nick Creed, expert criminal profiler, hunts down human monsters for a living. 
 
Back in South Africa after working with the FBI, he is haunted by his past mistakes, including 
the death of his fiancée. When a young woman is murdered and dismembered in her 
Johannesburg apartment, Creed’s long-time friend and head of the SAPS’ Investigative 
Psychological Unit, Major Eli Grey, enlists his help in investigating the murder – an attempt 
to save the self-destructing Creed from himself. But not all the Unit’s members welcome his 
involvement, and there are those intent on exposing his secrets. 
 
The young woman’s community are convinced she was the victim of a witch called 
Nomtakhati, but Creed’s hunch points to an angry ex-boyfriend. Who, or what, is really 
behind the murder? Could it be Nomtakhati, who believes Nick Creed is uSatane? 
 
In the Midst of Wolves is a dark psychological thriller about metaphorical demons from the 
past and the living monsters who target the innocent. 

 
Publisher:                      2019 Penguin Random House, South Africa; 2022 Nora Druk, Ukraine 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African and Ukrainian. 

 

 
 
 
 

Kurt Ellis is the author of By Any Means. He is a past winner of the Harry Oppenheimer 
Creative Writing Award, and is currently enrolled in the creative writing master’s 
programme at the University of the Witwatersrand. He lives in Johannesburg with his 
family. 
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RESERVOIR OF LIES 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The O’Connell’s, The Walkers, The Manzis. Three families and a lot of unfinished business. 
 
For fans of SUCCESSION comes this family crime saga from television director Terry Iland. 
 
Chief Nursing Officer Emer O’Connell and long-time boyfriend Detective Inspector Nick Walker announce their 
engagement at her millionaire father Pat and mother Joan's Ruby wedding anniversary party. At the celebration in the 
grounds of their Epping Forest mansion are the family’s friends, relations, and Pat’s cronies past and present from his multi-
national building and construction empire. 
 
At the party, Pat announces his retirement and taps Emer to take over. Having no intention of changing her job, she resents 

her father's presumption and, furious, refuses. Her brother Martin is equally livid, having assumed he would get the top 

position. 

High and raging, Martin sets out for his night club, the Pink Martini. There, he finds his cousin Kevin Grimes, a drug dealer 

who owes him money and a large stash of drugs. Martin bludgeons him to death, then with the help of his brother Daniel 

and his partner Sean, the killing is covered up. 

Kevin is reported missing, and Nick is assigned the case. The investigation tests Nick and Emer's relationship, as does 
antagonism at work and Nick's relationship with his partner, DS Cat Bennett. 
 
Finding Pat's past associations threatening to bring down the business and destroy her relationship with Nick, Emer fights 
back. 

 
Rights Available:      All rights are available 

 
 
 
 
Born in Ireland, Terry Iland moved to London in the 70s and became an actor in theatre and television. He 
worked at The Royal Court, Newcastle Playhouse, Greenwich, Belfast Lyric, Duke's Lancaster and King's 
Head, and on television for Granada, in Fallen Hero and The Ballyskillen Opera House where he was a series 
regular. 
 
Now an award-winning director, Terry has made commercials for international brands, pop promos for high 
profile music acts including Fine Young Cannibals, After the Fire, Icicle Works, and has directed close to 200 
hours of TV and film including dozens of episodes of EastEnders, Casualty, The Bill, Emmerdale, Heartbeat, 
Doctors and other drama for BBC and ITV.  
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LOVES AND MIRACLES OF PISTOLA 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
In a tiny Italian village, life in the 1950s is a daily pageant of small human dramas. There are 
lippy signoras and earthy farmworkers. There is a coffin-maker, a silkworm farmer and those 
who catch frogs for the town’s local delicacy: frog risotto. And then there’s Pistola, a teenage 
boy in love with his second cousin Teresa, a girl destined to marry the village thug. To escape 
his heartache, young Pistola accepts the offer of a lifetime: to travel to South Africa to work 
on the trains. In lively Johannesburg, he and a group of compatriots are trained as stewards 
and taught to speak English – and Afrikaans. It’s not all work, mind you. The Italians set up 
home in Hillbrow and go partying in Sophiatown with the likes of Miriam Makeba. When 
Pistola falls for the spunky Malikah, a political activist, the apartheid police watch every 
breath of their passionate, illicit relationship. 
 
Flash forward a few years, when Pistola must return home to make a decision that will define 
his future. Witty, affectionate and vivid, this coming-of-age novel pays homage to the 110 
young Italian men who were recruited to work on the South African Railways and introduced 
Italian cuisine to the nation. 

 
 
Publisher:                       2020 Penguin Random House, South Africa; 2022 Antares, Armenia 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African and Armenian 

 

 
 
 
 

Hilary Prendini Toffoli is a journalist and author based in Cape Town. Her work 
has appeared in Style, Noseweek, Insig, Financial Mail, Mail & Guardian, 
Business Day, City Press, Sawubona, House & Leisure and Elle Decor. She 
features in the anthology Laughing Through Turmoil, and co-authored the book 
Who’s Really Who in South Africa with Gus Silber. 

 
 

 
  

2 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

 

AUTHOR BIO 



 
 

 
 

AT THE EDGE OF THE DESERT 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
In the Namibian harbour town of Lüdertiz, a liminal space where desert meets ocean, a terrible 
history is made intimate and personal when filmmaker Henry van Wyk must confront a childhood 
tragedy that has moulded his life.  
 
Having returned to his birthplace in an attempt to get his career back on track, Henry struggles 
to complete a documentary he is working on. He whiles away his mornings swimming in a nearby 
tidal pool on Shark Island, and finds himself increasingly drawn to the small town and its romantic 
possibilities.  
 
But the tranquil land hides a bloody history: Shark Island was once the site of a concentration 
camp, and a law firm is suing the German government for their role in the genocide of Namibia’s 
indigenous people.  
 
When Henry begins to interview the survivors’ descendants, their testimonies compel him to 
search the desert for a mass grave.  
 
At the Edge of the Desert is a meditation on loss, isolation and love, which asks us to consider 
the implications of telling someone else’s story.  
 

Publisher:                     Penguin Random House (SA), Al Rabie, Egypt (World Arabic) 
Rights Available:       All rights excluding Southern African and World Arabic 

 

 
 
 
Basil Lawrence won the Amstel Playwright of the Year Award for Modern Eating Habits. 
His first novel, Henry First: A Story of Excess, was published in 2014. He read English at the 
University of the Witwatersrand, and holds a master’s in creative writing from Birkbeck, 
University of London. He lives in London. 
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THE BOY WHO COULD KEEP A SWAN IN 
HIS HEAD 

 

 

 
 
 
 

An evocatively written Bildungsroman. 
 
A homage to the redemptive power and magic of books and stories, and an eloquent 
meditation on life - how we create our own realities and the interconnectedness of things. It 
is as moving as it is funny, balancing moments of great poignancy with humorous and 
indelible characters. 
 
Phen has more than his share of challenges - he is afflicted with a stutter, making him an 
outcast at school, and his father is chronically ill, confined to his bed and relying on an oxygen 
tank to keep him alive.  
 
As Phen navigates these challenges, he is supported in his development and search for 
meaning by a homeless man named Heb 13-2, whom he meets in the park and who shares his 
philosophies and wisdom with the boy. 

 
 

Publisher:                        Penguin Random House (SA), Aseer Al-Kotob Egypt (World Arabic) 
Rights Available:         All rights excluding Southern African and World Arabic 

 
 
 
 

John Hunt is the author of the novel The Space Between the Space Between. 
His book The Art of the Idea, which celebrates the power of ideas to move the 
world forward, has been translated into several languages. In 1993 he was 
intimately involved in Nelson Mandela’s first election campaign. The author 
of a number of television dramas, he was named SA Playwright of the Year 
for Vid Alex, a play exposing censorship during the apartheid years. 
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YOU NEVER REALLY KNOW 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

One lowly barista. One coffee-drinking dictator. John Hunt’s playful and damning satire on 
political power  
 
Meet our young hero Cappuccino – barista to the President – who’s never lived anywhere 
other than in the big man’s compound. Left in the care of Maria-I’m-not-your-mother when 
his real mom died, Cappuccino spent his boyhood in the laundry room before receiving his 
true calling.  
 
From behind his impressive chrome coffee machine, Cappuccino is a fly on a very important 
wall. And, more importantly, he is in love with the captivating Naomi, an assistant to the 
President.  
 
But life is about to serve Cappuccino a bitter cup when he finds the Minister without 
Portfolio – and moral compass to The Boss – dead in the presidential home.  
 
Filled with warm humour, John Hunt’s novel serves up a double shot of pathos as it moves 
from playful satire to true tragedy whilst examining the inner workings of power. 
 

Publisher:                      2021 Umuzi, an Imprint of Penguin Random House South Africa 
Rights Available:       All rights excluding Southern African 

 

 
 
 

John Hunt is the author of the novels The Space Between the Space Between and 
The Boy Who Could Keep a Swan in his Head, a book shortlisted for the Barry Ronge 
Fiction Prize. His book The Art of the Idea, which celebrates the power of ideas to 
move the world forward, has been translated into several languages. He is currently 
Worldwide Creative Chair of advertising agency network tbwa, having previously 
co-founded tbwa\Hunt Lascaris. He grew up in Hillbrow and still lives and works in 
Johannesburg. 
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ASYLUM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shortlisted for Africa’s richest literary prize, the 9Mobile Prize for 
literature 2018, and long listed for the Sunday Times Fiction 
Prize. 
 
Shortlisted for the Guardian Not The Booker Prize 2019. 
 

 
 
 
 

An existential thriller, after the tradition of Camus' L'Etranger, set in a quarantine facility in the 

arid South African Karoo desert. 

With beautifully apocalyptic visions of a country and a world in chaos, ASYLUM tells the story of 
Barry James and his forced incarceration in a TB hospital. 

A suicide attempt, a pretty red-head psychologist with black stockings, a terminally ill man of 30 
resigned to die in captivity. An asylum under the nuclear radiating Karoo sun. A glimpse into the 
heart of some long dead God of human suffering. Escape is the only option, but where to? 

‘A searing vision of an all-too-possible world, where moments of human grace and dreaming 
gleam all the brighter in confinement. With this richly imagined parable, Low emerges as a 
profound and wholly original voice.’ HENRIETTA ROSE-INNES, author of Green Lion and 
Nineveh. 
 
‘Asylum is a forceful and engaging tale that brilliantly blends the real and imagined world and is 
full of sparkling inventions. This page-turner is bound to be the talk of book circles.’ NIQ 
MHLONGO, author of After Tears and Way Back Home. 

 
Publication:                May 2017, Pan MacMillan SA: Africa 
                                      August 2019, Legend Press: World excl. Africa 
                                      2022 Aseer Al-Kotob, Egypt: World Arabic 

  

 

 
 
 
Marcus Low is a Cape Town-based novelist, journalist and health activist. Marcus has an 
MA in creative writing from the University of Cape Town. He has worked as a journalist, 
editing the magazines Equal Treatment and NSP Review, and as policy director at the 
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC), and now edits the public health magazine Spotlight. 
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ISLE 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Claire Robertson is the author of three other literary 
historical novels: The Spiral House, winner of the 
2014 Sunday Times Fiction Prize and a South African 
Literary Award, and shortlisted for the University of 
Johannesburg Debut Prize; The Magistrate of Gower 
shortlisted for the 2016 Sunday Times Fiction Prize; and 
Under Glass shortlisted for the 2018 Sunday Times Fiction 
Prize. 

 
 
 
Claire Robertson’s magisterial new novel is set at two time periods on two islands. In the Middle 
Ages a Moor far from his ancestral Andalusia washes up on a river island inhabited by a sisterhood 
of unmarried women that has organised itself not unlike a convent. Mechthild, a copyist and 
illustrator of religious codices the Renaissance heart of an artist becomes the man’s nurse. She 
jumps at the opportunity to study the anatomy of her patient – for where else can she find a model 
for the Christ on an island of women? In magnificent prose, the reader is invited to witness the 
creation of her masterpiece: a wooden statue of a life-sized Madonna. But townsfolk and Church 
take issue with this setup on the isle, and soon the small freedoms these women have carved out for 
themselves begin to constrict.  
 
In the second time period we’re hurled onto a different island to meet 33-year-old American 
Lieutenant Lily Kinsella and her subordinate, John Burge, sent here to mop up after World War II. 
Kinsella and Burge must trawl through postwar Europe to collect unexploded ordnance and this is 
what brings them here – to an island penitentiary run by Edward Ward, who lives here with his 
seventeen-year-old daughter, Iris. Like the light house on the island, female desire is refracted and 
viewed through the eyes of Kinsella, as well as the sexually innocent Iris, who must make sense of 
her own sexual awakening and her father’s relationship with the strange and damaged Kinsella.  
 
Engaging with all the (historical and contemporary) debates about the position of women in society 
and women’s liberation, Isle is also a masterful rumination on freedom, containment and female 
desire rendered in the dazzling artistry of Robertson’s prose. 
 

Publication:                    March 2021 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:         All rights excluding Southern African 

 
 

 
By the winner of the Sunday Times Fiction Prize 2014 
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THE BLESSED GIRL 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SHORTLISTED FOR THE COMEDY WOMEN IN PRINT PRIZE 
2020 

 
 
 

Blesser n. [pronounced blessa] a person (usually male and married) who sponsors a younger woman 
with luxury gifts or a luxurious lifestyle in exchange for a short- to medium-term sexual relationship. 
 
Blessee n. [pronounced blessi] a person (usually female) who lives a luxurious lifestyle funded by an 
older, sometimes married partner in return for sexual favours. 
 
The beautiful, ambitious, and super-streetsmart Bontle Tau has used her good looks and winning 
charm all her life to get exactly what she wants. The lifestyle doesn’t come cheap, nor does 
maintaining the body that allows it. Luckily, there is no shortage of blessers at her penthouse door, 
eager to give her all the love and (financial) support she needs. Papa Jeff might be overweight and 
getting on a bit, and receiving some unwanted attention from the Criminal Investigation Unit; and 
Teddy might not have fully come through for her on that messed-up tender business; but Mr 
Emmanuel, the Nigerian businessman with deep pockets and the possibility of conferring second 
wife status … could that be love?  
 
Keeping all her boyfriends happy and living a fabulous life is not without its challenges. With so 
many people clamouring for Bontle’s attention – from her shebeen queen mother Gladys in 
Mamelodi, who is taking strain bringing up her teenaged brother, Golokile; to her girlfriends, Iris 
and Tsholo; not to mention her soon-to-be ex-husband, the ever-patient, ever-loving Ntokozo, 
Bontle barely has time to post on Instagram these days. Sooner or later something’s got to give. 

 
Publication:                   2017 Pan Macmillan, South Africa 
                                             2019 Bloomsbury UK, Commonwealth, US, Audio 
Rights Available:         World with Bloomsbury UK 

 
 
 
 

Angela Makholwa lives and works in Johannesburg. The Blessed Girl is 
Angela’s fourth novel, following on from the bestselling Red Ink 

(2007), The 30th Candle (2009) and Black Widow Society (2013).  
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CRITICAL BUT, STABLE 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
No one ever tells you the cost of a perfect life …  
 
The Msibis, the Manamelas and the Jiyas are high-flying married couples who belong to 
the Khula Society, a social club with glitzy benefits.  
 
The wives are smart, successful in their chosen careers, and they lead lifestyles to match 
– jostling for pole position and ‘Keeping up with the Khumalos’. The husbands have had 
their successes and failures, sometimes keeping dubious company, sometimes getting 
to the top of their fields by whatever means necessary.  
 
Beneath the veneer of marital bliss, however, lie many secrets. What will happen to their 
relationships when a devastating event affects all their lives? 
 
 

Publishers:                  Picador Africa (Southern Africa); Lake Union (World) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Angela Makholwa is the much-loved author of gripping psychological 
thrillers and women’s commercial fiction. Her novels – Red Ink, The 
30th Candle, Black Widow Society, and the internationally acclaimed 
The Blessed Girl – are filled with entertaining escapades and the sexual 
misadventures of modern women. 
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THE INSIDE OUT MAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Twisty and mind-bending, it’s Whiplash meets The Talented Mr. Ripley 
 
Bent is a brilliant jazz pianist living gig-to-gig in a dark city of dead-ends. With no family, no 
friends, and plagued by unfinished visions of the past, Bent has resigned himself to a life of 
quiet desolation. Until the night wealthy and eccentric jazz-fan, Leonard Fry, offers Bent a 
Faustian deal. 
 
A deal unlike any other - an opportunity to start fresh, be someone new.  An opportunity to 
swim from the island of his lost life, to question everything he knew about life and death, 
power and futility, and to go beyond the one terrifying boundary from which he can’t be 
sure he’ll ever return … the boundary of his own sanity. 

 
 
Publishers:                  Penguin Random House South Africa (SA); Skyhorse Press (NA) 
 
 
 
 
 
FRED STRYDOM is a screenwriter, director, and novelist. He studied Film and 
Media at the University of Cape Town and was a member of the Cape Comedy 
Collective. Fred has two published novels - his debut the speculative epic THE 
RAFT was followed by psychological thriller THE INSIDE-OUT MAN. Both novels 
have sold internationally and the latter was optioned for the screen by Davids 
Canton Productions. Fred was hired to adapt his novel and is now attached to the 
project as director. 
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SPECULATIVE FICTION 

 2 
Captivating, compelling, and moving 
 
On Day Zero everyone’s memory is wiped clean. No-one remembers anything, or anyone.  
 
A mysterious and oppressive movement called The Renascence comes to power and forces 
people to live in isolated communes and to conform to their ideals. As memories of families and 
past lives start to trickle back, some people begin to question the regime.  
 
Kayle Jenner has questions, and he’s punished just for having them. He escapes from his 
isolated beach commune when the raft he’s strapped to for punishment breaks free. With help 
from the enigmatic Gideon, Kayle sets out to find and rescue his son Andy. 
  
Kayle doesn’t find it odd that the people he meets all have memories that help and guide him. 
Until it becomes clear that some people’s ‘memories’ are not their own.  
 
But Kayle’s are. Kayle definitely remembers Andy. And he’s going to find him. 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
Agent: 
Available Rights: 

AUTHOR BIO 

 

THE RAFT 
 

April 2015. Fall 2015 US 
Penguin Random House SA Umuzi  
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie on behalf of PRH SA 
All rights excepting: 
Southern African: Umuzi, PRH SA.  
North American: Sky Horse Publishing, US 

FRED STRYDOM is a screenwriter, director, and novelist. He studied Film and Media at the 
University of Cape Town and was a member of the Cape Comedy Collective. Fred has two 
published novels - his debut the speculative epic THE RAFT was followed by psychological 
thriller THE INSIDE-OUT MAN. Both novels have sold internationally and the latter was 
optioned for the screen by Davids Canton Productions. Fred was hired to adapt his novel and 
is now attached to the project as director. 

Longlisted for the 2016 Sunday Times Fiction Prize. 
PW starred review: ’Strydom’s debut subverts postapocalyptic fiction with a scathing parable of 

pain and paranoia... Strydom reinvigorates the genre with a suspenseful concept and 
intimately realized characters... this sucker punch of a novel exchanges the traditional Sturm 

und Drang of apocalypse theatrics for internal action that’s even more shocking and seductive, 
leaving readers with a great deal to think about.’ 



 
 

 
 
 

BLOOD STONE 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

All hell breaks loose when Detective Storm van der Merwe’s mom is pushed under a train at 
Paddington Station. Storm must rush to London, even though she’s in the middle of a 
murder investigation: leading South African fashion designer Beebee Bukelwa Babu was 
found dead in a luxury Hermanus hotel. 
 
Drumming up a team to investigate Beebee’s death is proving difficult in a town crippled by 
protest action and in the grip of a menacing charismatic prophet firing up crowds to 
hysteria. Storm soon realises that her mom was a deliberate target. And she is one too. 
 
Meanwhile Storm’s former colleague, the bumbling Andreas Moerdyk, now a PI, is doing his 
best to locate a missing and very valuable red diamond. From the murky streets of London 
to the diamond bourse in Antwerp, from secluded Port Nolloth to Storm’s beloved 
Hermanus, Irna van Zyl’s third crime novel unfolds at a heart-stopping pace. 

Publication:                   March 2020 
Publisher:                       Penguin Random House, South Africa; Antares LTD, Armenia 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African 

 

 
 
 
 
Irna van Zyl is the author of the popular thrillers DEAD IN THE WATER 
and DEATH CUP. She is an award- winning journalist and media 
entrepreneur who headed up the magazines De Kat, Insig and Boeke-
Insig. Before becoming a full-time writer, she was the executive 
director of a leading marketing agency. Irna was awarded the Order of 
Tafelberg for her business achievements. She lives in Cape Town. 
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DEATH CUP 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
When a notorious food blogger drops dead in a fancy Hermanus restaurant right in front of 
Detective Storm van der Merwe, Storm finds herself at the centre of a rotten mess: the 
blogger’s killer meal was laced with death cups, a mushroom more poisonous than even her 
most toxic restaurant review. 
 
But sniffing out the murderer is not Storm’s only task: she must put up former colleague 
Andreas Moerdyk when he quits his job, and to top it all her darling dog is missing. 
Amid frantic preparations for a glitzy awards ceremony to honour the best chefs in the 
country, the killer strikes again – and again. Storm needs to act before yet another deadly 
dish is served. 

 
 
Publication:                    2018 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African 
 
 
 
 
 
Irna van Zyl is the author of the thriller Dead in the Water. She is 
an award- winning journalist and media entrepreneur who 
headed up De Kat, Insig and Boeke-Insig before becoming a full-
time writer. She lives in Cape Town with her partner, two dogs 
and a cat. 
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DEAD IN THE WATER 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Detective Storm van der Merwe is walking her dog on the beach when she makes a gruesome 
discovery: the body of a young journalist – missing a limb. 
For the residents of Grootbaai, corpses are bad for business: thousands of tourists from all 
over the world flock to this coastal town to shark-cage dive with its famous great whites. 
Storm is desperate to investigate the matter, but she’s been banished from the field to a 
dreary back office.  
She’s also carless after a tow-truck driver – an attractive one at that – crashed his truck into 
her Beetle. Meanwhile, in Cape Town, Storm’s former colleague Andreas Moerdyk is having 
problems of his own while investigating the death of a famous Springbok rugby player whose 
car was also hit by a tow truck. 
Is Storm’s car accident in some way related to the sports star’s fatal collision? And is there a 
link between the journalist’s death and stories of abalone poaching in Grootbaai? 
As Storm searches for answers, she realises that everyone’s a suspect and the stakes are 
deadly. 
 
Publication:                    2016 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African 

 
 
 
 
Irna van Zyl is an award-winning journalist, magazine editor and media 
entrepreneur who now writes full time. She also reviews restaurants for her 
column “The Accidental Foodie” and is involved in conservation work at Pearly 
Beach. She made her writing debut in 1995 with a collection of short stories. She 
lives in Cape Town with her partner, two dogs and a cat. Dead in the Water is her 
first  novel. 
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PATAGONIA 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Tertius Pelser: Afrikaner, hapless academic, and potential dinosaur under pressure from all sides 
dreams of escape. When a drunken one-night stand with a student turns into a Facebook 
embarrassment and an altercation, Tertius is convinced the time for escape has come. 
 
Like his great-grandfather Basjan before him, he flees South Africa for Argentina. It is an act of 
desperation, but also of adventure: this is his opportunity to look up his long-lost relations on the 
windswept plains of Patagonia where he might, finally, connect with the earth and make a man of 
himself. 
 
Unknowingly he sets in motion an imitation of his ancestor’s cycle of fleeing, chasing, and being 
chased. Tertius and Basjan’s reasons are similar but different. Both times, there is a woman in pursuit, 
yet their motives could hardly be further apart. Patagonia  makes use of a double time setting, with 
Basjan’s story taking place during 1902–1940 in the Free State and in Patagonia.  
 
The 2015 events occur in Stellenbosch and in the Chabot region of Patagonia, where Afrikaans is 
spoken to this day. 
 
Publication:                    2018 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                               Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:         All rights excepting Southern African 

 
 
 
 
Maya Fowler is a Vancouver-based novelist, editor, and translator. The Elephant in the 
Room, (Kwela 2009) was shortlisted for the Herman Charles Bosman prize. As Jy ń Ster Sien 
Verskiet (‘When You See a Shooting Star’, Tafelberg, 2011) was shortlisted for both the 
Sanlam prize and the MER prize for youth literature. Om Op Eiers te Dans (‘Dancing on 
Eggshells’, Maskew Miller Longman, 2011) won the 2011 Maskew Miller Longman youth 
literature award. Her picture book Tortoise Finds His Home (Book Dash, 2015) won the NDA 
Award for South African ECD Literature. Maya translated Karin Brynard’s multi-award-
winning Afrikaans-language crime novel Plaasmoord into English for the international 
market. 
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LEGAL THRILLER 

2 
Commercial Courtroom Drama now a major motion picture starring Steve Coogan 
 
Leon Labuschagne’s livelihood depends on death. At nineteen, he is a Death Row warder 
at the Maximum Security Prison: a shepherd who cares for the condemned, and a butcher 
who escorts them to the gallows. In the summer of 1987, after thirty-two men were 
hanged in two weeks, Leon loses control, with tragic results. And now he’s the one facing 
the death penalty. 
Only the most precarious line of legal argument stands between Leon and the gallows. 
Chasing a defence, his advocate Johann Weber trawls the deepest recesses of life in the 
twilight world of Death Row, in order to prove the tragic effect multiple executions had 
on his young client. 
“The riveting way in which Chris Marnewick has fused fact and fiction and explored the 
fine line between human frailty and human cruelty, makes Shepherds & 
Butchers unforgettable. It never passes judgment even as it reveals the gruesome nature 
of capital punishment.” Sister Helen Prejean, author of Dead Man Walking.         

Publication: 
Publisher: 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 

AUTHOR BIO 

SHEPHERDS & BUTCHERS 

May 2016  
Penguin Random House SA Umuzi  
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie on behalf of PRH SA 
All rights excepting: 
Southern African: Umuzi, PRH SA  
UK and Commonwealth: Century, PRH UK 

Chris Marnewick works as a senior Advocate and holds law degrees from Unisa, 
Potchestroom, and the University of Natal. He is the winner of the University of 
Johannesburg Prize and the K Sello Duiker Memorial Award. By the same author: 
THE SOLDIER WHO SAID NO (2010); A SAILOR’S HONOUR (2011). 



 
 

GENERAL FICTION 

2 Sometimes what you find is not what you were looking for. 
 
When botanist Maddy Bellani is asked to travel to Brazil to collect rare seeds from a plant that 
could cure cancer, she reluctantly agrees. Securing the seeds would be a coup for the seed bank 
in Cape Town where she works, but Brazil is the country of her birth and home to her estranged 
father. 
  
Her mission is challenging, despite the help of alluring local plant expert Zé. The plant specimen 
is elusive, its seeds guarded by a sect wary of outsiders. Maddy must also find her way in a world 
influenced by unscrupulous pharmaceutical companies and the selfish motives of others. 
  
Entrancing and richly imagined, The Seed Thief is a modern love story with an ancient history, a 
tale that moves from flora of Table Mountain to the heart of Afro-Brazilian spiritualism. 
  

Publisher: 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 

AUTHOR BIO 

THE SEED THIEF 

Penguin Random House SA Umuzi  
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie on behalf of PRH SA 
All rights available, excepting Southern African and Film 
Rights 

 

Jacqui L’Ange is a Cape Town based journalist, scriptwriter, editor, and 
author. Jacqui is the former books editor for Psychologies Magazine and 
former Deputy Editor and Books Editor of O – the Oprah Magazine, South 
Africa. She had a multi-national childhood in South Africa, USA, Germany, 
Brazil. Jacqui writes from a glass house in a fynbos garden in Kommetjie, 
which she shares with her family and a menagerie of other animals. 
 

Shortlisted for the Etisalat Prize for Literature 2017 
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THRILLER 

2 
Tense noir by seasoned thriller writer. 
 
Ex-cop Paul Mullan has a lot more baggage than the rucksack he’s carrying across the 
country. He’s trying to get away from that night, that hour when life as he knew it came 
to an end. 
When Paul helps wealthy businessman Bernard Russell to change his car’s burst tyre 
near Riebeek-Kasteel in the pouring rain, Russell offers him shelter. 
 
But the opulent wine estate Journey’s End is no safe haven, and Paul soon senses that 
his life is about to resemble one of those old black-and-white movies: he is the fallible 
hero, a young woman in Russell’s household the scheming femme fatale, and the 
outcome may be deadly. 
 
Filled with tension, temptation, secrets and sleight of hand, Double Echo is seasoned 
Afrikaans thriller writer François Bloemhof’s exhilarating English debut. 
 

Publisher: 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 

AUTHOR BIO 

DOUBLE ECHO 
 

Penguin Random House SA Umuzi  
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie on behalf of PRH SA 
All rights available, excepting Southern African 

 

Francois Bloemhof is a prolific, award-winning, writer of fiction for adults 
and teens. He has published over 60 books, mostly in Afrikaans.  

Francois appeared on the South African literary scene in 1991 as De Kat 

prize winner for his debut novel Die nag het net een oog. Then 
followed Koue soen, a finalist in the 1994 Sanlam/De Kat/Kuns op Een 
novel competition as well as in the M-Net competition.  
 

He won the Sanlam Prize for Youth Literature for youth novels Slinger-
slinger and Nie vir kinders nie. In 2007 he came second in the MML 
Literature Award with Stad aan die einde van die wêreld. More than 300 of 

his short stories, mostly written under pseudonyms, have appeared in 

magazines. 
 



 
 

LITERARY FICTION 

2 
A quirky and lyrical tale of transformation, friendship, and the mystery at the heart of 

ordinary life.  

 

In the wake of his father’s death, Gilbert du Toit begins to see rays of light and schools 
of fish streaking through the air. He believes that these visions are sending him a 
message, and sets off to follow his peculiar guides across the vastness of the Great 
Karoo desert in South Africa. 
  
A journey that begins with a sense of purpose deteriorates into a manic and 
unpredictable expedition. When Gilbert’s path crosses that of the Howlers, a trio of ex-
convicts touring the country with violin, trumpet, and guitar, he is steered to dinosaur 
parks and back road bars in the South African hinterland. Yet, as his travels unfold, it 
becomes clear that his past cannot be outpaced so easily. 
  
A love affair in Kuils River offers respite, but in the end, Gilbert must confront the 
question: what is the message in the signs he sees all around him? 

 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 

AUTHOR BIO 

THE LONG WAVE 

October 2016 
Penguin, an imprint of Penguin Random House, South 
Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
All rights excluding Southern African 

 

Tom Dreyer is the author of the 
novels Erdvarkfontein, Stinkafrikaners and Equatoria, as well as short 
stories and poetry. Stinkafrikaners was awarded the Eugène Marais Prize 
in 2001. Tom Holds an MA in Creative Writing from the University of 
Cape Town and is a fellow of the University of Iowa’s International 
Writing Program. He lives and works in Stellenbosch, South Africa. 

In glimmering prose infused with humour and pathos, Tom Dreyer’s The Long 
Wave is a tale of transformation, friendship and the mystery at the heart of 

ordinary life. 
By the winner of the Eugène Marais Prize 



 
 

  

2 
AWARD WINNING LITERARY FICTION 

2 
JM Coetzee: "An engagingly romantic, fast-paced tale of sailing-ship 
adventures off the myth-laden East African coast, with plenty of sex and action”  
 
Scriptwriter Paul Waterson is in Kenya to research a documentary film. It's 
October 2001, and his relationship has come to an unexpected end. Searching 
for solace in Mombasa, Malindi and Lamu, he becomes obsessed with finding 
the last remaining mtepe dhow in Somalia, a magnificent, sewn vessel harking 
back to Africa's rich maritime past. But getting someone to take him into Somali 
waters is proving near impossible.  
 
When he does manage to talk a dhow captain into the journey, he and the crew 
are oblivious to the dangers that lie ahead. 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 
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WHOEVER FEARS THE SEA 
 

April 2014  
Penguin Random House SA Umuzi  
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
All rights excepting Southern African 

 

Travel writer and photographer Justin Fox is the editor of Getaway 
magazine. He studied at Oxford, after which he was a research fellow 
at the University of Cape Town, where he now teaches part time. His 
writing and photographs have been published worldwide and he is the 
author of a dozen non-fiction books. He lives and works in Cape 
Town. Justin’s first novel WHOEVER FEARS THE SEA (Umuzi 2014) 
came out to great reviews. 
 

Longlisted for the Etisalat prize 



 
 

 
 

THE TORTOISE CRIED ITS ONLY TEAR 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  
It’s a black Karoo night and a young woman, covered in blood, is running along a deserted 
dirt track. In her hand is a broken beer bottle. When she stops it is to vomit and then to look 
for water. A terrible thing has happened and the woman, Siena, has to reach Seekoegat 
Primary School at the end of the track, the only place she knows that is safe. It’s a long way 
to run, a three-day ride on a donkey cart. 
 
Boetie is a boy running wild. Deprived and neglected, he is always up to mischief but his 
friendship with Siena gives him self-worth. When Ou Ana, his mother-figure, hits a farmer 
over the head with a spade he is left to survive on his own. 
  
Kriekie is a basket case. As the child of a prostitute working the truck-stops along the N1 he 
has no home and, like Boetie, no structure. When his mother doesn’t come back, a small act 
of kindness by a woman running a shop at the truck-stop sees him end up at Seekoegat 
Primary. 
 
Carol Campbell’s crisp, moving story of Siena, Boetie, and Kriekie, tells of lives intersecting, 
events forcing choices, and how the people we meet change our destinies. 
 
 
Publication:                    2019 Penguin Random House, Southern Africa 
                                              2020 Mozaïek, World Dutch Rights 
Agent:                               Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:         All rights excluding Southern African and Dutch 
 
 
 

 
Carol Campbell is a journalist who has worked for the Argus, the Cape 
Times and the Mercury. She lives in Shetland with her family. The 
Tortoise Cried its Only Tear is her much-anticipated third Karoo novel. 
 
 

 
  

LITERARY FICTION 

AUTHOR BIO 



 
 

AWARD WINNING LITERARY FICTION 

2 
Suspenseful, moving novel about the nomads of the South African bush 
 
It’s been 15 years of hiding for Muis. Now, with the Karoo bush so dry, Kapok, her 
man, insists on pointing their donkey cart to Leeu Gamka, the one place Muis 
never wants to see again. Miskiet is waiting for her there and is going to make her 
pay for what she did.  

Little Witpop is excited. Town means she can watch TV and maybe go to school, 
while her brother Fansie hopes there will be more food for him and their baby 
sister, Sponsie. 

Their return unleashes the devil and has them desperately fleeing. The police can’t 
help if you don’t have papers to prove that you were born. Vividly showing the 
invisible people of the Great Karoo, Carol Campbell’s thrilling novel brings the 
nomadic karretjiemense to life. 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 

AUTHOR BIO 

MY CHILDREN HAVE FACES 
 

2013 Penguin Random House SA Umuzi  
Waveland Press, US 
2023 Al Rabie, World Arabic 
All excepting Southern African, North American, and 
Arabic. 

Carol Campbell is a journalist who has worked for the Argus, the Cape 
Times and the Mercury. She lives in Shetland with her family. 

Longlisted for the Sunday Times Fiction Prize 
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AWARD WINNING LITERARY FICTION 

2 
A story of greed, power, and the fight for what is right when good people are 
pushed too far. 
 
Esther Gelderblom has been waiting for a house for twenty years. In the bitter 
Oudtshoorn winter she and her friend Katjie queue to ask when their names will 
finally appear on the government’s list of housing recipients. Esther dreams of a 
home for her daughter Liedjie, who plays the keyboard for the Bless Me Jesus 
church, and for her husband, Neville, who will then get his life in order.  
 
But corruption is rife as housing officials manipulate the list for favours. When 
Katjie’s shack burns down, the two women take matters into their own hands, 
occupying two empty houses and setting in motion events that will compromise 
everything they hold dear.  

Publication: 
Publisher: 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 

AUTHOR BIO 

ESTHER’S HOUSE 
 

2014 
Penguin Random House SA Umuzi  
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie on behalf of PRH SA 
All excepting Southern African 

Carol Campbell is a journalist who has worked for the Argus, the Cape 
Times and the Mercury. She currently lives in Shetland with her family. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

SHE DOWN THERE 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The sea has always been in Claire Lutrísque’s blood. Descended from Canada’s native 
Haida people, she is hurled by tragedy on a southward path, to the warm waters of 
Mozambique, where she joins the fight to safeguard the region’s coral reefs. 
 
Navy diver Klaas Afrikaner first swam into these same waters on a covert military mission. 
Seven years later, he is languishing as a divemaster in the sleepy coastal town of Tofo. But 
the shark-fin trade is threatening the only thing that keeps him going. So he too must rise 
to his calling. 
 
A shared love of the ocean and a deep desire to protect it brings these kindred spirits 
together. Steeped in the myths of the sea, Lynton Francois Burger’s novel is as lyrical as it 
is exhilarating. Part ecological thriller, part tender love story, She Down There is a timely 
song to the world’s oceans and the creatures living in them. 
 

Publication:                   February 2020 
Publisher:                       Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                             Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:       All rights excluding Southern African 
 
 
 
 

 
Lynton Francois Burger has had a lifelong love affair with the sea. As a 
marine biologist, master diver and award-winning underwater 
photographer, Lynton writes about a world he knows intimately. He 
serves as an advisor to ocean-impact ventures in several countries, 
including the Two Oceans Aquarium in Cape Town. Lynton is an 
inducted member of the Ocean Artists Society and a fellow of the 
International League of Conservation Writers. SHE DOWN THERE is 
his first novel. 
 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FICTION 

 

AUTHOR BIO 



 
 

 
 
 

ZOLA 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A cryptic killer is cruising the streets of Johannesburg. He’s picking up young women to torture and 
mutilate, and it’s down to Captain David Majola and Warrant Officer Jason Basson to follow the 
trail of blood and find him.  
 
Majola, plagued by cocaine and lost love, feels the need to prove himself after his early promotion; 
his partner Basson, imprinted by the bad old days, wishes he’d walked out on the SAPS years ago. 
Tensions between the two rise as the bodies pile up, and while newspapers and politicians hurl 
accusations and the taxi bosses threaten a devastating strike, Majola and Basson must face the 
demons of a mad city. 
 

Publication:                   August 2019 
Publisher:                       Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African 

 

 
 
 
 

Johan Jack Smith studied graphic art and design before embarking on a career in 
journalism. He writes reviews and columns, acts in plays, and is a member of a literary 
performance group. His writing has appeared in Op die spoor van (2017) and Nuwe Stemme 
6 (2017). Currently the editor of Taalgenoot, ATKV’s corporate magazine, Johan lives in 
Johannesburg with his family. 
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BORDERLINE 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
A letter among her deceased ex-husband’s belongings rips open Theresa’s world. For years she has 
turned her back on Theo, a man who spent the last two decades of his life institutionalised, and on 
their shared past in a country where teenage boys were conscripted to fight on ‘the Border’ in a war 
that those back home knew little about. Least of all Theresa, who spent her days dreaming of discos 
and first kisses. 
 
Realising that the letter was written by a Cuban soldier and addressed to his child – who, if still alive, 
would be at least forty years old – Theresa heads for Cuba: to search for the soldier’s child, to 
deliver the letter, to atone in some way for Theo’s deeds and for her own ignorance. 
 
In sultry Cuba, amid its picturesque 1950s cars and the fragrant smoke of its cigars, Theresa’s search 
connects her intimately with those branded ‘the enemy’ during the war in Angola as she begins to 
unravel what growing up in the South Africa of that time really meant. 
 

Publication:                   November 2019 
Publisher:                       Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:       All rights excluding Southern African 
 

 
 
 

 
Marita van der Vyver is the author of You Lost Me and a dozen other novels, 
as well as collections of short stories and essays, picture books for children, 
young adult fiction, radio plays, film scripts and regular columns in 
newspapers and magazines. She has won numerous literary awards and her 
books have been published in English, Dutch, and German. Her first adult 
novel, published in English as Entertaining Angels, was a best-seller translated 
into twelve languages. Two of her novels have been turned into films and 
many have been adapted for the stage. She lives in France with her husband. 
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THE WEIGHT OF SKIN 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
‘You would not think it to look at you, but your voice, when you use it: akin to a god’s. You must be 
careful what you do with it.’ 
 
Exiled Jacob Kitara takes in injured compatriots and nurses them in a boarded-up building. Social 
unrest has emptied the streets of London, movement into and out of the country has been 
suspended, and those who remain are in hiding. 
 
When a young man makes his appearance, insisting that he is Jacob’s son – a man presumed dead, 
torn from Jacob’s life by war and guilt over the fate of the boy’s mother – Jacob is driven to anger. 
 
But can this stranger offer Jacob a chance to reach back to a different continent, to the foot of 
Africa from where he has been banished, to atone for the past? 
 
The Weight of Skin is a poignant tale of personal and political responsibility, and of the intricate 
narratives of family and nationality that bind us. 
 

Publication:                   January 2020 
Publisher:                       Umuzi, an imprint of Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African 
 

 
 
 

 
Alastair Bruce is a critically acclaimed novelist whose debut work, WALL OF 
DAYS, was an Amazon Rising Stars runner-up, shortlisted for the best first 
book in the Africa region for the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, and 
subsequently published in the UK, and in German and Spanish translation. 
His second novel, BOY ON THE WIRE, was shortlisted for the Barry Ronge 
Fiction Prize and awarded Amazon’s Best Book of the Month. Born in Port 
Elizabeth, Bruce lives in Buckinghamshire with his wife and two young 
children. 
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THEO AND FLORA 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
When stalled novelist Charlie Wasserman’s investment-banker wife divorces him, he finds among her 
belongings a box of letters. Written between 1940 and 1944, the letters reveal a love affair between 
her grandfather, Theo, a forty-something lawyer at the time, and Flora, a much younger journalist. 
  
Even though Wasserman’s ex-wife has her lawyers instruct him to destroy the letters, an idea for a 
new book – a novel that could rekindle his career – is sparked. 
  
As Wasserman’s preoccupation with the story of Theo and Flora grows, their lives unfurl in a 
symphony of brilliant detail against the backdrop of 1940s Cape Town and the war in Europe. In finely 
crafted prose full of wit and poignancy.  
  
Theo & Flora showcases the skill of one of South Africa’s great contemporary novelists. 
 
Publication:                    2018 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:         All rights excluding Southern African 
 
 
 
 
Mark Winkler is the author of the critically acclaimed novels AN 
EXCEPTIONALLY SIMPLE THEORY (OF ABSOLUTELY 
EVERYTHING), WASTED, which was longlisted for the 2016 Sunday 
Times  Fiction Prize, and THE SAFEST PLACE YOU KNOW. 
 
His short story When I Came Home was shortlisted for the 2016 Commonwealth 
Writers’ Prize and Ink was awarded third place in the 2016 Short Story Africa 
competition. 
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UNDER GLASS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
By the winner of the Sunday Times Fiction Prize 2014 

 
 
 
 
At once a deeply researched historical novel and an intriguing mystery, Under Glass is a high-stakes 
narrative of deception and disguise. 
 
Set in the nineteenth century among the settlers and the homesteaders and the sugar-cane farmers, 
Claire Robertson’s masterful new novel Under Glass tells the story of Mrs Chetwyn, who arrives in 
South African’s Port Natal from India. She is with her eldest daughter and her ayah, and has been 
travelling for eleven months to join her husband, already deep in the hinterland. Her father-in-law has 
staked them their passage, a sum for settlement, and an arrangement for the purchase of land, but 
there are conditions to his generosity that will have a lasting effect on the Chetwyns, specially on 
their fifth child, Cosmo, born years later. 
  
It is on the Chetwyns’ sugar-cane farm that we begin to understand that there is something strange 
about Cosmo, something that must be kept secret at all costs. 
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Claire Robertson is also the author of THE SPIRAL HOUSE, winner of the 
2014 Sunday Times Fiction Prize and a South African Literary Award, and 
shortlisted for the University of Johannesburg Debut Prize, and THE 
MAGISTRATE OF GOWER shortlisted for the 2016 Sunday Times Fiction Prize. 
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THE BOOK OF GIFTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
At eleven years old, Julian Flint prefers to remain invisible, safe inside the architecture of adults 
provided by his mother, his uncle and his aunt. But when his mother, Emma, a celebrated 
sculptor takes them all on a family holiday to a hotel by the sea, he meets the captivating and 
irreverent Clare and everything he thought he knew begins to shift – setting off a chain of 
events that will determine each of their fates.  
 
From the award-winning author of The Dream House and The White Room comes Craig 
Higginson’s most gripping and nuanced novel to date. Moving from the lush beaches of 
uMhlanga Rocks to the stark midwinter wastes of Johannesburg and the rich and strange coral 
reefs of Mauritius, this masterfully plotted novel explores the fault-lines between loyalty and 
betrayal, innocence and accountability, blindness and perception, entrapment and flight. The 
Book of Gifts dives into the deepest and most hazardous reaches of human consciousness in 
order to catch the brightest fish.  
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Craig Higginson is an internationally acclaimed playwright and novelist. 
His plays have been performed and produced in many theatres and 
festivals around the world. His novels include Last Summer (Picador 
Africa, 2010; Mercure de France, 2017), The Landscape Painter (Picador 
Africa, 2011), The Dream House (Picador Africa, 2015; Mercure de France, 
2016) and The White Room (Picador Africa and St Martin’s Press (ebook), 
2018). Craig has won several national awards in South Africa and Britain 
for his writing. The Dream House is the IEB English matric setwork for 
South African schools (2019–2021). 
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THE WHITE ROOM 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
When her new play about an English teacher in Paris opens at the Royal Court Theatre in London, 
playwright Hannah Meade breaks her vow never to return to Europe. She is finally ready to face the girl 
she was when she lived there, as well as to meet with Pierre himself, the French student of Congolese 
descent with whom she had an intoxicating but disastrous relationship. During their time together in 
Paris, they lied their way towards truths they were too young and inexperienced to overcome. Now they 
might have a second chance.   
 
A powerful allegory about the enduring divisions between Europe and Africa and the so-called first and 
Third Worlds - Ovid’s Echo and Narcissus myth provides a starting point for the politics, psychology, and 
power relationship between the two lovers. 
 
As Andre Brink stated shortly before his passing, “Craig Higginson is at the vanguard of the latest and 
most exciting novelists in South Africa, both robust and sensitive, offering a barometer of the best to be 
expected from the newest wave of writing in the country.” 
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Craig Higginson is an internationally acclaimed playwright and novelist. His 
plays have been performed and produced in many theatres and festivals around 
the world, including the National Theatre in London, the Royal Shakespeare 
Company, the Traverse Theatre, and the Trafalgar Studios in London’s West 
End. His novels include LAST SUMMER, THE LANDSCAPE PAINTER, and THE 
DREAM HOUSE. Higginson has won several awards, including the Sony Gold 
Award for the Best Radio Drama in the UK, an Edinburgh Fringe First, the UJ 
Award for South African Literature in English (twice) and the Naledi Award for 
Best South African play. His plays and novels have been school set works in 
South Africa, America, Canada, Britain, Belgium, Germany and France and new 
productions of his plays have been made in countries including England, 
America, Australia, Cambodia and India. 
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A FAMILY AFFAIR 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Family is complicated …  
 
Meet the Mafus, a close-knit, traditional family with three daughters. As leaders of their church, 
The Kingdom of God, Pastor Abraham and his wife Phumla are guiding the community of 
Bulawayo in faith, while trying to keep the different branches of their family intact.  
 
Independent and feisty Xoliswa returns home, after a hiatus abroad, hoping for a fresh start and 
a chance to steer the family business; rebellious Yandisa has met the love of her life and is finally 
getting her act together; while dutiful newlywed Zandile is slowly becoming disillusioned with 
her happily ever after.  
 
The Mafus always present a united front, but as their personal lives unravel, devastating secrets 
are revealed that threaten to tear the family apart. For how long will they be able to hide behind 
the façade of a picture-perfect family? 
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SUE NYATHI was born and raised in Bulawayo and lives in Johannesburg. An 
investment analyst by day and a storyteller to her son at night, she writes to escape 
the reality of financial markets and economic shop talk. She made her screenwriting 
debut on the award-winning e.tv series Matatiele. Her first novel, THE 
POLYGAMIST, was published in 2012.  
 
Her novel  THE GOLD DIGGERS (Pan Macmillan) was Longlisted for the 
International Dublin Literary Awards/IMPAC 2020  
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THE GOLDDIGGERS 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Longlisted for the International Dublin Literary 
Awards/IMPAC 2020 

 
 
 
 

It’s 2008 and the height of Zimbabwe’s economic demise. A group of passengers is huddled in a 
Toyota Quantum about to embark on a treacherous expedition to the City of Gold. Among them are 
Gugulethu, who is hoping to be reconciled with her mother; Dumisani, an ambitious young man who 
believes he will strike it rich; Chamunorwa and Chenai, twins running from their troubled past; and 
Portia and Nkosi, a mother and son desperate to be reunited with a husband and father they see once 
a year.  
 
They have paid a high price for the dangerous passage to what they believe is a better life and an 
escape from the vicious vagaries of their present life in Bulawayo.  
 
In their minds, the streets of Johannesburg are paved with gold, but they will have to dig deep to get 
close to any treasure, dirtying themselves in the process. Told with brave honesty and bold 
description, the stories of the individual immigrants are simultaneously heart-breaking and heart-
warming. 
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SUE NYATHI was born and raised in Bulawayo and lives in Johannesburg. An 
investment analyst by day and a storyteller to her son at night, she writes to escape 
the reality of financial markets and economic shop talk. She made her 
screenwriting debut on the award-winning e.tv series Matatiele. Her first novel, 
The Polygamist, was published in 2012. 
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NINE LETTERS 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Durban lawyer Teddy Dickerson has run out of ideas. Cynical, single, and middle-aged, he’s 
the very last of his family to still call this country home. When his formidable Aunt Val dies, 
she leaves him an unusual bequest: her task for Teddy is to post letters to eight of her friends 
around the world, a job that will take him on a journey into new and unexpected territory. 
 
When the replies start flowing in – quirky, unexpected and often hilarious missives from 
India, Egypt, England and America – Teddy realises there was more to his tough aunt than 
he’d thought. Will he take on Aunt Val’s role as confidant and comforter of the lost? 
Confidant and comforter? Teddy?!  
 
One thing’s for certain: Aunt Val is laughing in her grave.  
 
This is a warm-hearted story from a talented new author. This is both a tender, personal 
story and a shrewd commentary on love, death, friendship, age, and truth. 
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John Webb is a lawyer and the author of the novel Lotto. He has written for GQ and Esquire 
and has been shortlisted for the Mondi Magazine Journalist of the Year in the Essays and 
Fiction category. He lives in Honolulu. 
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AWARD WINNING LITERARY FICTION 

2 
International journalist Imran Garda’s cosmopolitan, fast-paced debut 

Yusuf Carrim has made it in New York. His tech-savvy coverage of the Arab Spring 
saw his journalism career skyrocket. But when his wealthy father asks him to help 
look for Sam, a missing family friend, he must return to South Africa. Yusuf ’s 
search takes him to places he could never have imagined.  

Enlisting the help of an eccentric professor and Sam’s exotic uncle, Yusuf 
discovers facts that undermine a lifetime’s assumptions about his own identity – 
and prompt him to step up the search for Sam before it is too late. 
 
From the suburbs of Johannesburg to the streets of Bulawayo, from Dubai airport 
to an immigrant facility on the Mediterranean island of Lampedusa, Yusuf’s quest 
to find Sam turns into an inward journey of his own. 
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All rights excepting Southern African and Film Rights 
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Imran Garda is a journalist and news anchor. Most recently he hosted the 
award-winning and Emmy-nominated show The Stream. He joined Al 
Jazeera in 2006 and anchored the news and Inside Story from Doha, Kuala 
Lumpur and Washington, D.C. He has reported from the US, Sudan, 
Turkey, Egypt, Namibia, Bahrain, Lesotho, India, South Africa and Saudi 
Arabia. He also hosted the Gaza war series Focus on Gaza and presented 
the documentaries The Father of the Turks, A Voyage of Life and Death 
and India’s Silent War. He has penned feature articles and blogposts on 
www.aljazeera.com and The Huffington Post. 
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THE SKINNY FRENCH CHICK 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
French cuisine translated into Family Cooking 
 
The Skinny French Chick is French, skinny, and an incredible cook. 
 
The Skinny French Chick Cook is an accessible, sumptuous treat for families who want to eat well every 
day without breaking the bank, or the scales.  
 
Nadege sources ingredients in her local shops and supermarkets. She cooks around her busy schedule 
as a working Mum of two small girls and keeps her family healthy and on budget in the most delectable 
way.  
 
Nadege has translated rich French cuisine into family cooking. With her earthy, down to earth, 
practical approach to food and cooking, Nadege Doyle will inspire you to eat the Skinny French Chick’s 
way. 
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Nagede Doyle was born in Provence and raised on French country 
cooking. After many years living in Australia, Nadege has settled in Dublin, 
Ireland, with her Irish husband and her two Irish-French-Australian girls. 
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HEIST! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
‘With meticulous journalism and at a cracking pace, Burgess exposes the inner mechanics of cash 
heists and the complicity of police officers …’                                 
                                                                                  – Mandy Wiener, author of Ministry of Crime  
 
From the horror of the 2006 Villa Nora heist – in which four security guards were burnt alive in their 
armoured vehicle after a ferocious fight-back against highly trained mercenaries – to the 2014 robbery of a 
cash centre in Witbank, where a gang made off with almost R104 million after impersonating police 
officers, Heist! is an impeccably researched exposé of an endemic crime phenomenon that some analysts 
warn could bring South Africa to its knees.  
 
Using the information gleaned from thousands of pages of court documents and press reports, as well as 
interviews with police officers, crime intelligence agents, prosecutors, defence lawyers, researchers, 
journalists, security guards and the criminals themselves, Heist! provides unprecedented insight into a 
crime that increased by a staggering 49 per cent in the first eight months of 2017 alone. 
 
 As informative and thought-provoking as it is distressing, this is a book by an investigative journalist at the 
top of her game. 
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Anneliese Burgess is an award-winning investigative journalist who has spent more than 20 years as a 
radio and television reporter. Starting out as a specialist producer for the SABC’s Truth Commission 
Special Report, she later became a founding member of the broadcaster’s flagship current affairs show, 
Special Assignment. After 12 years at the programme – first as a producer and later as co-executive 
producer and anchor– she reinvented herself as a leading communications specialist. This book has 
allowed her to go back to her roots as a journalist investigating the underbelly of organised crime in 
South Africa. 
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THE REPUBLIC OF GUPTA 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Through state capture, one family managed, bit by bit, to transform an entire country.  
 
The Republic of Gupta meticulously investigates the business activities of the Gupta family. 
It explores how they came to hold unprecedented positions of power and influence over the 
president of South Africa, Jacob Zuma, and how they siphoned billions of rands of state 
money into their own bank accounts. 
 
The book is an award-winning exposé of the numerous controversial business activities of 
the Gupta family from cricket to computers to newspapers and television. The book explores 
their conflict with Public Protector Thuli Madonsela and with the Finance Minister Pravin 
Gordhan which prompted to his dismissal by president Zuma.  
 
This astonishing work also investigates the shady links between the Gupta family and others 
within South African politics and society.  
 

Publication:                    2017 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Rights Available:         All rights excluding Southern African and Film Rights. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pieter-Louis Myburgh is a South African investigative journalist. 
Myburgh attended Paul Roos Gymnasium before obtaining his BPhil in 
Journalism at honours level from Stellenbosch University. 
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GANGSTER STATE 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Shortlisted for the Sunday Times Non-Fiction Prize 2021 

Winner of the Taco Kuiper Award 2020 

 
 
 
 

Gangster State  is an unflinching examination of the ANC’s top leadership in the post–Jacob 
Zuma era, one that should lead readers to a disconcerting conclusion: When it comes to the 
forces of capture, South Africa is still far from safe. 

 
In this explosive book, investigative journalist Pieter-Louis Myburgh ventures deeper than 
ever before into Magashule’s murky dealings, from his time as a struggle activist in the 1980s 
to his powerful rule as premier of the Free State province for nearly a decade. 
 
Myburgh explores Magashule’s relationship with the notorious state capturing Gupta family 
and other tender moguls; investigates government projects costing billions that enriched his 
friends and family but failed the poor; reveals how he was about to be arrested by the 
Scorpions before their disbandment in the late 2000s; and exposes the methods used to keep 
him in power in the Free State and to secure him the post of ANC secretary-general. 
  
Most shockingly, Myburgh pieces together a pack of leaked emails and documents to reveal 
scandalous new details on a massive Free State government contract and Magashule’s 
dealings with a businessman who was gunned down in Sandton in 2017. These files seem to 
lay bare the methods of a man who usually operated without leaving a trace. 
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Pieter-Louis Myburgh is a South African investigative journalist. Myburgh 
attended Paul Roos Gymnasium before obtaining his BPhil in Journalism at 
honours level from Stellenbosch University. 
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THE POLICE IS NOT YOUR FRIEND 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

A personalized account of corruption across multiple sectors and nations – including Nigeria, South Africa, and the 
United Kingdom - by a world-renowned expert in the field. The title is a nod to a public relations campaign 
undertaken by the Nigerian police force in the 1980s which claimed ‘The Police is your Friend’.  
 
Whilst there have been media reports on corruption in Nigeria and Africa generally, little is known about how 
ordinary people actually live, work and navigate systematically corrupt societies. What physical and mental toll does 
it take on daily living and how do citizens mange this toll? The book spans different decades and the corruption 
differences as experienced in different countries. Told from the first-person account of an anti-corruption 
researcher, this book is brutally honest, raw, and eye-opening.  
 
Many countries in Africa are reported to have a problem with systemic corruption. Local and international media 
will often report on corruption scandals and denigrate politicians and public officials for being complicit in and 
enabling corruption to thrive in these countries. One narrative that is missing from media reports on corruption, is 
accounts of how ordinary people live in and navigate systemically corrupt societies. This book is an entertaining 
auto-ethnographic account of how ordinary people try to limit the impact of corruption on their daily routines and 
circumnavigate corrupt systems.  
 
Each chapter of the book examines specific corrupt sectors such as the police, the healthcare sector, academia, 
public utilities, public services and NGOs. The author brings her unique lived experiences to life as she details what 
it means to live under the threat of police brutality, to access healthcare when nurses demand bribes before 
treatment, to maintain electricity supply when utility companies use their billing system as a means of extortion and 
to access public services, when one cannot access public services without paying bribes. 
 

Rights Available:         All rights 

 

Sope Williams-Elegbe is a Professor and Head of Department of Mercantile Law, and the 
deputy director of the African Procurement Law Unit, Stellenbosch University. She specializes 
in public procurement law, anti-corruption law, sustainable development law and commercial 
law. She is the author of over 50 publications in the areas of anti-corruption and public 
procurement law, including the books: Fighting Corruption in Public Procurement: A 
Comparative Analysis of Disqualification or Debarment Measures (Hart, 2012); Public 
Procurement and Multilateral Development Banks: Law, Practice and 
Problems (Bloomsbury/Hart 2017) and Public Procurement Regulation for 21st Century 
Africa (with G Quinot; Juta, 2018).  
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HOW TO RAISE A MAN 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
In this era of #metoo and #allmenaretrash, it’s evident that something is going wrong with the way 
men progress from childhood into adulthood, and few realise how critical the role of the purposeful 
and emotionally empowered mother is in a boy’s journey to maturity. 
 
How to Raise a Man helps parents learn more about the development of masculinity, identify their 
parenting style, and familiarise themselves with the issues facing parenthood today, and to 
become a more compassionate, centred, and effective parent.  
 
So, what does all this mean for mothers of adolescent boys? Like it or not, these sons are 
Generation Z. Many of his generation of adolescents are outwardly assertive and inwardly they are 
full of paradoxes. They are consequently confusing/frustrating/infuriating to manage.  
 
For parents who are confused or irritated by their pre-teen or teenage sons, or feel bewildered and 
hurt by their behaviour, this book is a guide to a clear understanding of teenagers in general and 
teenage boys in particular. Written by a parenting expert, and drawing on Western psychology as 
well as Eastern philosophy, the processes and ideas in this practical guide will help modern parents 
raise the man they want their sons to be. 
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Megan de Beyer, MA (Psychology), MSc (Holistic Ecology), is an international specialist 
parent psychologist. She facilitates the popular course Strong Mothers – Strong Sons 
that runs at most independent boys’ schools in South Africa and Australia. She is a 
prolific inspirational speaker. Megan was the teen expert at parent24.com and co-
founder of The Village Facebook group, which has 35 000 followers and gives advice to 
parents of teens. Since 2003, Megan has written for every major women’s magazine in 
South Africa and has frequently been interviewed on radio. She has successfully 
developed four parenting courses that she offers at schools around South Africa, 
Australia and the USA. Megan is the mother of two young men. 
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AUTOPSY: Life in The Trenches with a 
Forensic Pathologist 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

As a medical detective of the modern world, forensic pathologist Ryan Blumenthal’s chief goal 
is to bring perpetrators to justice. He has performed thousands of autopsies, which have helped 
bring numerous criminals to book. 
 
In AUTOPSY he covers the hard lessons learnt as a rookie pathologist, as well as some of the 
most unusual cases he’s encountered. During his career, for example, he has dealt with high-
profile deaths, mass disasters, death by lightning and people killed by African wildlife. 
 
Blumenthal takes the reader behind the scenes at the mortuary, describing a typical autopsy 
and the instruments of the trade. He also shares a few trade secrets, like how to establish when 
a suicide is more likely to be a homicide. 
 
Even though they cannot speak, the dead have a lot to say – and Blumenthal is there to listen. 
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Ryan Blumenthal is a forensic pathologist at one of South Africa’s 
leading universities. He has published widely in the fields of lightning, 
suicide, and other areas involving the pathology of trauma.  He has 
been involved in the publication of numerous articles and textbooks His 
chief mission in life is to help advance forensic pathology services both 
nationally and internationally.  
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THE PROFILER DIARIES 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

In this gripping – and sometimes terrifying – account, former South African Police Service (SAPS) head 
profiler Dr Gérard Labuschagne recalls some of the 110 murder series and countless other bizarre crimes 
he analysed during his career. An expert on serial murder and rape cases, Labuschagne saw it all in his 
almost fifteen years in the one of the crime capitals of the world.  
 
He walks the reader through the first crime scene he ever attended, his arrest of the Muldersdrift serial 
rapist, his experience as the head of the task team mandated to catch the Quarry serial murderer, his 
involvement with the Brighton Beach axe murders, and more.  
 
Despite often being stymied by a lack of resources, office politics and political interference, Labuschagne 
and his team were always determined to get their man – or woman, as in the Womb Raider case. 
  
The Profiler Diaries is a fascinating – and often hair-raising – glimpse into what it was like to be a profiler 
in the world’s busiest profiling unit.  
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Dr Gérard Labuschagne was the head of the SAPS’s specialised Investigative 
Psychology Section, the only unit mandated to profile offenders, for fourteen and a 
half years. He is a clinical psychologist, criminologist, homicide and death investigator 
(trained by the Los Angeles Sheriff ’s Department), a hostage negotiator, a US-
certified threat manager, and an advocate of the High Court. He is a director of L&S 
Threat Management, an honorary associate professor in the University of the 
Witwatersrand’s Department of Forensic Medicine and Pathology, and the founder 
president of the African Association of Threat Assessment Professionals. He has 
given training to the Behavioural Analysis Units of the FBI and the Los Angeles Sheriff 
’s Department and advised foreign law-enforcement agencies on their cases. 
Labuschagne is a regular speaker at international conferences and has published 
extensively in professional journals and textbooks. 
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SCATTERLING OF AFRICA 
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Known across Europe as The White Zulu, Grammy winner Johnny Clegg - who is as celebrated in South Africa as Nelson 
Mandela - created a vibrant crossover blend of Western pop and African Zulu rhythms at a time when inter-racial 
relationships were illegal and punished harshly.  Over three decades, Johnny Clegg sold over five million albums worldwide. 
He wowed vast audiences with his audacious live shows and won a number of national and international awards for his music 
and for his outspoken views on apartheid, his perspectives on migrant workers in South Africa, and the general situation in 
the world of the day. Johnny Clegg’s history is as bold, colourful and dashing as the rainbow nation he called home for more 
than 40 years. 
 

‘There are moments in life that are pure, and which seem to hang in the air, unhitched from the everyday world as 
we know it. Suspended for a few seconds, they float in their own space and time with their own hidden prospects. 
For want of a better term, we call these moments “magical” and when we remember them they are cloaked in a halo 
of special meaning.’ 
 
For 14-year-old Johnny Clegg, hearing Zulu street music as plucked on the strings of a guitar by Charlie Mzila 
one evening outside a corner café was one such ‘magical’ moment. The success story of Juluka and later Savuka, 
and the cross-cultural celebration of music, language, story, dance, and song that stirred the hearts of millions 
across the world, is well documented. Their music was the soundtrack to many South Africans’ lives during the 
turbulent 70s and 80s as the country moved from legislated oppression to democratic freedom. It crossed 
borders, boundaries and generations, resonating around the world and back again.  
 
Less known is the story of how it all began. SCATTERLING OF AFRICA is that origin story, as Johnny wrote it and 
wanted it told. It is the story of how the son of an unconventional mother, grandson of Jewish immigrants, came 
to realise that identity can be a choice, and home is a place you leave and return to as surely as the seasons 
change. 
 

 
 
 
Johnny Clegg is one of South Africa’s most celebrated sons. He is a singer, a songwriter, a dancer, anthropologist and a musical activist 
whose infectious crossover music, a vibrant blend of Western pop and African Zulu rhythms, has exploded onto the international scene 
and broken through all the barriers in his own country. In France, where he enjoys a massive following, he is fondly called Le Zulu Blanc 
– the white Zulu. Born in England on 7 June 1953 Clegg grew up in Zimbabwe and South Africa, and spent a formative year in Zambia 
as that country transitioned to independence in 1964. Together with Sipho Mchunu, Clegg formed the multiracial band Juluka. They 
toured the length and breadth of South Africa, performing in township halls and at music festivals. The song ‘Scatterlings of Africa’, a 
hit in 1979, launched their international career and saw the band invited to perform in Europe and the United States. In 1986, after Juluka 
disbanded, Clegg formed Savuka, and many of his iconic songs came from that era – ‘Asimbonanga’, ‘Great Heart’ and ‘The Crossing’. 
Clegg died on 16 July 2019, leaving his wife Jenny, and sons Jesse and Jaron. 
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YOUTH REVOLUTION 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
A deeply human and truly inspirational real-life story that will enthrall teenagers and adults alike, and 
prove that even ‘ordinary’ teenagers can do extraordinary things. 
 
Youth Revolution is the inspirational story of how a sixteen-year-old high-school student from 
Johannesburg, Kiara Nirghin, overcame huge health obstacles to win the grand prize at the 2016 
International Google Science Fair for her unique and innovative solution to worldwide drought. 
Having experienced bacterial meningitis, undiagnosed bilharzias, and severe weight loss, Kiara was 
forced to postpone her school career for hospitalisation, with a real chance of losing her hearing, her 
sight, and the use of her limbs. 
 
Youth Revolution not only covers her journey from the hospital bed to the stage as the winner of the 
science award, but also looks at issues surrounding stagnant youth innovation, while considering the 
dangers of lacking diversity in STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths).  
 
The book features contributions from prominent women in science and education, among them 
Malala Yousafzai, VP of Education and University Programs for Google and the recipient of the 
L’Oréal-UNESCO Award for Women in Science.  
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Kiara Nirghin is a scientist, student and speaker. She has 
featured in both The Times and The Guardian’s list of their top 30 
most influential teens, and was invited by Forbes and TED to 
speak about her work. Kiara was recently named one of the 
United Nations Young Champions of the Earth and one of the 
fifty most inspiring women in technology. Using these platforms, 
Kiara actively promotes the importance of protecting our 
environment through innovation and getting young girls involved 
in this process. She is currently an undergraduate student 
at Stanford University. 
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THE LOVE DIARY OF A ZULU BOY 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
THE LOVE DIARY OF A ZULU BOY is by turns erotic, romantic, tragic and comic. 
 
Inspired by the real-life drama of a romance between a Zulu boy and an 
Englishwoman, the book’s interrelated short stories on interracial relationships in 
modern-day South Africa reflect on love across the colour line, recounts tales of 
failed affairs and bizarre experiences. An expansive, touching memoir from one of 
South Africa’s thought-leaders, THE LOVE DIARY OF A ZULU BOY touches 
variably on love spells, toxic masculinity, infidelity, sexually transmitted diseases, a 
phantom pregnancy, sexless relationships, threesomes and prostitution. 
 
Publication:                    2018 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                               Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African and film 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bhekisisa Mncube is a journalist, columnist, and media 
relations/PR specialist. He is versatile writer and an 
innovative communicator. He has written news-articles, 
thought-leadership articles, opinion pieces, film reviews, 
book reviews, feature articles, business/political profiles, 
product reviews, web content, speeches and press releases. 
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TRUE CRIME 

2 Shocking at times, and featuring an eminently relatable hero cop, a massive South African best-
seller. 
 
Piet Byleveld is a super detective. Honoured by the International Police Association as one of the 
top three detectives in the world, he has assisted the FBI, Scotland Yard, the Canadian police and 
Mossad with their serial-killing investigations.  
 
But it is in South Africa where he perfected his technique, solving some of the country s most 
famous cases and catching some of the world s most dangerous killers. In this book, journalist 
Hanlie Retief, who had exclusive access to Byleveld s dossiers, writes about the notorious serial-
killer cases and other murders Byleveld solved. She weaves into it the story of Byleveld’s own life.  
 
The book includes full-colour photographs from police records throughout. It is astounding 
detective work told in a punchy, hard-hitting style. 

Publisher: 
Agent: 
Available Rights: 

AUTHOR BIO 

Penguin Random House SA Umuzi  
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie on behalf of PRH SA 
All rights excepting Southern African and Film 
Rights. 

 

Renowned journalist Hanlie Retief has thrice been named creative 
journalist of the year, and has twice been a finalist for the Mondi Award. 
She is widely known for her weekly interviews with prominent people 
in Rapport. In 2011 a selection of the interviews was published in her 
book Hanlie Retief praat met. She lives and works in Cape Town. 
 

BYLEVELD: 
DOSSIER OF A SERIAL SLEUTH 

 



 
 

2 2 

Nadege Doyle was born in Provence and raised on French country 
cooking. After many years living in Australia and Ireland, Nadege has 

settled back in France with her Irish husband and her two 
Irish/French/Australian daughters.  

2 
MEMOIR/CREATIVE NON-FICTION 

2 
‘I’ve been craving the road for some time,’ writes Justin Fox odd words for this 
most seasoned of travel writers. And thus begins ten thousand kilometres around 
the edge of the Republic of South Africa. This is the fatherland, and for Justin his 
father’s land, which the famous architect Revel Fox has marked as much as he had 
shaped his son’s own identity.  
 
Justin tarries at outposts and towns; he skips entire cities to favour the off-beat 
treasures of characters fashioned less by convention than by their own battles 
against nature or circumstance.  
 
Back home his dad is fighting cancer. Having travelled with acute observation he 
reports like a novelist, stringing together scenes, pictures, communities and 
characters to form a totality of what South Africa is today as seen from its margins: 
a sad, exciting clash of histories and stories. 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
Agent: 
Available Rights: 

AUTHOR BIO 

1st Ed. 2010. 2nd Ed. February 2014  
Random House Umuzi  
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
All rights available excepting Southern African 

Travel writer and photographer Justin Fox is the former editor of 
Getaway International magazine. He studied at Oxford, after which he 
was a research fellow at the University of Cape Town, where he now 
teaches part time. His writing and photographs have been published 
worldwide and he is the author of a dozen non-fiction books. He lives 
and works in Cape Town. Justin’s first novel WHOEVER FEARS THE 
SEA (Umuzi 2014) came out to great reviews. 
 

MARGINAL SAFARI: SCOUTING 
THE EDGE OF SOUTH AFRICA 

 



 
 

ECONOMICS 

2 The most dangerous precipice in the world: the gap between the rich and the poor. 

Sampie Terreblanche takes a critical look at how social and economic inequality became 
entrenched in the current world order dominated by Western powers since the 1500s. The book 
details how five centuries of Western empire-building shaped our society into the deeply unequal 
and gratuitously unjust place that it is today. It also teaches us that every empire is unsustainable 
and the remaining industrial countries in the West are weaker than most people think.  
 Because unrestrained capitalism lies at the root of their weakness, these empires will not last. The 
author shows how growing income inequality, environmental damage and increasingly higher 
financial market risks have impaired our ability to establish a society built on a long-term and 
sustainable developmental model. In order to remedy the brokenness of our current system, we 
have to understand the economic, social and political drivers that brought us here. 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 

AUTHOR BIO 

August 2014 
Penguin Non-Fiction, Penguin Random House SA  
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie on behalf of PRH SA 
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Sampie Terreblanche is Emeritus Professor of Economics at Stellenbosch 
University. Evolving from membership of the Afrikaner Broederbond, he 
became increasingly critical of the apartheid state and, in democratic 
South Africa, of the blind servitude to laissez-faire capitalism and its 
contribution to the growing rift between rich and poor. The author of 
numerous books and more articles, Professor Terreblanche is one of the 
most respected senior economists in the country. Though not the most 
popular with everyone. 

WESTERN EMPIRES, CHRISTIANITY, 

AND THE INEQUALITIES BETWEEN                           

THE WEST AND THE REST 

 

Controversial in its approach. Monumental in its scope. This book 
is the crowning achievement of a distinguished academic career by 

one of South Africa’s most respected senior economists. 



 
 

  
CONSERVATION, AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

2 Stunning new revelations about a secret initiative funded by Prince Bernhard and staffed by former 
SAS operatives. 

‘The aggressive poaching of rhinos needs to be countered with equal aggression.’ So argued Prince 
Bernhard of the Netherlands, the founder president of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), at 
a 1987 meeting with John Hanks, conservation expert and WWF’s head in Africa. The result was 
Operation Lock, a secret initiative funded by Prince Bernhard and staffed by former SAS 
operatives.  

Operation Lock set up headquarters in Johannesburg and extended its reach into neighbouring 
states: Namibia, Zambia, Botswana, Swaziland and Mozambique. Its operatives planned to train 
game rangers, to pose as rhino horn traders in order to entrap buyers, and to expose the kingpins 
who were driving the trade. It was a controversial approach, all the more because it was working 
within apartheid South Africa in the late 1980s. When the existence of the project was finally 
leaked, WWF denied any involvement, and John Hanks took the fall.  

In Operation Lock and the War on Rhino Poaching, John Hanks finally tells the story of these 
explosive events from 25 years ago. As a leading international authority on conservation, he also 
deals with the scourge of rhino poaching up to the present, and gives powerful and controversial 
criticism of some of the current policies to curb poaching. 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
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Rights Available: 
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All rights available excepting Southern African 

 

John Hanks is a zoologist with a PhD from Cambridge and with over 45 years of experience 
in a wide variety of conservation management and research projects in several African 
countries. He has held a number of important positions, including chief professional officer 
for the Natal Parks Board; professor and head of the Department of Biological Sciences at 
the University of Natal, as well as the first director of that university’s Institute of Natural 
Resources; the director of the Africa Programe for WWF International (based in Gland, 
Switzerland); the chief executive of WWF-South Africa; and the first executive director of the 
Peace Parks Foundation. 
 

OPERATION LOCK AND THE WAR ON 

RHINO POACHING 

 

- A moving and gripping story with all the ingredients for a bestseller: conservation and wild 
animals, SAS soldiers and quasi-military operations, celebrities and royalty, secrecy and 

betrayal. 
- Rhino poaching is a topical subject. Julian Rademeyer’s Killing for Profit has sold more than 13 

000 copies. 
- John Hanks is uniquely placed to tell the story - he was the man who initiated the operation 

and who took the fall when it was exposed. 



 
 

 
 

SIYA KOLISI 
 
 

 
 
 

SOUTH AFRICAN BESTSELLER 
 

 
 
 
 

When Siya Kolisi raised the Webb Ellis Cup as captain of the Springboks – the winners of the Rugby 
World cup in 2019 – in Yokohama last week, it was the crowning glory of an incredible journey that began 
on the impoverished streets of Zwide, a township in rural South Africa. As the first black South African 
to ever captain a Springbok rugby team, Kolisi’s journey makes for a remarkable and unique story.  
 
His mother was a teenager when he was born. She left him in the care of his grandmother who brought 
him up until she died (in his arms) when Siya was twelve. He found love and acceptance playing junior 
rugby with the African Bombers club until his talent was spotted by the prestigious Grey High School 
who offered Siya a full scholarship that changed his life. He adapted well to the posh private school, but 
it was on the rugby field where he excelled. Siya was rewarded with a call-up the SA schools’ team and 
a contract to join the Western Province rugby union. 
 
Author Jeremy Daniel tracks Siya’s journey from running wild on the streets of Zwide, through some 
crucial games in high school, into the Western Province rugby set-up and his fight to become Springbok 
captain. He goes deep inside the systems that identify junior talent, the characters who shaped his 
journey and the moments where he showed who he really was. Siya never forgot where he came from 
– after his mother died, he adopted her other children, his half-siblings, he was still in high school. Kolisi’s 
life has not been without controversy, and his marriage to a fiery young white woman was a lightning 
rod for racial politics. Hugely popular, Siya Kolisi is a shining beacon of hope for the rainbow nation of 
South Africa. 

 

Publication:                    Sept 2019 
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Rights Available:         All rights excluding Southern African 

 
 
 
 

Jeremy Daniel is an author, screenwriter and a musician. He has written 
extensively for children’s television and theatre, including as head writer 
for Takalani Sesame and the book My Forever Friend. Back in the day, he 
was the founding member and bass player for seminal Cape Town indie 
band Fetish. He lives in Cape Town with his wife and daughters. 
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HISTORICAL BIOGRAPHY 

2 The Life of Cornelis van Gogh, from the Netherlands to South Africa 
 
Much has been written about Vincent van Gogh and his tempestuous relationship with his brother 
Theo. But few people know that there was a third Van Gogh brother, Cornelis, who was raised in 
the Netherlands, but worked, married and died in South Africa.  
 
Cornelis came to South Africa in 1889, aged twenty-two, and worked as an engineer, first for the 
Cornucopia Gold Company in Germiston and then for the Nederlandsche Zuid-Afrikaansche 
Spoorweg Maatskappy in Pretoria. He sided with the Boers in the Anglo-Boer War, first as a railway 
engineer and later as a commando in the Free State. Suffering from fever, he ended up in a hospital 
in Brandfort in 1900, where he committed suicide by shooting himself, as had his brother Vincent 
ten years before.  
 
Chris Schoeman’s biography of Cor van Gogh recreates South Africa in the last decade of the 
nineteenth century, tells the personal story of this young uitlander, as revealed in his letters, and 
describes his relationship with his famous brother Vincent. With new insights based on original 
research, this book is an important addition to South African and world history. 
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THE UNKNOWN VAN GOGH: THE LIFE 
OF CORNELIS VAN GOGH, FROM THE 

NETHERLANDS TO SOUTH AFRICA 
 

Chris Schoeman was born in Somerset East and has master’s degrees in history from the 
universities of Port Elizabeth and Colorado State. He has worked as a historian and journalist, 
and has authored and co-authored several books. These include District Six: The Spirit of 
Kanala, as well as the autobiographies of Springbok legends Danie Gerber, Frik du Preez and 
Os du Randt. His recent books include Boer Boy, Brothers in Arms, Angels of Mercy, 
Churchill’s South Africa, The Historical Karoo and The Somme Chronicles. 
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THE IMPOSSIBLE FIVE 

IN SEARCH OF SOUTH AFRICA’S MOST ELUSIVE 
MAMMALS 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  
Humorous, quirky, off-beat Natural History 
 
For many people, visiting Africa's game reserves is all about ticking off the Big Five: finding the five 
most dangerous animals on the continent - lion, leopard, elephant, rhino and buffalo. But what about 
those animals you have almost zero chance of seeing?  
 
Justin Fox drew up a list of the most elusive animals … and set off to find the ‘Impossible Five’: Cape 
mountain leopard, aardvark, pangolin, naturally occurring white lion and riverine rabbit.  
In a humorous, quirky, off-beat adventure story, Justin travel's around South African in search of these 
animals. Along the way he meets some very weird characters, absurd mammals, and ends up chasing 
imaginary animals as well as real. In the tradition of Gerald Durrell's My Family and Other Animals and 
Douglas Adams's Last Chance to See, Justin takes you on a journey into the secret world of forgotten 
animals. 
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Agent:                               Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

 
 
 

Travel writer and photographer Justin Fox is the editor of Getaway 
magazine. He studied at Oxford, after which he was a research fellow at the 
University of Cape Town, where he now teaches part time. His writing and 
photographs have been published worldwide and he is the author of a dozen 
non-fiction books. He lives and works in Cape Town. Justin’s first novel 
WHOEVER FEARS THE SEA (Umuzi 2014) came out to great reviews. 
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NATURAL HISTORY 

2 When the famous South African fish scientist Professor JLB Smith published Old Fourlegs - The 
Story of the Coelacanth in 1956 he created an international sensation. Coelacanths were once 
known only from fossils and were thought to have gone extinct 65 million years ago during the 
great extinction in which the dinosaurs disappeared. Smith’s dramatic account of the discovery of 
the first enormous coelacanth in 1938, and the second in 1952, was a best-seller in many languages. 
  
The book was published in five English editions and translated into nine foreign languages. This 
new book, The Annotated Old Fourlegs, includes a facsimile reprint of the original book with 
extensive notes in the margins and new introductory and concluding chapters that bring the 
coelacanth story up to date. 
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THE ANNOTATED OLD FOURLEGS 
 

Mike Bruton has known the coelacanth since childhood. He was born and educated in East 
London SA, where the first coelacanth was caught, and studied under JLB and Margaret 
Smith at Rhodes University in Grahamstown. He subsequently took over from Margaret 
Smith as Director of the JLB Smith Institute of Ichthyology (now the South African Institute 
for Aquatic Biodiversity) and launched a series of expeditions to study the coelacanth. He has 
been intimately involved in coelacanth conservation and has given talks around the world on 
‘old fourlegs’. 



 
 

 
 

THE BEDSIDE ARK 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
This riotous assembly of unrespectable creatures comprises 42 short accounts of southern Africa’s 
vibrant collection of wild animals. From the one-of-its-kind aardvark to the wilfully ignorant ostrich; 
the Houdini-like honey badger to the precariously specialised klipspringer; and from the curvaceous, 
sports-model springbok to the recklessly insensitive hyena – this book airs the dirty laundry (and shares 
the trade secrets) of some of our wackiest, most eccentric fauna. Many of the stories are illustrated 
with delightful line drawings. 
 
Basing his accounts on accurate, true-to-life detail, but always looking on the light side, author David 
Muirhead captures the weird and wonderful lives of his subjects, investigating their often exaggerated 
reputations, their habits, weaknesses, armouries and modi operandi.  
 
At once informative and hugely entertaining, this riotous assembly will appeal to anyone with the 
slightest interest in wildlife and – for its excellent entertainment value – will make a particularly 
wonderful gift. 

 
 

Publication: 
 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 
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Long-time journalist, English writer David Muirhead has published several books, including a 
collection of satirical short stories that drew acclaim from the British press. 
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DIVING IN MOZAMBIQUE 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The first ever guide to dives and diving in Mozambique. The book is an essential guide to the best 
dive centres in Mozambique and what they offer. It clearly and precisely details the following key 
information: 
 

• Facilities and equipment available 

• Size of dive groups 

• Length of dives 

• Who leads the dives 

• Distance to the launch site 

• The best time of year for diving 

• What there is to see 

• What health and safety precautions to take  

• With full-colour images and regional maps 

It’s the ideal diving trip planner, and the first and only book of its kind. 
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Robynn Hofmeyr is a qualified Dive Instructor, having done almost 800 dives in different oceans 
around the world. Ross Hofmeyr, Robynn’s son, is a qualified Dive master and medical doctor.  
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BAOBABS OF THE WORLD 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
A photographic masterpiece, this beautiful book is a fitting tribute to the baobab – an extraordinary 
and majestic tree found principally in Madagascar, and peripherally in Africa and Australia. The first 
section offers a short introduction to the classification and general description of baobabs, details of 
their life history, biogeography, dispersal, and their role in people’s lives.  
 
The second section comprises a guide to each of the eight baobab species, including botanical 
description, details of their habitat, distribution and principal uses, accompanied by clear images and 
line drawings of the leaves, flowers, fruits, and growth habit of each species. Interesting text and lavish 
photographs throughout make this book irresistible for specialist botanists and lay enthusiasts alike, 
and it will have particular appeal for tourists too.  
 

• Extraordinary, stunning photographs 

• Interesting text revealing little-known facts about these unusual trees 

• A comprehensive ID guide to the eight baobab species 

• The diverse uses of baobabs and their role in local culture 

• Wide appeal – from botanists to tourists 
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Andry Petignat is an amateur plant enthusiast with a particular interest in succulents, including 
baobabs. He has authored Guide des plantes succulentes du sud-ouest de Madagascar, published in 
2009, and is responsible for the famous Arboretum d’Antsokay in Toliara, Madagascar.  
 
Louise Jasper is a British photographer of nature, an artist and designer with a special interest in the 
diversity of flora and fauna in Madagascar. She has lived in Toliara since 2006 and has travelled widely 
in the country in search of baobabs. She has also contributed to a range of publications on the wildlife 
of south western Madagascar. 
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LIVING SHORES 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Originally published in 1981, Living Shores was for many years the standard reference for marine 
science students. It was also embraced by a popular market for its fascinating insights into marine and 
coastal habitats and the life they support.  
 
After a long absence, this classic has been revived and thoroughly reworked to incorporate the many 
dramatic changes that our oceans and coasts have undergone over the past few decades. This book is 
the first of a two volume set, and examines the different marine ecosystems and how humankind 
interacts with them. It discusses the evolution of the sea and continents and looks at the ecology of 
coastal systems, including intertidal zones, beaches, dunes, estuaries, islands, kelp forests, and reefs. 
 
 The book unpacks the relationship between humans and the marine environment, and the 
consequences of harvesting and mining to meet our needs. It also addresses the impact of climate 
change, and highlights what can be done to protect our environment. Richly supported by full-colour 
photography and numerous explanatory illustrations, diagrams and graphs, this book will prove 
invaluable to students and teachers but will also appeal to anyone with a fascination for nature and our 
marine world in particular.  
 

• A holistic insight into our fascinating marine ecosystems 

• Well supported by colour photographs, illustrations, diagrams, and charts 

• Popular science, perfect for home and students 

Publication:                    2018 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
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George Branch is an NRF A-rated scientist who is world renowned for his research on marine ecology. 
Margo Branch is an award-winning biologist and illustrator with wide interests in research, 
interpretation, and education. Both are widely published authors of popular and scientific works, 
including the well-loved Two Oceans – A guide to the 
marine life of southern Africa.  
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FIELD GUIDE 

2 Following the format and style of A Complete Guide to Snakes of SA and Guide to Reptiles of SA, 
this guide offers the most authoritative and comprehensive treatment of frogs of the region ever 
produced. It covers all aspects of both frog and tadpole biology and behaviour; each frog and toad 
species (and their tadpole stage) is fully described, along with conservation status, calls, habitat 
and habits. Large, beautiful images and detailed keys – as well as quick 'Key ID points' panels – aid 
identification. Call sonograms and a CD containing most southern African frog calls are included. 
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A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE FROGS OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

Louis du Preez is a professor of Zoology at the North-West University, South Africa, where 
he heads the African Amphibian Conservation research group . His research interest lies with 
frogs and their parasites, subjects on which he publishes regularly. 
 
Vincent Carruthers is a well-known environmentalist, who has written and contributed to a 
range of highly regarded publications, including Frogs & Frogging in Southern Africa (Struik 
Publishers). 
 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 This detailed and comprehensive guide to the 151 snakes indigenous to southern Africa covers all 
essential aspects of snake biology and behavior. Now in its second edition, A Complete Guide to 
the Snakes of Southern Africa has been updated, revised and expanded to include at least 11 newly 
discovered and 30 re-classified species and sub-species. 
 
New information based on international scientific research has been included in the species 
accounts relating to behavior, identification, reproduction and snake venom.  
 
This readable and user-friendly guide will be invaluable to herpetologists, snake collectors, hikers, 
gardeners, campers and householders, or anyone who may encounter or want to know more about 
these fascinating and widely misunderstood reptiles. 
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A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE SNAKES 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

Johan Marais is an entrepreneur, naturalist and photographer and has contributed 
significantly to reptile conservation over the past 35 years. He has authored several books, 
including the best-selling Complete Guide to Snake in South Africa, and runs the African 
Snakebite Institute. He spends most of his time lecturing in reptiles and teaching the public 
about snake awareness, including how to handle snakes safely. 
 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 This photographic field guide to southern African birds comprises the biggest and most 
comprehensive collection of photographs of the region's birds in one volume.  
 
It describes and illustrates all 958 bird species found in southern Africa, and an additional 17 species 
recorded from the Southern Ocean and associated islands, and Antarctica. Over 2 500 images show 
age and sex plumage variations, perched and in-flight birds, and colour morphs where 
relevant. authors. 
 
Colour-coded distribution maps give resident and migratory status, and bird density. Annual 
seasonality bars show at a glance when species are present and when they breed. A-Z directory 
provides quick guide to locating groups. Group introductions provide additional clues to 
identification.  
 
This comprehensive guide follows traditional species sequence. It brings a new dimension to bird 
identification in southern Africa and will prove indispensable in the field. 
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THE COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC 
GUIDE:  BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

Ian Sinclair is one of Africa’s foremost field experts, and has travelled extensively on the 
African continent for over 30 years, studying birds. He has written numerous bird books, best 
known of which are Sasol Birds of Southern Africa, Field Guide: Birds of Southern African and 
Birds of Africa south of the Sahara. 
Peter Ryan is an Associate Professor at the University of CapeTown’s Percy FitzPatrick 
Institute of Ornithology, working on the biooogy and conservation of seabirds and the 
evolution of island birds. An excellent wildlife photographer, he has written seven books, 
including co-authoring Birds of Africa south of the Sahara and the 7th edition of Roberts’ Birds 
of Southern Africa. 
 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 Orchids of South Africa is the first field guide to local orchids to be published in over 30 years, and 
presents the more than 450 orchid species found in the region, including Lesotho and Swaziland. 
  
A comprehensive roundup of orchids in their natural habitat, the book features: 
 

multiple photos for each species 
distribution maps 
flowering time-bars 
succinct text, enabling sure identification of these fascinating plants. 
An illustrated introduction discusses orchid structure, ecology and conservation status. 
  

Informative, colourful and easy-to-use, Orchids of South Africa is the authoritative update 
enthusiasts have been waiting for. 
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ORCHIDS OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 

Steve Johnson (Phd) holds the South African Research Chair in Evolutionary Biology and is a 
Professor at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He is a leading international expert in the field 
of plant pollination bilogy, and a co-author of The Cape Orchids. 
Benny Bytebier (Phd) is the Curator of the Bews Herbarium and a Lecturer at the University 
of KwaZulu-Natal. Herbert Stärker is a leading photographer of South African orchids. He 
had been photographing orchids for nearly 40 years, and previous publications include The 
Cape Orchids. 9781775841395 Orchids of South Africa - Steven Johnson, Benny Bytebier & 
Herbert Starker HR.jpg 
 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 Sasol birds of Southern Africa remains the region's most comprehensively illustrated and trusted 
field guide. This fourth edition has been greatly improved by the addition of group introductions, 
calendar bars showing species' occurrence and breeding periods, a section on 'how to use this 
book', as well as sonograms depicting the calls of tricky bird groups. The newly designed plates are 
meticulously illustrated, with labels pinpointing key differentiating features. Distribution maps 
show the relative abundance of a species in the region and also indicate resident or migrant status. 
 
Written by top birders, this authoritative and comprehensive identification guide is invaluable to 
all birders 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
 

AUTHOR BIO 

October 2011 
Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

SASOL: BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

Ian Sinclair is one of Africa’s foremost field experts and has led many expeditions to find and 
research birds. He is the most published author on the birds of Africa and its adjacent islands and 
has written over 20 bird books. 
Phil Hockey (1956-2013) was Director at the Percy Fitzpatrick Institute of African Ornithology at 
the University of Cape Town. He was a recognized authority on the biology of southern African 
birds, and was Editor-in-chief of the 7th edition of Roberts Birds of Southern Africa. 
Peter Ryan is an Associate Professor at the University of Cape Town’s Percy Fitzpatrick Institute 
of Ornithology, and is currently serving as president of BirdLife South Africa. He has written 
several books. 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 Greater southern Africa has a wealth of mammal species, almost 400 – all of which are covered in 
this fully updated, comprehensive field guide. 
 
Now expanded to include species found in Angola, Zambia and Malawi, it has also been extensively 
revised to include: the most recent research and taxonomy, revised distribution maps and many 
new images, colour-coded grouping of families, spoor and size icons, skull photographs, grouped 
for easy comparison, detailed descriptions of each species, offering insight into key identification 
characters, typical behaviour, preferred habitat, food choice, reproduction and longevity. 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
 

AUTHOR BIO 

March 2015 
Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

STUARTS’ FIELD GUIDE TO MAMMALS 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

Chris and Mathilde Stuart are the highly regarded authors of a range of books on African 
mammals, wildlife and conservation, as well as scientific papers and popular articles. Much of 
their time is spent travelling the world, studying wild mammals and promoting their 
conservation. 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 Minerals are the building blocks of rocks – they make up the solid Earth’s crust. Understanding 
Minerals & Crystals takes a close look at minerals, how they form, why they differ and how to go 
about identifying them. 
 
It begins by examining the nature of atoms and the way they bind together to form minerals with 
distinctive crystal structures; and it discusses the nature and classification of these crystals, and 
includes a mineral identification key. 
  
The second part of the book contains detailed descriptions of some 80 common and important 
minerals, including how they were named, their properties, ID pointers, uses and where in the 
world they are found. All are lavishly illustrated with full-colour photographs. 
 
This book will be invaluable to those interested in any of the earth sciences, or in mineral/crystal 
collecting – from academics and students to general enthusiasts. 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
 

AUTHOR BIO 

September 2015 
Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

UNDERSTANDING 
MINERALS & CRYSTALS  

 

Bruce Cairncross is Professor of Geology and Chairman of the Geology Department at the 
University of Johannesburg. He has a special interest in documenting and preserving southern 
Africa’s mineralogical heritage, and is author or co-author of a number of books, including Field 
Guide to Rocks & Minerals of Southern Africa and Pocket Guide: Rocks & Mineral of Southern 
Africa. 
Terence McCarthy is a retired Professor of Mineral Geochemistry at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. He has wide research interests in the earth sciences, including economic and 
environmental geology, geochemistry and geomorphology, and is a leading expert on the 
geology of wetlands. He is co-author of The Story of Earth and Life and How on Earth? 



 
 

  

YA AND CHILDREN’S 



 
 

2 
CONTEMPORARY YA 

 2 A contemporary story of secrets, warped friendships and addiction 
 
Fascinating and harrowing, yet with hearty undercurrent of humour, this story examines a world 
that is all too familiar, and shows how those most dear to us can help to create a waking nightmare. 
 
Lily is trying to grow into herself but finds herself fading into her own shadows. Her irascible 
grandmother and friend Vera are trying to help, and although guarding secrets can stem from a 
hope to protect, the consequences can be disastrous. As Lily grows, we witness the creation of a 
brittle self-esteem, and dysfunctional notions of body, eating, and food.  
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
Agent: 
Rights Sold: 

AUTHOR BIO 

July 2009 
Kwela, an imprint of NB 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Southern African 

THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM 
 
 

Maya Fowler is a Vancouver-based novelist, editor, and translator. THE ELEPHANT IN 
THE ROOM, (Kwela 2009) was shortlisted for the Herman Charles Bosman prize. AS JY 
’N STER SIEN VERSKIET (‘When You See a Shooting Star’, Tafelberg, 2011) was 
shortlisted for both the Sanlam prize and the MER prize for youth literature. OM OP 
EIERS TE DANS (‘Dancing on Eggshells’, Maskew Miller Longman, 2011) won the 2011 
Maskew Miller Longman youth literature award. Her picture book TORTOISE FINDS 
HIS HOME (Book Dash, 2015) won the NDA Award for South African ECD Literature. 
Maya's adult novel PATAGONIA FUGUE is forthcoming with Penguin Random House 
SA. Maya translated Karin Brynard’s multi-award-winning Afrikaans-language crime 
novel PLAASMOORD into English for the international market. 

 



 
 

  
YA FANTASY 

2 Wryly sinister with a quirky, vulnerable heroine 
 
Apparently obnoxious and spoilt-rotten, Erin Dearlove has to move in with her bohemian aunt 
Kate. At first she struggles to adapt to the new lifestyle, but Erin soon starts to come out of her 
shell, mostly because of her blossoming friendship with the upstairs neighbour, Mister Devilskein, 
in apartment 6616.  
 
Erin who has an unspeakable secret of her own discovers that Mr Devilskein is the keeper of six 
mysterious doors, each leading on to six more doors and so on. He entrusts her with the keys for 
the Turquoise door, which leads to among things, an ocean cabinet, the lost works of William 
Shakespeare, and a beautiful Chinese garden.  
 
During her adventures in apartment 6616, Erin befriends a cricket named Zhou, and discovers a 
miserable prisoner named Julius Monk and his Book of Dooms. It’s this friendship with the demon 
Julius that ultimately leads to Erin breaking her promise to Mr Devilskein, the devastation that 
follows, and also her bartering her soul to save the lives of those she’s grown to love. 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 

AUTHOR BIO 

2014 
Penguin Random House SA Umuzi and Arachne Press UK 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie on behalf of Arachne Press UK 
All rights available excepting Southern African and UK. 

DEVILSKEIN & DEARLOVE 
 
 

Alex Smith is the author of Algeria’s Way, Drinking from the Dragon’s 
Well and Four Drunk Beauties. Her writing has been short-listed for 
the SA Pen Literary Awards and for the Sanlam Prize for Youth 
Literature. She lives in Cape Town.  
 

Nominated for the Cilip Carnegie Medal 
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MY GREAT EXPEDITION 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
In 1973 at the age of 6, Justin Fox went on a Grand Tour of Europe with his parents – from Cape 
Town to London, Paris, Munich, Vienna, Rome, Athens and the Greek Islands. 
This is his story of the magic of travel, the experience of other places and peoples – all of which 
has made him one of today’s great travel writers. 
 

 
 

Publication:                    2018 
Publisher:                        Bumble Books, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African, and Simplified Chinese 
 

 
 
 
Polymath Justin Fox is a writer, photographer, and 
the former editor of Getaway International magazine. 
He is the author of over a dozen books. 
 
Illustrator Lucy Stuart-Clark is a Cape Town-based 
artist. The exquisite illustrations were created using 
gouache-resist, mixed media, and collage. 

 

 

 
 
  

PICTURE BOOK 

AUTHOR BIO 



 
 

A DOG LIKE THAT! 
 

 THAT DOG AT THE BEACH! 
 

 

 
  

 

 
All dogs should be like this! 
Everybody tells her how dogs should be, but this girl knows better. This 
is a delightfully warm story about a little girl and her unruly, loveable 
best friend. 
 

  
Sequel to the award-winning A Dog Like That! this is another 
delightfully warm story about a little girl and her unruly, but loyal and 
loveable best friend who isn't like all the other dogs.  

 

THE ROADMAN BOOGIE 
 

 THE TOY FAIRY 
 

 

 
  

 

 
'I'm cold and bored and soggy,' sneezed the Roadman with a sigh.  
'All I do is Stop-Go-Stop at traffic sloshing by.' 
But when a loaded car pulled up, with music playing loud, the Roadman 
couldn't help himself and danced for all the crowd! 
 
A delightful way to find music and joy in everyday life. 
 

  
'If you don't put your toys away the Toy Fairy will take them while 
you're asleep,' said Dad. Joe knew there was no Toy Fairy, this was just 
Dad's story to get him to put his toys away at bedtime. But Joe was 
wrong. Not only did the Toy Fairy take the toys away, he also took Joe 
away. But it was all for a good cause… 

 

  



 
 

THE HOUSE THAT WENT TO SEA 
 

 AUNTY EDNA AND DUCK CREEK POND 
 

 

 
  

 

 
A wonderfully improbable adventure. Michael has to stay with his 
Granny by the sea while his parents are away on an adventure but when 
the house floats away the real adventures begin. 
Melinda Szymanik is the author of numerous books for children and is a 
recent winner of the New Zealand Post Children's Choice Book Award. 
 

  
Can true love convince people to accept differences? 
With typically beautiful artwork by Lisa Allen, this is a wonderfully 
witty story of wise Aunty Edna and two 'lovebirds' – swans Romeo and 
Juliet. The parents of Black Swan Romeo and White Swan Juliet forbid 
them to meet, but will Aunty Edna find a way to persuade them that 
true love can conquer all? 

 

THE MOUNTAIN WHO WANTED TO LIVE IN A HOUSE 
 

  

 

 
  

 
The impossible becomes possible in Maurice Shadbolt's only known 
children's story, published for the first time and beautifully illustrated 
by Renee Haggo, Thomas saves his town from a wandering mountain 
and gives an insight into why people paint. 
Maurice Shadbolt (1932-2004) is one of New Zealand's best-known 
writers and the author of twelve novels, four collections of stories and a 
number of works of non-fiction. Several are now considered classics. 
 

 Duck Creek Press is an award-winning New Zealand publisher of picture books. 
The emphasis is on quality, adventure, warmth, and intrigue. The books feature the 
work of a number of New Zealand’s finest authors and illustrators. 
 
Agent: Aoife Lennon-Ritchie on behalf of Duck Creek Press, New Zealand 
Rights Sold: All rights are available in most titles, apart from NZ, AUS, CHINA. 
US rights to Muddle & Mo, and Everywhere Artist have been acquired by Clarion 
Books. Hebrew rights to Why do Cats Have Tails? have been acquired by Tchelet 
Books. 

 



 
 

 
ROAD TO GLORY: AB DE VILLIERS 

ROAD TO GLORY: SIYA KOLISI 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Publication:                      2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 
Publisher:                     Jonathan Ball Publishing, South Africa (World). All rights 
excepting Southern African available 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Wonderfully entertaining stories of the rise to fame of South Africa’s sporting stars for 
readers aged 10-14. The books take the reader close to all the action and the ups and downs 
in the lives of these national and international sporting legends. 
 
AB de Villiers was building a name as a great schoolboy tennis and rugby player, but when 
he decided to focus on cricket, the word spread quickly about a talent that could not be 
contained. With two brothers a lot older than him, AB learned early how to play hard and 
never give up. In this inspiring story we watch as AB progresses through high school, then 
University, and learns how to play against the best. In his first Test series, AB struggles and 
wonders if he’s good enough to make it at this level. The outcome is an inspiration to sports 
fans and readers who love a good story. 
 
Siya Kolisa discovered early that rugby could be his route out of the grinding poverty in 
which he had grown up. He worked hard, made sure he was noticed and managed to secure 
a scholarship to the prestigious Grey College. He had to adapt quickly to a world he had 
never encountered before while keeping his roots in the community that he knew and 
loved. His hard work and natural ability saw him moving to Cape Town to join the Stormers, 
trying to break into the Springbok team, and learning to adjust to life at the top of the 
game that is a national obsession. 
 
More books by Jeremy in the series: Hashim Amla, Caster Semenya, Chad le Clos, Percy 
Tau, and Cheslin Kolbe. 

 
 
 

Jeremy Daniel Jeremy Daniel  is an author and a scriptwriter. His 
adult biography SIA KOLISI: AGAINST ALL ODDS was a South 
African No. 1 best-seller. Jeremy adapted his children’s book MY 
FOREVER FRIEND, a subtle and moving exploration of identity and 
learning to love oneself for the stage at Cape Town’s Baxter Theatre 
Centre. Jeremy was Head Writer for ‘Takalani Sesame’ - Africa’s 
Sesame Street - and a scriptwriter for television soap operas, 
magazine shows, and children’s adventure shows including 
‘Backstage’ and ‘Muvhango’.. Back in the day, he was the founding 
member and bass player for seminal Cape Town indie band Fetish. 
He lives in Cape Town with his wife and daughters. 

 

 
  

CHILDREN’S NON-FICTION 

AUTHOR BIO 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

TINA TADPOLE 
 

Tina tries her very best not to act out at school, but, she’s a little ... different, and sometimes she 
can’t help it. 
 
A clever frog once said it isn’t easy being green. 
You might think all witches have green skin, but actually only one in a thousand witches does.  
 
There is only one green-skinned witch at Miss Blackwing’s school: Tina. That’s how Tina 
Catchpole became known as Tina Tadpole.  
 
Being different isn’t easy, until you remember, in their own way, everyone’s different. 
 
TINA TADPOLE: WITCH IN TRAINING 
Teacher says everyone can choose their own pet.  When all Tina’s choices are deemed too silly, 
she decides a dragon will do just fine. 
 
FURTHER BOOKS IN THE TINA TADPOLE SERIES: Tina Tadpole: Magic Chef; Tina Tadpole: The 
Great Hat Chase; Tina Tadpole: Sports Day Disaster; Tina Tadpole: The Fish Witch. The first three 
stories, picture books aimed at 3-5 year olds, are complete at between 300 and 400 words each. 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
Rights 
Available: 

2017, 2020 
Imaginary House, South Africa  
 
All rights available excepting Southern Africa 

AUTHOR BIO 

 
 
David Bourke is an illustrator and graphic designer with more than 
twenty years’ experience. David has spent the last four years freelancing 
and being a stay-at-home Dad. Reading hundreds of children’s books to 
his daughter inspired him to create one of his own. 
  
 

PICTURE BOOKS 



 
 

 
 
 

 
ELEVATION: THE THOUSAND STEPS 

ELEVATION: THE RISING TIDE 
ELEVATION: THE FIERY SPIRAL 
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2 
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COMMERCIAL DYSTOPIAN YA 

2 A smart and pacy dystopian thriller trilogy, in the vein of Divergent, with an original 
mythology that draws on the power of African ancestor legends. 

 

16-year-old Ebba van Eeden has never known life outside the underground bunker known as 

the Colony. When she is suddenly ‘elevated’, she must leave everyone she has ever known and 

join the elite on the surface. Why has she been elevated, and who is the mysterious great aunt 

who has left her a fortune? 

 
As the last remaining genetic link to the earth Goddess Gya, Ebba is the only person who can 

retrieve the six missing amulets which will restore the Goddess’ power, and turn back the God 

Prospero, whose greed and vengeance have almost destroyed Earth. 

 
 

Publication: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUTHOR BIO 

In SA Aug 2017, Mar 2018, Aug 2018, by Human & 
Rousseau, an imprint of NB Publishers 
2020 in North America with Catalyst Press 
2022 Horus International, Egypt – World Arabic 
 

 

Helen Brain has written over 40 books for children. Also a creative writing 

teacher, Helen lives in Cape Town. When she’s not writing or teaching 

writing, Helen draws cartoons, and makes incredible crafty things for fun. 
 

Have a look at the book trailer here: 
http://bit.ly/2jaYlZJ 
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