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 FICTION 
 

 

Gail Schimmel THE WOMAN IN THE COFFEE SHOP Domestic Suspense 

Gail Schimmel NEVER TELL A LIE Domestic Noir / Thriller 

Gail Schimmel THE AFTERMATH Domestic Noir / Relationship 
Drama 

Gail Schimmel TWO MONTHS Domestic Noir / Thriller 

Gail Schimmel THE PARK Thriller / Relationship Drama 

Gail Schimmel WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE COWLEY 
TWINS 

Thriller / Mystery / Relationship 
Drama 

David Lambkin WHISPER OF LOVE, WHISPER OF DEATH Action Adventure / Espionage 

Kurt Ellis CHAIN OF CAUSE Thriller 

Kurt Ellis IN THE MIDST OF WOLVES Crime 

Matthew MacDevette THE SLIDES OF MARCH Commercial Thriller 

Laila Manack SISTERS OF THE CIRCUS Historical Drama 

Justin Fox THE WOLF HUNT WWII Naval Adventure 

Justin Fox THE CAPE RAIDER WWII Naval Adventure 

Carol Campbell MY CHILDREN HAVE FACES Drama 

Carol Campbell ESTHER’S HOUSE Drama 

Carol Campbell THE TORTOISE CRIED ITS ONLY TEAR Drama 

Hydendrych, Loxton, 
Power, & Schimmel 

CHASING MARIAN Women’s Commercial Fiction 

Vivian de Klerk SERPENT CRESCENT Cosy Crime 

Fred Strydom THE RAFT Speculative / Afrofuturism 

Terry Iland RESERVOIR OF LIES Crime / Family Dynamics 

Shevlin Mossai ACROSS THE KALA PANI Historical Fiction 

Marguerite Poland A SIN OF OMISSION Historical Fiction 

Gretchen Haley THE TEAROOM Uplit / Ensemble Drama 

Zakes Mda LITTLE SUNS General / African Fiction 

Achmat Dangor BITTER FRUIT Prestige Drama 

Chinenye Emezie GLASS HOUSE Family Saga 

Cheluchi Onuobia THE SON OF THE HOUSE Family Saga 

Tshidiso Molotsane JUNX Contemporary Cool 

Vincent Pienaar LIMERENCE Romance / Ensemble 

Irna van Zyl BLOODSTONE Commercial Crime 

Irna van Zyl DEATH CUP Commercial Crime 

Irna van Zyl DEAD IN THE WATER Commercial Crime 

  



  
 

NON-FICTION 
 

 

Andrew Pike MAYDAY OFF THE WILD COAST Action Adventure 

Van den Heever & 
Mhlongo 

CHANGING A LEOPARD’S SPOTS Natural History / Relationships 

Emmanuel Taban THE BOY WHO NEVER GAVE UP Inspirational True Story 

Barbara Zitwer THE KOREAN BOOK OF HAPPINESS Memoir / Lifestyle / Travelogue 

Winch & Parry TOO BLACK TO WEAR WHITES Historical Sports Bio 

  
 

HORROR 
 

 

Tindale & Olsen BUNNY Psychological Horror 

Faith Pierce THE FACE YOU WEAR Psychological Horror 

Tom Deady OF MEN AND MONSTERS Horror 

R.B. Wood BAYOU WHISPERS Supernatural Thriller 

M.A. Gunnells BEFORE HE WAKES Horror Suspense 

Garrett Boatman FLOATERS Victorian Zombie Adventure 

Christina Bergling FOLLOWERS Domestic Thriller 

Ben Lathrop MIDNIGHT HORROR SHOW Suspense / Thriller 

Edward J. McFadden TERROR PEAK Adventure / Horror 

AJ Franks THE BOY WITH THE SPIDER FACE American Horror 

Chad Lutzke THE PALE WHITE American Horror 

Richard Farren Barber TWENTY YEARS DEAD British & Irish Horror 

Mark Allan Gunnells WHEN IT RAINS Supernatural Horror 

Lutzke, Boden, & Ford WOUNDS TO WISHES Anthology / American Horror 

Jasper Bark HARMED AND DANGEROUS Southern Gothic 

  
 

CHILDRENS AND FAMILY 
 

 

Kay Carmichael SOPHIE THE GIANT SLAYER Graphic Novel 

Kathleen Wilford CABBY POTTS, DUCHESS OF DIRT Children’s / Historical Fiction 

Nikki Slade Robinson PIGEON HOLED Preschool / Bridge 

Matthew MacDevette THE TILTED PENTAGRAM Teen /Alternative History 

Helen Brain THE ELEVATION TRILOGY Teen / Commercial Dystopian 

Aoife Lennon-Ritchie A VIKING LEGEND: THE VIOLACEOUS 
AMETHYST 

Family Adventure / Comedy 

Jeremy Daniel JUMPER & JACK Historical Family Adventure 

Marc Dey PETAL PETUNIA PIXIE PRIVATE EYE Children and Family 

David Bourke TINA TADPOLE Preschool / Bridge 

Lindsay J. Sedgwick WULFIE Contemporary Young Children’s 
Fiction 

Clarke, Clarke & 
Snaddon 

KARIBA Graphic Novel 

Silverston, Delle Donne 
& Samuel 

PEARL OF THE SEA Graphic Novel 

  



FICTION 
 
 

 

GAIL SCHIMMEL 
Schimmel is the author of seven standalone novels. She writes domestic noir / pacy 
thriller / mystery that feature lots of women and characters with secrets.  
Often with ensemble and intergenerational casts, Schimmel’s books are set in 
Johannesburg’s affluent suburbs – the settings are easily transposable. 
 

 

THE WOMAN IN 
THE COFFEE 

SHOP 
 

DOMESTIC SUSPENSE 
 

Monique and Ben Cohen have been married for 25 years. They both know that they 
didn’t get married for the right reasons, but they’re happy with the decision they made. 
They have a good life, in a beautiful house, with three children that they adore. It all 
worked out in the end. Or did it? 
 
Monique has become obsessed with being the perfect wife and mother. Her sense of 
self is attached to the compliments she receives from friends and relatives. From her 
appearance to her home to her children – nobody will be allowed to see the cracks.  
 
Ben knows that he gave up on a part of himself and his dreams when he married 
Monique. He’s an actuary, working for a corporate, and not the artist that he longed to 
be. If anyone asks, he’s happy. 
 
Their daughter Rose is struggling with her friendships and the daunting world of 
teenage parties. But she knows that even if she gets frustrated, Monique’s rules will 
keep her safe. 
 
Until Ben meets Daisy. And Rosie meets Margie. And everything starts to fall apart. 

 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  Mistresses, Fatal Attraction, Disclosure 

 

 

NEVER TELL A 
LIE 

 

DOMESTIC NOIR / THRILLER 
 

After a tumultuous marriage, Mary Wilson is happy in her uncomplicated life, focusing 
on her twelve-year-old son. She has always been content with her little family, but then 
she finds a postcard that throws her past into question… 
 
When her high school reunion comes along, Mary jumps at the chance of a distraction 
from the shocking discovery, and meeting her old classmate, April, feels like a gift. 
Despite barely remembering April, Mary throws herself into the new friendship and 
finds her previously quiet social life reinvigorated. 
 
But as the bonds between them are forged, Mary finds herself drawn further and 
further into April’s life and marriage, increasingly fearing that everything is not as 
perfect as it seems. Is her own painful past clouding her judgement, or is Mary right to 
suspect that the people she trusts most are the ones with the most to hide? 
 

 
 

 

Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  The Girl on the Train; Apple Tree Yard 

 



 

TWO MONTHS DOMESTIC NOIR 
 
When Erica wakes up to discover that she can’t remember the last two months of her life, 
she wants to know what she’s missed. She soon realises that she’s lost more than two 
months.  
 
What Erica doesn’t know:  
- Why her Facebook and WhatsApp histories have been scrubbed  
- Why she’s lost her job  
- Why her friends won’t speak to her anymore  

 
What Erica knows:  
- Her darling husband Kenneth, the love of her life, is lying to her.  
 
 

 

 
Ideal for: Feature 
Similar to:  Before I Go To Sleep; The Girl on The Train 

 

 

THE PARK 

THRILLER 

 

Rebecca doesn’t expect to make new friends at this stage of her life. But when she 

becomes mother to little Amy, she finds herself spending her afternoons in the park. There 

she meets other mothers: first flamboyant, fun Rose, and then single-mom Lilith, whose 

inner strength is tangible, and whose eyes never leave her toddler. 

 

Very soon the women have formed a trio – the type of friends who feel at home in each 

other’s kitchens – and their daughters begin to behave like sisters. But Rebecca is about 

to learn that friendship is not always what it seems, and that sometimes you trust the 

wrong people. At exactly the moment when she needs to lean on them, one of her new 

friends harbours a shocking secret, and the other will turn on her in a way she could never 

have anticipated. 

 

 

Ideal for: Series / Limited Series 
Similar to:  The Missing; Happy Valley; Broadchurch 

 

THE AFTERMATH DOMESTIC NOIR / RELATIONSHIP DRAMA 
 
Twenty-six years is a long time not to be alive. 
 
Since The Accident that ruined her life, Catherine has lived on autopilot, going through 
the motions of work and motherhood without being fully present. Trying to fill the gap, 
her daughter, Julia, is looking for love in all the wrong places, and wreaking havoc on 
the lives that she touches along the way.  
 
Now that Julia is an adult, facing her own challenges, it might be time for her and her 
mother to unravel the demons that they have lived with since the accident. 
 
THE ACCIDENT is told from four points of view: Julia; her mother, Catherin; her lover, 
Daniel; and Daniel’s wife, Claire. 
 
 

 

 
Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  Big Little Lies; An edgy The Gilmore Girls 



WHATEVER 
HAPPENED TO THE 

COWLEY TWINS 

THRILLER 
 

32-year-old Tertia Cowley took her two-and-a-half-month old twins with her to a 
doctor’s appointment. Cowley had arranged that her husband would pick the twins up 
from the doctor’s rooms en route home. When the doctor called Cowley in for her 
appointment, her husband had not yet arrived, so she left the twins under the care of 
the receptionist. She explained that her husband would arrive to fetch them. About ten 
minutes later, a well-dressed, middle-aged white man arrived in the reception area. He 
said that he was Mrs Cowley’s husband, and that he would take the twins with him. The 
receptionist handed the twins over.  
 
A few hours later the truth emerged: Alan Cowley arrived home from work, and 
apologised that he had been unable to fetch the twins. It was then that the Cowleys 
came to the horrible realisation: an impostor had abducted their daughters. They 
immediately called the police, but it was too late. Despite extensive investigations, no 
trace of the Cowley Twins has ever been found. But what happened to the blue-eyed, 
blonde girls, Isabella and Melissa? 

 
 

 

 
Ideal for: Series / Limited Series 
Similar to:  The Missing; Happy Valley; River 

 

 

 

DAVID LAMBKIN 
 
David Lambkin was born in England but has spent many years in Africa. He divides his time 
between running his own advertising agency and his pursuit of solitude in the wilder parts of 
east, central and southern Africa.  

 

WHISPER OF 

DEATH, 

WHISPER OF 

LOVE 

ACTION ADVENTURE / ESPIONAGE 
 
Paul Morgan is a washed-up novelist in Zanzibar, where he’s writing an article on dhows 
for a travel magazine. Here he meets two intriguing characters: the elderly ex-spy 
Amadeo Sandollar and his charge Angelika, a striking young girl with white-blonde hair 
and tribal incisions on her cheeks, whose lion conservationist parents were murdered by 
poachers. Paul is hooked by their story and gets entwined into their lives, ultimately 
acting as a surrogate father to Angelika.  
 
The narrative shifts between Sandollar’s glamorous, dangerous days as an upper-crust 
MI5 operative posing as an elephant hunter in Mozambique during the run-up to World 
War II, and the present day as Paul becomes involved in avenging the deaths of Angelika’s 
parents. He ends up attempting to crack a 60-year-old plot, in which Sandollar’s past and 
the dark motives of the thugs trying to kill Angelika converge.  
 
In the present day, the plot revolves around environmentalism, a weaponized Ebola virus 
used as a tool by terrorists, and vaccine development. A thread of romance and poignant 
loss runs throughout. Paul Morgan’s former lover died of cancer, and he’s been unmoored 
since then. He’s a man looking for love, and, in 007 style, having plenty of sex with 
powerful, intelligent, bombshell women along the way.  
 

 
 

Ideal for: Feature 
Similar to:  The Constant Gardener, The English Patient, Early James Bond 

  



 

KURT ELLIS 
 
Kurt Ellis is a screenwriter and the author of three novels. He is a winner of the Harry Oppenheimer 
Creative Writing Award and is currently enrolled in the creative writing master’s programme at the 
University of the Witwatersrand. He lives in Johannesburg with his family.  
Ellis writes gritty crime from a diverse perspective. 

 

CHAIN OF 
CAUSE 

 

CRIME / THRILLER 
 
 
Fast paced blackly-comic thriller about a group of four friends who attempt to commit 
insurance fraud worth millions. Unfortunately, the friends make one mistake and poor 
decision after another, putting them on a collision course with a relentless Ukrainian fraud 
investigator, a psychopathic American hitman, a ruthless local drug lord, and an Eastern 
European mobster. 
 
Gabriel, passed over for promotion, decides to set up his own business. The business is a 
spectacular failure and he loses everything. Desperate and furious, he enlists his best 
friend Skellie, a conman, drug addict and drug dealer, to help him strike back at the 
institution that he feels has wronged him. Forced to enlist help on the inside, the mistakes 
come thick and fast and as the bodies pile up, Gabriel and Skellie do their best to make it 
out of their scheme alive. 
 
A dark caper about injustices – historical, racial, gender, economic, and social - and an 
indictment of the practices in the financial industry in which Ellis has almost two decades 
of experience.  
 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Feature / Series, with potential to be returnable 
Similar to:  In Bruges, Get Shorty, A Serious Man 

 

IN THE MIDST OF 
WOLVES 

CRIME / COP DRAMA 
Nick Creed, expert criminal profiler, hunts down human monsters for a living.  
 
Back in South Africa after working with the FBI, he is haunted by his past mistakes, 
including the death of his fiancée. When a young woman is murdered and dismembered 
in her Johannesburg apartment, Creed’s long-time friend and head of the SAPS’ 
Investigative Psychological Unit, Major Eli Grey, enlists his help in investigating the 
murder – an attempt to save the self-destructing Creed from himself. But not all the Unit’s 
members welcome his involvement, and there are those intent on exposing his secrets.  
 
The young woman’s community are convinced she was the victim of a witch called 
Nomtakhati, but Creed’s hunch points to an angry ex-boyfriend. Who, or what, is really 
behind the murder? Could it be Nomtakhati, who believes Nick Creed is uSatane? In the 
Midst of Wolves is a dark psychological thriller about metaphorical demons from the past 
and the living monsters who target the innocent. 
 

 Ideal for: Returnable Series 
Similar to:  The Fall; Bosch; Unforgotten  

 

 

  



THE SLIDES OF 
MARCH 

COMMERCIAL THRILLER 
 
'Keeton Foley isn’t just a strategy consulting firm, it’s a family’. And Madeline O’Hara 
wants out.  
 
Burnt out from six years of impossible deadlines, the guilt of time away from her 
daughter, and phrases like 'catalytic synergy', she needs to resign. But she can't afford to 
- not with her debt, not in this economy, not unless that long-awaited bonus finally comes 
through. So when the firm’s co-founder, Veronica, asks her to do something 
reprehensible on the eve of their company retreat to Bermuda, she knows she can’t 
refuse. It's a real 'step-up opportunity', after all. 
 
Madeline searches desperately for ways to appease Veronica and the other Partners 
without becoming a villain herself, but in the process stumbles across an even greater 
threat to her moral compass. Someone is planning to kill the Partners. All of them. On the 
last night of the retreat. Madeline has four short days to figure out how to stop the murder 
plot. But as the Partners push her ever further to do their dirty work, and as years of 
exhaustion, stress, and 'pls send edits by Sunday EOD' finally begin to unravel her, she 
begins to wonder… why should she? 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series, potentially returnable 
Similar to:  The Firm, Duplicity, Horrible Bosses. 

 

 

SISTERS OF THE 
CIRCUS 

HISTORICAL DRAMA 
 
Trapeze-artist twins Kahina and Noor are one of a kind. Kidnapped from their home in 
India, they were sold to a travelling circus in Europe at four years old. Now it’s the Roaring 
Twenties, the girls are twenty-one, and they want to escape their circus trailer and 
abusive ringmaster and make their way to India to find their birth parents.  
 
The circus world is all they know: the daily drills in technique; the fittings for sumptuous 
costumes that will make their dark complexions shine and keep customers rolling up to 
buy tickets; the blue-and-white striped tent with its coloured lights and the smell of 
popped kernels and melted caramel wafting through the stands; and their renowned 
double act: two young women leaping, tumbling and soaring above the audience.  
 
Yet beyond its glamour, Garrett’s circus is rife with cruelty. You’re only as good as your 
last trapeze act, and secrets behind the curtain are sinister enough to kill. When Kahina is 
forced to train a handsome new recruit in the art of trapeze work, his disdain for rules 
pushes her out of her comfort zone and ignites a sequence of events that threaten to force 
the sisters apart. Laila Manack’s debut novel is a vivid tale of the power of sisterhood and 
womanhood, trust and self-worth, flying and falling and getting up again, no matter what. 

 

 

 

Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  The Prestige, Nightmare Alley, Water for Elephants 

 

  



 

 

JUSTIN FOX 
 
Justin was a Rhodes Scholar and holds a PhD in English from Oxford University. He was a research 
fellow at the University of Cape Town after his doctorate, where he still teaches part-time. Justin 
writes best-selling naval adventure novels. The Jack Pembroke series of books are set during WWII. 

 

THE CAPE 
RAIDER  
(BOOK 1) 

HISTORICAL FICTION 
 

Scarred – physically and emotionally – by the brutal warfare at Dunkirk, Jack Pembroke 
decides to leave his home in England to join his father, Admiral Pembroke, in the South 
African Cape.  
 
A fledgling naval force is preparing to fight the coming onslaught of German raiders, and 
Jack is soon thrust back into action when he is appointed commander of a minesweeping 
flotilla. Unknown to Jack, a Nazi commerce raider has left Germany for the Cape 
intending to wreak havoc on Allied shipping. And it’s heading straight for him…  
 
Under Jack’s command are an eclectic bunch of men who are unsure of their foreign 
captain. But he must unite them into a powerful fighting unit if he has any chance of 
defeating the dangerous enemy. Can Jack overcome his demons and lead his men to 
victory? Or will his first battle off the South African coast be his last? 
 
This best-selling book is the first in the Jack Pembroke series of naval thrillers.  
 

 

Ideal for: Series of Features / Returnable Series 
Similar to:  Dunkirk; Das Boot; 1917 

 

THE WOLF HUNT 
(BOOK 2) 

WWII NAVAL ADVENTURE 
July-Oct 1941. 
 
Lieutenant Jack Pembroke is placed in command of a small, anti-submarine flotilla at the 
Royal Navy base of Simon’s Town. But he has precious little time to train his officers and 
men, and prepare his ships, for the arrival of the Nazi wolf packs – U-boats sent by Admiral 
Donitz from bases in France to cripple the Cape convoy route. With the Mediterranean all 
but closed to maritime traffic, and Rommel’s Forces rampaging through North Africa, this 
sea route is vital to supplying allied forces in Egypt at a critical point in World War II. 
 
Meanwhile, Jack has found a new love at the Cape, but everything will hang in the balance 
with the arrival of the enemy in the South African waters. Gruppe Savanne carries on 
board a South African spy (and ardent Nazi) to be landed on the coast near Cape Town 
and begin a campaign of sabotage, assassination and rebellion bent on toppling the pro-
British government of Prime Minister Smuts. 
 
With the spy safely ashore, and the Cape Peninsula successfully attacked, Jack now has 
to escort a vital convoy from Cape Town to Durban. But Savanne’s U-boat pack is lying in 
wait in the storm-ravaged waters off the southern tip of the continent… 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Series of Features / Returnable Series 
Similar to:  Dunkirk; Das Boot; 1917 

 

  



 

 

CAROL CAMPBELL 
 
Carol Campbell is a journalist who has worked for the Argus, the Cape Times and the Mercury. 
She lives in Shetland with her family. Carol has written three novels set in the heart of the Karoo 
about the people who live there. 

 

MY CHILDREN 
HAVE FACES 

PRESTIGE DRAMA 
 
Suspenseful, moving novel about the nomads of the South African bush 
 
It’s been 15 years of hiding for Muis. Now, with the Karoo bush so dry, Kapok, her man, 
insists on pointing their donkey cart to Leeu Gamka, the one place Muis never wants to 
see again. Miskiet is waiting for her there and is going to make her pay for what she did.  

Little Witpop is excited. Town means she can watch TV and maybe go to school, while her 
brother Fansie hopes there will be more food for him and their baby sister, Sponsie. 

Their return unleashes the devil and has them desperately fleeing. The police can’t help if 
you don’t have papers to prove that you were born. Vividly showing the invisible people 
of the Great Karoo, Carol Campbell’s thrilling novel brings the nomadic karretjiemense to 
life. 
 
 

 

 
Ideal for: Feature 
Similar to:  This is not a burial, it’s a resurrection. 

 

 

ESTHER’S 
HOUSE 

PRESTIGE DRAMA 
 
A story of greed, power, and the fight for what is right when good people are pushed too 
far. 
 
Esther Gelderblom has been waiting for a house for twenty years. In the bitter 
Oudtshoorn winter she and her friend Katjie queue to ask when their names will finally 
appear on the government’s list of housing recipients. Esther dreams of a home for her 
daughter Liedjie, who plays the keyboard for the Bless Me Jesus church, and for her 
husband, Neville, who will then get his life in order. 
 
But corruption is rife as housing officials manipulate the list for favours. When Katjie’s 
shack burns down, the two women take matters into their own hands, occupying two 
empty houses and setting in motion events that will compromise everything they hold 
dear.  
 
 
 

 

 
Ideal for: Feature 
Similar to:  Disgrace, Hopeville. 

 
 
 
 

  

 



THE TORTOISE 
CRIED ITS ONLY 

TEAR 

PRESTIGE DRAMA 
 

It’s a black Karoo night and a young woman, covered in blood, is running along a deserted 

dirt track. In her hand is a broken beer bottle. When she stops it is to vomit and then to 
look for water. A terrible thing has happened and the woman, Siena, has to reach 
Seekoegat Primary School at the end of the track, the only place she knows that is safe. 
It’s a long way to run, a three-day ride on a donkey cart. 
 
Boetie is a boy running wild. Deprived and neglected, he is always up to mischief but his 
friendship with Siena gives him self-worth. When Ou Ana, his mother-figure, hits a farmer 
over the head with a spade he is left to survive on his own. 
  
Kriekie is a basket case. As the child of a prostitute working the truck-stops along the N1 
he has no home and, like Boetie, no structure. When his mother doesn’t come back, a 
small act of kindness by a woman running a shop at the truck-stop sees him end up at 
Seekoegat Primary. 
 
Carol Campbell’s crisp, moving story of Siena, Boetie, and Kriekie, tells of lives 
intersecting, events forcing choices, and how the people we meet change our destinies. 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Feature 
Similar to:  Nomadland, Beasts of the Southern Wild 

 

 

 

CHASING 
MARIAN 

COMMERCIAL WOMEN’S FICTION 
 
Four strangers, two cities, one chance online meeting. 
 
Jess is a yummy mummy of two whose life is slowly unravelling and who has recently 
separated from her husband. Ginger is a happily widowed granny with a salty tongue and 
wicked sense of humour. The gorgeous and sensitive Matt is an almost-qualified 
psychologist, who still lives with his parents. Queenie, a librarian from Cape Town, has an 
absent boyfriend and a secret writing habit. 
 
What could these four strangers possibly have in common? 
 
They are all die-hard Marian Keyes fans. And when they hear that Marian is due to visit 
South Africa to attend a literary festival, they are all desperate to meet her. Together they 
come up with a mad-cap plan. Will they succeed – or will life intervene? 
 
 

 Ideal for: Feature / limited series / Returnable series 
Similar to:  Juliet, Naked; New Year’s Eve; He’s Just Not That into You. 

 

  



 

SERPENT 
CRESCENT 

COSY CRIME 
 
Recently retired English teacher Megan Merton has lived in Qonda all her life, most of it at No. 8 
Serpent Crescent. So who better than this self-styled pillar of society to shine a spotlight on the 
decline and dysfunction of the town, not to mention the dubious activities, past and present, of her 
neighbours. 
 
Pity she's a sociopath. 
  
Megan believes bad behaviour deserves harsh punishment and has been taking matters into her own 
hands, unnoticed, for years. And now she has decided to write it all down. 
  
Then her neighbour Elizabeth from No.9 suffers a stroke and Megan is entrusted with the keys to her 
house. While Elizabeth begins a long recovery at the local care facility, Megan relishes the chance to 
snoop. Curious as to ‘what a stroke victim looks like’, she decides to visit and see for herself. A bond 
develops between the two women, something that takes both of them by surprise. 
  
Vivian de Klerk’s sharp observations and brilliantly acerbic satirical wit make this multi-layered novel 
at once horrifying, shocking, poignant – and very, very funny.  

 

 

 Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  Notes on a Scandal via Miss Marple 

 
 

 

 

THE RAFT GROUNDED SCI-FI / AFROFUTURISM 
 
On day zero, humankind collectively lost its memory, no-one remembers anything, or 
anyone. The collapse of civilisation is as instantaneous as it is inevitable. A mysterious 
and oppressive movement called The Renascence comes to power and forces people to 
live in isolated communes and to conform to their ideals. As memories of families and 
past lives start to trickle back, some people begin to question the regime.  
 
For a man named Kayle Jenner, confined by the regime to a commune on a remote beach, 
all that remains is the vague and haunting vision of a son ... That, and a wooden raft. 
 
Kayle has questions, and he’s punished just for having them. He escapes from the 
commune when the raft he’s strapped to for punishment breaks free. 
 
With help from the enigmatic Gideon, Kayle sets out to find and rescue his son Andy. 
Kayle doesn’t find it odd that the people he meets all have memories that help and guide 
him. Until it becomes clear that some people’s ‘memories’ are not their own. 
 
But Kayle’s are. Kayle definitely remembers Andy. And he’s going to find him. And if he 
does, Kayle will discover more than just his lost past. He will discover the truth behind 
Day Zero. 

 

 
 

Ideal for: Returnable series 
Similar to:  Lost; The Life of Pi; The Road 

 

 

FRED STRYDOM 
 
is an acclaimed author, screenwriter, and director. He has adapted Ania Alhborn’s novel BROTHER, 
his second novel THE INSIDE OUT MAN, and is adapting an Afrofuturistic feature in the vein 
of BLACK PANTHER. Fred has many original feature screenplays ranging from African gothic to sci-
fi thrillers, and a third novel on the way. 



 

TERRY ILAND 
 
Iland is an award-winning UK-based director who has directed close to 200 hours of TV 
and film, including episodes of EastEnders, Casualty, The Bill, Emmerdale, Heartbeat, 
Doctors and other BBC and ITV dramas. RESERVOIR is his first novel. 

 

A RESERVOIR 
OF LIES 

COMMERCIAL FICTION / CRIME SAGA 
 
Chief Nursing Officer Emer O’Connell and long-time boyfriend Detective Inspector Nick 
Walker announce their engagement at her millionaire father Pat and mother Joan’s 
wedding anniversary.  
 
At the party, Pat announces his retirement and taps Emer to takeover. Having no intention 
of changing her job, she resents her father’s presumption and, furious, refuses. Her brother 
Martin is equally livid, having assumed he would get the top position. 
 
Furious, Martin sets out for his night club, where he finds his cousin Kevin Grimes – a drug 
dealer who owes him m0ney and a large stash of drugs. Martin bludgeons him to death and 
covers up the killing with his brother Daniel and his partner Sean. Nick is assigned Kevin’s 
case, and the investigation tests his relationship with Emer. 
 
Set in London and Essex’s affluent suburbs featuring a cast of upwardly mobile Irish 
immigrants. Easily transposable setting. 
  
Ideal for: Returnable Series 
Similar to:  Succession; The Sopranos 

 

 

ACROSS THE 
KALA PANI 

HISTORICAL FICTION 
This sweeping intergenerational historical novel is an epic saga about four women who 
become part of the Indian diaspora ending up on the plantations of South Africa. 
  
Lutchmee, a young widow, escapes her vengeful mother-in-law and self-immolation on 
her husband's funeral pyre; she resorts to a marriage of convenience in the Madras 'coolie 
camp', marrying Sappani, who is grieving the death of his wife. 
  
Vottie is from the brahmin caste, an educated young woman who must contend with an 
abusive husband, Sarju. Chinmah, heavily pregnant when she boards the ship in Madras, 
is married to an older man as part of an unpaid debt. 
  
Gorgeous, shy Jyothi is single. On board ship these women form friendships and alliances, 
and help each other through various trials and tribulations. Once in Port Natal, the women 
are separated and sent to various farms, but their lives will be forever intertwined. 
 
 
 

 

Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series / Returnable Series 
Similar to:  Merchant Ivory Films 

 

  



 

 

A SIN OF 
OMISSION 

HISTORICAL DRAMA 
 

In the Eastern Cape, Stephen (Malusi) Mzamane, a young Anglican priest, must journey 
to his mother’s rural home to inform her of his elder brother’s death. First educated at the 
Native College in Grahamstown, Stephen was sent to England in 1869 for training at the 
Missionary College in Canterbury.  
 
But on his return to South Africa, relegated to a dilapidated mission near Fort Beaufort, 
he had to confront not only the prejudices of a colonial society but the discrimination 
within the Church itself.  
 
Conflicted between his loyalties to the amaNgqika people, for whom his brother fought, 
and the colonial cause he,as Reverend Mzamane,isexpected to uphold, Stephen’s journey 
to his mother’s home proves decisive in resolving the contradictions that tear at his heart. 
 
Shortlisted for the Walter Scott Prize. Winner of the Sunday Times Fiction Prize.  
 

 

Ideal for: Feature / Limited series 
Similar to:  Merchant Ivory Films 

  

 

THE TEAROOM COMMERCIAL FICTION / UPLIT 
 
In Tubby Reddy’s tearoom, a plan to live happily ever after has been simmering for twenty 
years… 
 
Thirapatheegadu Ezekieo Reddy (Tubby for short): 
 

• Proud proprietor of The Tearoom in deepest KZN, South Africa. 

• Long-suffering husband of Lynette, she of the hypochondria and the roving eye. 

• A man with a plan to run away with the love of his life. 
 
Tubby must pluck up the courage to confess his feelings to his kitchen assistant, Yogi. But 
just as Tubby is set to embark on his dream life, Lynette delivers a blow that may turn his 
scheme to ashes. 
 
Multiracial, mutigenerational feel-good ensemble, with a bit of crime and romance 
thrown in for good measure. 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  Kim’s Convenience; Recipes for Love and Murder 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ZAKES MDA 
 
Zakes Mda is the award-winning writer of novels, plays, poems and articles for academic journals and 
newspapers, and his writing has been translated into twenty languages. His creative work also includes 
painting, and theatre and film productions. 

 

LITTLE SUNS HISTORICAL AFRICAN FICTION 
 
'There are many suns,' he said. 'Each day has its own. Some are small, some are big. I’m named 
after the small ones.' 
  
It is 1903. A lame and frail Malangana – 'Little Suns' – searches for his beloved Mthwakazi after 
many lonely years spent in Lesotho. Mthwakazi was the young woman he had fallen in love with 
twenty years earlier, before the assassination of Hamilton Hope ripped the two of them apart. 
  
Intertwined with Malangana's story, is the account of Hope – a colonial magistrate who, in the 
late nineteenth century, was undermining the local kingdoms of the eastern Cape in order to 
bring them under the control of the British. It was he who wanted to coerce Malangana’s king and 
his people, the amaMpondomise, into joining his battle – a scheme Malangana’s conscience 
could not allow. 
 
 
 

 

 Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  This is not a Burial, It’s a Resurrection 

 

 

 

 

BITTER FRUIT PRESTIGE DRAMA 
 

The last time Silas Ali encountered Lieutenant Du Boise, Silas was locked in the back of a police 
van and the lieutenant was conducting a vicious assault on Silas’s wife, Lydia, in revenge for her 
husband’s participation in Nelson Mandela’s African National Congress. When Silas sees Du 
Boise by chance twenty years later, as the Truth and Reconciliation Commission is about to 
deliver its report, crimes from the past erupt into the present, splintering the Alis’ fragile peace. 
 
A clear-eyed story of a brittle family on the crossroads of history and a fearless skewering of 
the pieties of revolutionary movements, Bitter Fruit is a cautionary tale of how we do, or do 
not, address the deepest wounds of the past. 
 
 

 

 

 

Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  Crash 

 

ACHMAT DANGOR 
 
Achmat Dangor was an award-winning novelist who was banned in Apartheid 
South Africa. He taught literature and writing at City University, New Yoork. He 
was also the author of three poetry collections. 
 
 



GLASS HOUSE AFRICAN FICTION / FAMILY SAGA 
 
Undonwa’s family is at war – a war of relationships, played out under the tyranny of a 
monster dad. Twelve-year-old Udonwa has a peculiar love of her father, Reverend 
Leonard Ilechekwu, who favours her but beats his wife and other children. She sees his 
good side: after all, he pays the school fees in advance, and tells her that she is the one 
most likely to become a doctor in the family. 
 
But luck doesn’t last forever. When Udonwa’s eldest sister Adaora suddenly takes her 
from their family compound in Iruama to live with her in Awka, Udonwa experiences 
violence first-hand. 
 
Years later, while home on holiday from the University of Lagos, she overhears a secret 
that shakes her life to the core and shatters the dynamics of her family. 
 
 

 

 
Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  Half a Yellow Sun 

 

 

THE SON OF THE 
HOUSE 

AFRICAN FICTION / FAMILY SAGA 
 
In the Nigerian city of Enugu in the 1970s, young Nwabulu, a housemaid since the age of 
ten, endures her employers’ endless chores. She is tall and beautiful and dreams of 
becoming a typist. She is also in love with a rich man’s son.  
 
Educated and privileged, Julie is a modern woman. Living on her own, she is happy to 
collect the gold jewellery love-struck Eugene brings her, but has no intention of becoming 
his second wife.  
 
When dramatic events force Nwabulu and Julie into a dank room years later, the two 
women relate the stories of their lives as they await their fate. Pulsing with vitality and 
intense human drama, Cheluchi Onyemelukwe-Onuobia’s debut is set against four 
decades of vibrant Nigeria, and celebrates the resilience of women as they navigate and 
transform what remains a man’s world. 
 
Mulit-prize winning novel, translated into 6 languages. 

 

 

 

Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  Half a Yellow Sun 

 

 

JUNX CONTEMPORARY COOL 
 
In Dobsonville township near Johannesburg, a few hours before the party of the year, a 
guy shares a joint with his friend Ari. Ari is always right. Ari is also imaginary. And winged. 
 
In a few hours, while Ari plays both angel and demon on his shoulder, our man will end up 
joyriding to a brothel in a snatched tourist rental car. 
 
But the police – and the burly tourists – are in pursuit. At some point, when you’re a 
hunted man and there’s a gun tucked into the waistband of your pants, things come to a 
head. Will he be okay? Ask Ari. Ari never lies. 
 
 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Feature / high octane limited series 
Similar to:  An African Run Lola Run 



 

LIMERENCE ROMANTIC DRAMA 
 

When Clarissa shook Scout from her life like crumbs from a picnic blanket forty years ago, she 
hoped she would never ever see him again. But here he is, on the doorstep of her luxe 
townhouse. She is more than surprised – she is offended – but, against her better judgment, 
she listens to his story.  
 
He regrets, Scout tells her, that they parted on such bad terms. To make amends, he has 
named her his sole beneficiary in his last will and testament. Look! It says so on page six. Oh, 
and by the way, could she lend him four hundred thousand bucks?  
 
Months later Clarissa is summoned to a lawyer’s office. She assumes Scout has kicked the 
bucket and that there will be a reading of his will. But when she arrives, four other women tell 
her to join the queue. 
 

 

 

 
Ideal for: Feature / Series 
Similar to:  He’s Not That Into You via The Golden Girls 

 

 

 

 

IRNA VAN ZYL 
 
Irna van Zyl is an award- winning journalist and media entrepreneur who headed up the magazines 
De Kat, Insig and BoekeInsig. Before becoming a full-time writer, she was the executive director 
of a leading marketing agency. Irna was awarded the Order of Tafelberg for her business 
achievements. Irna writes compulsive, immersive crime and thriller. 

 

BLOODSTONE COMMERCIAL CRIME 
All hell breaks loose when Detective Storm van der Merwe’s mom is pushed under a train 
at Paddington Station. Storm must rush to London, even though she’s in the middle of a 
murder investigation: leading South African fashion designer Beebee Bukelwa Babu was 
found dead in a luxury Hermanus hotel.  
 
Drumming up a team to investigate Beebee’s death is proving difficult in a town crippled 
by protest action and in the grip of a menacing charismatic prophet firing up crowds to 
hysteria. Storm soon realises that her mom was a deliberate target. And she is one too. 
Meanwhile Storm’s former colleague, the bumbling Andreas Moerdyk, now a PI, is doing 
his best to locate a missing and very valuable red diamond. 
 
From the murky streets of London to the diamond bourse in Antwerp, from secluded Port 
Nolloth to Storm’s beloved Hermanus, Irna van Zyl’s third crime novel unfolds at a heart-
stopping pace. 
 

 

 
Ideal for: Returnable Crime procedural 
Similar to:  Annika; Line of Duty; The Cuckoo’s Calling 

 

  



DEATH CUP COMMERCIAL CRIME 
 
 
When a notorious food blogger drops dead in a fancy Hermanus restaurant right in front 
of Detective Storm van der Merwe, Storm finds herself at the centre of a rotten mess: the 
blogger’s killer meal was laced with death cups, a mushroom more poisonous than even 
her most toxic restaurant review.  
 
But sniffing out the murderer is not Storm’s only task: she must put up former colleague 
Andreas Moerdyk when he quits his job, and to top it all her darling dog is missing. Amid 
frantic preparations for a glitzy awards ceremony to honour the best chefs in the country, 
the killer strikes again – and again. Storm needs to act before yet another deadly dish is 
served. 
 
 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Returnable Crime procedural 
Similar to:  Annika; Line of Duty; The Cuckoo’s Calling 

 

 

DEAD IN THE 
WATER 

COMMERCIAL CRIME 
Detective Storm van der Merwe is walking her dog on the beach when she makes a 
gruesome discovery: the body of a young journalist – missing a limb. For the residents of 
Grootbaai, corpses are bad for business: thousands of tourists from all over the world 
flock to this coastal town to shark-cage dive with its famous great whites.  
 
Storm is desperate to investigate the matter, but she’s been banished from the field to a 
dreary back office. She’s also carless after a tow-truck driver – an attractive one at that – 
crashed his truck into her Beetle. Meanwhile, in Cape Town, Storm’s former colleague 
Andreas Moerdyk is having problems of his own while investigating the death of a famous 
Springbok rugby player whose car was also hit by a tow truck.  
 
Is Storm’s car accident in some way related to the sports star’s fatal collision? And is there 
a link between the journalist’s death and stories of abalone poaching in Grootbaai? As 
Storm searches for answers, she realises that everyone’s a suspect and the stakes are 
deadly. 
 

 

 Ideal for: Returnable Crime procedural 
Similar to:  Annika; Line of Duty; The Cuckoo’s Calling 

 



  

 

MAYDAY OFF 
THE WILD 

COAST 

ADVENTURE 
 
It was a dark and stormy night in 1991 when a magician took over the bridge of the 
Oceanos passenger liner. The ship started taking in water in the auxiliary engine room just 
a few hours after it had set sail. Panicking, the crew scrambled into the lifeboats, leaving 
passengers largely to fend for themselves. The captain was nowhere to be found. 
 
The ship’s entertainment staff bravely stepped in to calm passengers and coordinate the 
abandon-ship and rescue operations. Lifeboats were launched in waves of several metres 
high. When they ran out of usable lifeboats 230 passengers and junior crew were left 
stranded on board the listing and rapidly sinking ship. The South African Air Force 
launched their biggest air rescue ever, with helicopter crews and Navy divers risking 
everything to evacuate the remaining passengers. One by one the passengers were 
airlifted off the ship – one of the first was Captain Yiannis Avranas, who was universally 
condemned for his lack of leadership.  
 
The story of this dramatic rescue - one of the greatest maritime rescues in the world -
which made headlines across the globe, unfolds like an adventure novel and is told from 
the perspective of all the key role players.  
 

 

 
Ideal for: Feature / Limited Series 
Similar to:  80’s adventure films crossed with WHITE LOTUS via CHERNOBYL 

 



NON-FICTION 

 

VAN DEN HEEVER & RENIAS MHLONGO 
Alex Van Den Heever is the general manager of the Tracker Academy, an NGO that trains 
people in the traditional skills of tracking. He is also director and shareholder of EcoTraining, 
the largest privately owned guide training school in Africa. 
Renias Mhlongo has spent 37 years working as a guide, tracker, and trainer and has 
accumulated thousands of hours tracking big game on foot at Londolozi Game Reserve and in 
wildlife areas around the world. 

CHANGING A 
LEOPARD’S 

SPOTS 

NATURAL HISTORY 
World-renowned wildlife trackers Alex van den Heever and Renias Mhlongo have spent 
more than two decades working together, tracking leopards and lions at Londolozi, 
jaguars in South America and grizzly bears in the United States.  
 
In Changing a Leopard’s Spots, Alex shares stories from his life with Renias, including the 
successes, failures, dramas, laughter, disappointments, and highlights. As they 
experience numerous adventures, Alex and Renias learn to trust and rely on one another 
– both in order to stay alive, in a literal sense because of the sometimes-dangerous 
environments in which they work, but also to develop a deep and meaningful relationship.  
 
By challenging each other and learning from one another they break down social, cultural, 
racial, and personal boundaries and obstacles that often divide South Africans; and in the 
process, the two men forge an unbreakable bond. 
 

 
Ideal for: Relationship-focussed wildlife Drama or documentary feature or series 

 

 EMMANUEL TABAN 
 
When the 17-year-old Emmanuel Taban arrived in Johannesburg, South Africa, from war-torn South Sudan 
with nothing, he had only five years of education behind him. Today he is a highly qualified pulmonologist, 
with a European Diploma in Adult Respiratory Medicine. Taban was the first pulmonologist in the world to 
perform a therapeutic bronchoscopy on a hypoxemic Covid-19 patient. 

 

THE BOY WHO 
NEVER GAVE UP 

MEMOIR 
In 1994, sixteen-year-old Emmanuel Taban walked out of war-torn Sudan with nothing, 
and nowhere to go. In the preceding months he was tortured at the hands of government 
forces, who falsely accused him of spying for the South Sudanese rebels and who made 
him convert to Islam.  
 
After a few weeks he managed to flee from the Islamic school where he was being kept 
but, yearning to be reunited with his family, he literally took a wrong turn and ended up 
in neighbouring Eritrea without any documentation. Too afraid to return to his home 
country, he set out on what would become a long and arduous journey to South Africa via 
countries like Ethiopia, Kenya, and Tanzania.  
 
Taban mostly lived on the street and along the way he faced many dangers, including 
corrupt border officials who took all his money, robbers and wild animals, but he refused 
to give up. At crucial moments when he thought all was lost, he was helped by Italian 
Comboni missionaries.  
 
Refusing to be a victim, Emmanuel Taban overcame extreme poverty, racism and 
xenophobia to become the man he is today. This heart-warming life story offers solace 
and inspiration in these trying times. 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Bio pic / Inspirational True Story / Rags-to-Riches Feature – drama or 
documentary 

Similar to:  The Queen of Katwe; Wild 



 

THE KOREAN 
BOOK OF 

HAPPINESS 

MEMOIR / LIFESTYLE 
 
From the very first moment she set foot in South Korea, Barbara Zitwer, literary agent to 
some of the most celebrated, prize-winning Korean authors, fell head-over-heels in love, 
discovering there a renewed sense of happiness and energy. 
 
In this witty, charming book, Zitwer shares all that she has learnt about this fascinating 
country: a vibrant, global powerhouse of culture and industry with an enduring devotion 
to the ancient philosophies of Han, Heung and Jeong (resilience, joy and the art of giving). 
 
We follow Zitwer as she travels from the buzzing capital of Seoul to a meeting with 
Buddhist nuns in the mountains, from the bizarre theme park within the Demilitarized 
Zone to the tropical island of Jeju, home to Haenyeo, the inspirational, octogenarian, 
female divers. Along the way she regales us with hilarious anecdotes of her cultural faux 
pas, top travel tips and local recipes as well as magical moments of understanding and 
connection. 
 
The Korean Book of Happiness invites you to explore a beguiling culture and learn how 
the Korean way can make your life happier and more fulfilled. 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Lifestyle Series 
Similar to:  Tidying Up with Marie Condo, The Goop Lab. 

 

 

TOO BLACK TO 
WEAR WHITES 

HISTORICAL SPORTS BIO 
 
William Henry ‘Krom’ Hendricks was the first sportsman to be formally barred from 
representing South Africa on the basis of race. Hailing from Cape Town’s Bo-Kaap, he 
played in 1892 for the South African Malay team against the touring English, who insisted 
that he was among the best fast bowlers in the world. This made his exclusion from South 
Africa’s tour of England in 1894 and subsequent Test series all the more unjust.  
 
Ranged against Hendricks were virulent racism and a political alliance between arch-
imperialist Cecil John Rhodes, Afrikaner Bond leader J.H. Hofmeyr, and cricket 
administrator William Milton. Too Black to Wear Whites documents Hendricks’s tireless 
struggle for recognition and the public controversies around his exclusion. Krom 
Hendricks’ life story is told here for the first time in a fascinating drama that describes the 
formation of a segregated South Africa through the career of an exceptional cricketer 
who challenged the boundaries of the system. 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Sports Bio pic / Inspirational True Story / Feature – drama or 
documentary 

Similar to:  King Richard; The Fighter; Hidden Figures 

 

  



HORROR 

 

 

 

BUNNY PSYCHOLOGICAL HORROR 
 

Silas didn't have a happy childhood. Aunt Bunny made sure of that. Now an adult, he and 
his girlfriend Rose are on the brink of success as screenwriters, they quit their survival jobs 
in order to rewrite their script. Three weeks is the deadline and with rent due soon, the 
two decide to pack up and head back to Silas's childhood home. Back to the woods. Back 
to the darkness. Back to Bunny. …  
 
Silas has a mission - get in, three weeks, get out. Back at his home, and back in the 
presence of Aunt Bunny and his hedonistic Mother, Lou Lou, Silas discovers both women 
living through the ravages of alcoholic codependency and what seems to be mental 
illness.  
 
At the homestead, a nearby lake, and even a roadside diner, Silas and Rose witness 
bizarre, unnerving behaviors and psychological events that challenge their patience and 
sanity. The events seem to be connected to an ancient presence deep in the woods which 
is working to draw Silas back into the family. It will not let him go, and neither will Aunt 
Bunny. 
 

 

Ideal for: Feature 
Similar to:  The Witch, The Blackcoat’s Daughter 

 

 

 

THE FACE YOU 
WEAR 

PYSCHOLOGICAL HORROR 
 
Jana overcame a strict, poverty-stricken childhood to achieve her version of the American 
dream. She has her own home, a successful career, and a new husband who offers 
everything she hoped for in a normal life.  
 
However, her tight grip on reality and stability begins to slip when she starts having 
disturbing dreams about her husband Michael. A figure in a bedroom doorway watching 
her sleep, night-time conversations Michael claims never happened, someone lying 
beside her at night when Michael later says he wasn’t there. 
 
Old anxieties and paranoia begin to surface as Jana becomes increasingly desperate to 
discover if the true threat is her mind, her husband, or something darker. 
 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Limited series, feature 
Similar to:  Behind Her Eyes, Jordan Peele’s Us, The Lodge 

 

  



 

OF MEN AND 
MONSTERS 

HORROR 
 
RYAN BAXTER’s life is uprooted at the age of twelve when his mother takes him and his 
fourteen-year-old brother to a new home, safe from the clutches of her abusive husband. 
The small cottage in Bayport, MA isn’t much – especially with the upstairs bathroom off-
limits - but it is directly across the street from the beach, and summer is about to begin. 
Ryan is optimistic, supporting his mother’s decision, while his brother, GARY, is less 
enthused about the move.  
 
Gary’s outlook changes quickly, when he meets KELLY outside the diner where his mom 
is getting a job. While Gary is spending time with his new friends, Ryan gets bored and 
explores the house. He finds a treasure trove of old comic books in the attic and is 
captivated by one he’s never heard of: They Come Out at Night. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Feature 
Similar to:  IT, Radio Flyer (with elements of fantasy and horror) 

 

 

 

 

BAYOU 
WHISPERS 

SUPERNATURAL THRILLER 
 
  
This one is for fans of THE BOYS and anything related to Voodoo and New Orleans. 
 
“Wood’s Bayou Whispers is a sublime cocktail of horror, supernatural thriller, and urban 
fantasy, where the mythos of voodoo clashes with the modern day. Fans of Jim Butcher and 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe will love this.” — Todd Keisling, author of Devil’s Creek 
 
Bayou Whispers, the latest thriller from horror writer R.B. Wood is the story of no-
nonsense New Orleans native, Jeannine LaRue, the sole survivor of her family after the 
devastation brought on by Hurricane Katrina. In the aftermath of the storm, she believed 
she'd been saved, but soon found herself held hostage and sexually exploited, rescued 
months later by sheriff’s deputy Curtis Jones.  
  
Twelve years after Katrina, Jeannine is a new attorney who returns to New Orleans to save 
her old friend Curtis Jones—now a local thief and trafficker of stolen goods—after he is 
arrested for the murder of Jeannine’s captors, whose bodies have recently been found. 
But Jeannine discovers more than she bargained for when she uncovers a family history 
of dark voodoo magic and an unholy alliance with an ancient evil Haitian god.  
 
 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Limited series, returnable series 
Similar to:  The Walking Dead meets Dr. Strange. Or an adult Stranger 

Things meets American Horror Story: Coven 
 

 

  



 

BEFORE HE 
WAKES 

HORROR SUSPENSE 
 
  
Patrick and Clare wake up trapped in a basement, a thin wall separating their cells. Their 
captor is mysteriously absent, which at first seems like a blessing. As more time passes 
with no food or water, they begin to realize a clock is ticking for their survival. 

Combining their intelligence and determination, the two begin plotting an escape from 
their shared prison. Overcoming each obstacle only presents another obstacle standing 
in the way of their freedom. It will take all of their ingenuity and strength to find their way 
out of this mess. 

They know their captor is still out there, and it is only a matter of time before he returns. 

BEFORE HE WAKES is a fast-paced and tense thriller that ratchets up the suspense and 
tension before the thrilling conclusion. 
 
 

 

 
Ideal for: Feature, Limited series 
Similar to:  Black Phone, Don’t Breathe 

 

 

FLOATERS GASLAMP FANTASY 
 
  
“Garrett Boatman’s Floaters is like Peaky Blinders meets Return of the Living Dead. The story 
hits the ground running and doesn’t let up until the explosive end. Bloody, violent fun!” — 
Todd Keisling, Bram Stoker Award nominated author of Devil’s Creek 

“A tale of London’s scum that is visceral, shocking, and fast, Boatman’s Floaters is historical 
horror at its best.” — Multiple Bram Stoker Award-winning author Lee Murray  

London 1890s. Out of the Thames’ fetid depths the undead rise to feast upon the living. 
While floaters seek blood, another army takes advantage of the chaos. Boiling out of their 
rookeries of crime, marauders swarm through London’s affluent neighbourhoods looting 
and burning. 

While the beleaguered police and the Queen’s army battle twin plagues—human and 
inhuman—London’s criminal youth gangs join forces to save their city. Will Tagget, leader 
of the Lambeth Lads, together with his enemies Bill Drummond of the Drury Lane Gang, 
bull-necked George Fish of the Elephant and Castle Gang, shillelagh-wielding Dirk Bogart 
of the New Cut Gang, Quincy Bird of City Road, along with their female counterparts—
Lambeth Kate, Queen Jane, New Cut Beth, Razor Lil and Dirty Deidre—set out on an 
adventure the telling of which might earn a man a lifetime of free drinks. If he lives to tell 
it.  

Will these violent youths be able to put aside their rivalries long enough to get the job 
done? 
 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Feature or Returnable series 
Similar to:  Peaky Blinders meets The Walking Dead during 1890s London. 

 

  



 

FOLLOWERS DOMESTIC THRILLER 
 
  
Sidney, a single mother with a dull day job, has big dreams of becoming a full-time horror 
reviewer and risqué gore model. She’s determined to make her website a success, and if 
her growing pool of online followers is any indication, things are looking good for her 
Elvira-esque aspirations. In fact, Sidney has so many followers that chatting with them is 
getting to be a job in itself. More than a job, it might be getting a little risky…. 

When Sidney is attacked on a dark trail late one night, it becomes clear that the horror 
she loves is bleeding into her real life. She learns that real-life horror is not a game, and 
being stalked isn’t flattering—it’s terrifying, and it could get her killed. 

Sidney—and her loved ones—are now in serious danger. This follower isn’t just another 
online fan: he knows her movements, and he knows her routine. In fact, he’s right behind 
her… and when he gets close enough, he won’t take no for an answer. 
 
 

 

 
Ideal for: Limited series 
Similar to:  Cam (2018), Swimfan, Eye Candy, Fear 

 

 

 

MIDNIGHT 
HORROW SHOW 

SUSPENSE / THRILLER 
 
  
“Spook shows, drive-ins, horror hosts & monster movies – Ben’s love for the genre shines 
through in this page-turner.”—Dr. Gangrene, Chiller Cinema, Dr. Gangrene’s Cinetarium 

It’s end of October 1985 and the crumbling river town of Dubois, Iowa is shocked by the 
gruesome murder of one of the pillars of the community. Detective David Carlson has no 
motive, no evidence, and only one lead: the macabre local legend of “Boris Orlof,” a late 
night horror movie host who burned to death during a stage performance at the drive-in 
on Halloween night twenty years ago and the teenage loner obsessed with keeping his 
memory alive. 

The body count is rising and the darkness that hangs over the town grows by the hour. 
Time is running out as Carlson desperately chases shadows into a nightmare world of 
living horrors. 

On Halloween the drive-in re-opens at midnight for a show no one will ever forget. 

“Firmly rooted in all those things that made ‘80s horror so great. Campy, gross, weird, 
harrowing, scary, funny, big-hearted. Midnight Horror Show is a good one.” — Keith 
Rosson, author of The Mercy of the Tide and Road Seven 
 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Limited Series, Feature 
Similar to:  A Nightmare on Elm Street meets True Detective season one). 

IT. Twin Peaks 

 

  



 

TERROR PEAK ADVENTURE HORROR 
 
  
Can you survive the mountain? 

Abominable Peak is the gnarliest hill in the Rocky Mountains. Only hardcore boarders and 
skiers ride there. No groomed trail posers allowed. Skill, moxie, and money rule. 

Not this season. 

Former pro snowboarder Charles ‘Chance’ Hance is running from a drug addiction 
triggered by an injury, struggling with no longer being a pro, and chasing the ghost of his 
grandfather who died on the peak under suspicious circumstances. Riding is an addiction, 
and pain killers aren’t the only things that made him a junkie. 

What was supposed to be a fun week with his old crew turns tragic when Chance is caught 
in an avalanche and barely escapes nature’s fury…and something more. An ancient horror 
prowls the peak. 

Chance’s obsessions shift as he hunts the yeti-like creatures, and is forced to fight for his 
life. 

"Terror Peak pits you against not only murderous creatures lurking in the snows, but a hostile 
environment so real you'll come away with frostbite. A triumph of terror."—F. Paul Wilson, 
author of The Keep 

“Terror Peak is a beautifully written adventure-slash-horror novel with a main character 
readers will care about from start to finish, a great read for those who love their fiction with 
a pulse that pounds!”—Michael Laimo, author of Deep in the Darkness and Dead Souls 
 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Feature, limited series 
Similar to:  The Ritual, Abominable 

 

 

THE BOY WITH 
THE SPIDER 

FACE 

AMERICAN HORROR 
 
  
Jeff Pritchet isn’t much different from other teenage boys, with one exception. His 
monstrous, spider-like appearance and loner persona make him a target for bullying, 
when all he wants is a friend who sees beyond the surface.  

Enter transfer student, Aarav Jain. Thoughtful, accepting, and insightful, he sparks an 
untapped hope in Jeff, transforming his life. But as the boys grow closer, their deepening 
relationship becomes hijacked by a darkness Aarav can’t escape and a life-altering secret 
Jeff can barely contain.  

The unconventional pair find themselves marked for hatred, and when his bond to Aarav 
is threatened, Jeff discovers a sinister side he never knew he had, proving that, when 
pushed too far, emotions can be deadlier than venom. 
 
This horror novella is transformative science fiction about acceptance, reflection, and 
revenge. 
 

 

 Ideal for: Feature, limited series 
Similar to:  Fear Street trilogy, Frankenstein 

 



THE PALE WHITE AMERICAN HORROR 
 
  
After being held against their will in a house used for trafficking, three girls plan their 
escape. 

Alex: A hardened goth-punk who’s convinced she’s a vampire with a penchant for blood. 

Stacia: A seventeen-year-old raised by an alcoholic mother, her fellow captives the only 
family she’s ever truly had. 

Kammie: The youngest of the three—a mute who finds solace in a houseplant. 

But does life outside the house offer the freedom they’d envisioned? Or is it too late, the 
scars too deep? 

A coming-of-age tale of revenge and survival that explores a friendship and the desperate 
measures taken to ensure they stay united, held together by the scars that bind them. 

This contemporary Suspense Thriller / Horror novella with an all-female cast is the perfect 
read for fans of Robert R. McCammon, Stephen King, and Jack Ketchum. It won the 2019 
This Is Horror Awards ‘Novella of the Year’ prize. 
 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Feature, limited series 
Similar to:  Cleveland Abduction meets Hard Candy and Girl Interrupted 

 

TWENTY YEARS 
DEAD 

BRITISH & IRISH HORROR 
 
  
Six feet is not deep enough in this Mystery Thriller… 

 After twenty years in the ground, the dead briefly rise. At his father’s grave, this is Dave’s 
last opportunity to discover why a man would abandon his wife and young son. Against 
the protests of his mother and his girlfriend, Dave is determined to learn what happened 
all those years ago. Sometimes you have to risk everything, but the dead don’t give up 
their secrets so easily. 

Twenty Years Dead is a novella of quiet horror for fans of Paul Tremblay and Thomas Olde 
Heuvelt, which explores families and their secrets. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ “Truly ghoulish with a plot that is hauntingly unearthed. The way this story is 
revealed was incredible. Totally engaging and it kept me thinking about what I would do in 
David’s situation. It was unique, and it had me on the edge of my seat with curiosity.”—Paul 
Preston 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ “Richard Farren Barber’s Twenty Years Dead comes with the very highest of 
recommendation, turning a great idea into a very readable, funny and chilling page-
turner.”—Ginger Nuts of Horror 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Feature, limited series 
Similar to:  Black Mirror, The Returned (2012-2015), Inside No.9, Twilight 

Zone, Tales of the Unexpected, The Straight Story (1999) 

 

 

 

 



WHEN IT RAINS SUPERNATURAL HORROR 
 
  
It may be dangerous to go out in the rain… But it may be even more dangerous to stay 
inside. 

Just after noon on a sunny spring day at Friedkin University, a layer of strange clouds 
smudges across the sky, and a mysterious rain begins to fall. This isn’t just a surprise spell 
of rain—this substance is slimy and gelatinous…and it’s not letting up any time soon. 

The rain spreads across the country, the hemisphere, and the globe, with growing ripples 
of panic and paranoia gathering behind it. Is it a natural, undocumented phenomenon? A 
chemical weapon? Some kind of bacterial contagion? As fear turns theories into 
conspiracies and no clear answers are given, factions start to form between those who 
have been exposed to the rain and those who stayed dry. Who is safe? Who is marked? 
Who is dangerous, and who is not? 

The rain keeps falling, and at Friedkin University, the sanctuary of the campus bookstore 
swiftly becomes a dangerous battlefield. Is it man versus nature? Or man versus man? 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Feature, limited series 
Similar to:  The Mist, Night of the Living Dead, Bird Box. 

 

WOUNDS TO 
WISHES 

AMERICAN HORROR 
 
  
Three separate yet strangely connected novellas 

THE STRANGEST TWIST UPON HER LIPS by Chad Lutzke: When a suicide note is just too 
much to bear, an absurd celebration of life feels like the only way out. While avoiding the 
suicide note his fiancé left behind, a grief-stricken man tackles a bucket list the two had 
made together, fulfilling entries that take him out of his comfort zone and into the realm 
of skid-row voodoo, where truths are finally revealed.  

MY ONLY SUNSHINE by Robert Ford: A grief-stricken mother has five days to solve her 
daughter’s murder. Caroline’s daughter was abducted and murdered over four months 
ago. Now, in an abandoned building, in the dead of night, she can talk with Emma’s ghost. 
Five days. Fourteen minutes each day. That’s all the time Caroline has to find out who 
murdered Emma, and say goodbye to her daughter for the very last time. 

SUET by John Boden: Dark secrets and darker things are a lonely man's inheritance. 
Corbin is a lonely young man who finally broke the bonds of an emotional vampire of a 
job. He accepts the sad task of going through the estate of his dead grandparents, to 
discover that family can go back quite far, as can secrets and shadows. He will discover 
that the family he always knew kept things back and that an inheritance isn't always 
monetary. History has teeth and talons and often times does not let go easily. 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Limited series / Anthology 
Similar to:  Love Liza meets The Bucket List 

  



HARMED AND 
DANGEROUS 

PARANORMAL THRILLER 
 
  
What if you could see the past through someone else's eyes? What if that person was the 
serial killer who murdered your mother? What if you were forced to watch as he stalked 
and killed her? 

Kyra Hughes' obsession with serial killer Billy-Ray Johnson takes a dark turn when she 
learns his final victim was the mother she never knew. Kyra travels to Yeuxville, in 
Louisiana, scene of Billy-Ray's crimes, to find out more. In Yeuxville, Kyra has a series of 
paranormal episodes. Her body is in the present, but she appears to be looking out of 
someone else's eyes at the world as it was fifteen years ago. She has no control over her 
actions and finds herself following a young woman and her child. Catching sight of her 
reflection, Kyra realizes she's seeing the world through Billy-Ray's eyes, the woman is her 
mother  —Caitlin, and the child is herself. Kyra is taken over by Billy-Ray and forced to 
watch as he stalks her mother and younger self. 

Once she gets over the shock of this, Kyra is overjoyed to regain repressed memories of 
Caitlin. Until she learns there's a reason those memories were repressed — Caitlin is an 
addict and abusive mother. As the abuse escalates, Kyra is unable to watch, and she forces 
Billy-Ray to look away. The control, she learns, cuts both ways. She's able to take over 
Billy-Ray for brief periods and even alter the past. This gives Kyra a stark choice, it's in her 
power to save Caitlin. But this comes at a high price. If Caitlin lives, Kyra will suffer a 
lifetime of abuse, and she'll never know the beloved parents who adopted her. 

A southern gothic, paranormal thriller with young adult/mainstream horror crossover 
appeal, ideal for readers of Jennifer McMahon, Gillian Flynn and Jason Rekulak’s Hidden 
Pictures. Harmed and Dangerous explores father/daughter relationships, LGBT issues 
and the passage from adolescence to adulthood. 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Feature / Limited series 
Similar to:  There’s Someone Inside Your House, The Clovehitch Killer, 

American Horror Story – Season 3, The 7 Lives of Lea 

  



CHILDREN AND FAMILY 

 

SOPHIE THE 
GIANT SLAYER 

ADVENTURE / FANTASY 
 
 
Sophie, an eleven-year-old girl in a post-giant world inherits her grandfather Jack’s 
magical sword and is launched out beyond their island city into a world of treacherous 
adults and ambitious gods. Driven by the voice inside the sword, she and her companions 
hunt down the secret of where the giants came from and her own terrible destiny. 
 
Sophie finds herself adopted into a group of tree-dwelling refugees, led by a mysterious 
woman called Rosemara. They capture her and ask her to kill a giant called Ashkeloth, 
who they claim is a threat. But is everything as it seems? Who exactly is Rosemara? Soon, 
Sophie finds she also has to stand up for her pursuers and decide whom she can and can’t 
trust when the giant comes knocking. 
 
Four Graphic Novels available. 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Features / Returnable Series 
Similar to:  Hilda 

 

 

 

 

PIGEON HOLED ANIMATED SERIES 
 
Big Pigeon has an important job to do, organising all the pigeons into their correct 
places. 
 
But Little Pigeon is having none of it, and eventually sets all the pigeons free – to be 
themselves and mix happily together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Preschool / Bridge 
Similar to:  Love Monster, Peppa Pig 

 

  



CABBY POTTS, 

DUCHESS OF 

DIRT 

CHILDREN’S HISTORICAL ADVENTURE 
 
A historical novel that drops you into 1870’s Kansas, with humour, heart, and a dash of 
romance. 
 
Twelve-year-old homesteader Cabby Potts will do anything to get out of being a 
housemaid at a grand manor, including playing matchmaker between her sister and the 
young lord of the manor.  
 
When her rash scheme backfires, Cabby must use her intemperate tongue to stand up for 
her family, a Native American friend, and an entire community threatened by land 
grabbers.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Family Live Action series or Feature 
Similar to:  Enola Holmes, Anne with an ‘E’. 

 

 

THE TILTED 
PENTAGRAM 

YOUNG ADULT ADVENTURE / ALTERNATIVE HISTORY 
 

Set in 1942 in a world where an alternative Europe is ruled by the Church, it follows a 
young woman hunted for witchcraft as she tries to find out the origin of her family’s dark 
powers. When second year Dresden University student Nell Blythe is accused of 
witchcraft, there is more at issue than a legal battle. For one, she’s guilty. Well, not guilty, 
exactly: she hasn’t the faintest idea about spells and has no idea where her abilities come 
from. But with her dead mother the most infamous witch in the Holy Roman Empire, 
fighting back can only end at the stake.  
 
Nell flees and is taken in by a group of heretics agitating for a second Reformation, but 
they are not the most dangerous company she has to keep. A powerful stranger with 
abilities like hers offers her a bargain: pieces of her mother’s lost journal in exchange for 
completing five rituals that will reveal the origin and dark purpose of her powers.  
 
Desperate to discover more about the mother she never knew, she agrees. But as the 
lessons turn violent and her mother’s writing grows ever more disturbing, she must 
choose between keeping her hands free of blood and uncovering the secrets her mother 
died for. 
 

 

 
 

Ideal for: Limited Series / Returnable series 
Similar to:  Divergent; A younger-skewing A Discovery of Witches 

 

  



THE ELEVATION 
TRILOGY 

COMMERCIAL DYSTOPIAN YOUNG ADULT 

 
16-year-old Ebba van Eeden has never known life outside the underground bunker known 
as the Colony. When she is suddenly ‘elevated’, she must leave everyone she has ever 
known and join the elite on the surface. Why has she been elevated, and who is the 
mysterious great aunt who has left her a fortune? 
 
As the last remaining genetic link to the earth Goddess Gya, Ebba is the only person who 
can retrieve the six missing amulets which will restore the Goddess’ power, and turn back 
the God Prospero, whose greed and vengeance have almost destroyed Earth. 
 
Three books in the series, published internationally. 
A large multiracial cast of teens. Coming of age, love triangles, adventure. Set in and 
around a wasted future Cape Town, easily transposable setting. 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Series of feature films / Series 
Similar to:  An African Divergent; The Hunger Games; The Giver 

 

A VIKING 
LEGEND: THE 
VIOLACEOUS 
AMETHYST 

(Series of books) 

CONTEMPORARY FAMILY COMEDY ADVENTURE 
 
This winter, siblings Ruairi and Dani Miller visit their ancestral homeland: the legendary 
Viking island of Yondersaay. Even with Granny Miller's storytelling to pass the time, the 
pair manage to find trouble. In less than twenty-four hours of their arrival, Ruairi is 
mistaken for the lost Boy King of Denmark, kidnapped by Vikings, and scheduled to be 
sacrificed at sundown. Granny is not pleased. But when everyone except the three of 
them turns into Vikings, Dani and Granny have to find a way to get him back, while Ruairi 
tries and tries again to escape.  
 
Meanwhile, in Granny’s old Viking stories, King Dudo the Mightily Impressive finds 
himself washed up on the shore of Yondersaay and must either fight everyone on the 
island, or woo the chief’s daughter. He opts for wooing, I mean, how hard can it be?  
 
This is an enchanted action adventure with buried treasure, villainous treachery, violent 
ends, and, of course, true love.  
 
Intergenerational family adventure featuring stories within stories. The first in a series of 
seven books, each one taking place a year and a day after the last. Published 
internationally. 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Live Action Series of Features / long-running series 
Similar to:  The Princess Bride; a comedic Harry Potter with a large ensemble 

cast and a story that plays out over 7 books. 

 

  



JUMPER AND 
JACK 

HISTORICAL FAMILY DRAMA 
 
In 1884 South Africa, a young Englishman ‘Jumper’ Jim Wade moves to the land of 
diamond mines to seek his fortune. Tragedy strikes when Jumper loses both his legs 
below the knee in a train accident. Distraught and desolate, his dreams are shattered.  
 
A second chance in life comes with the offer to be a signalman at the railway station in a 
small frontier town. Jumper’s new life brings him into contact with Jack, an intelligent, 
but abused, baboon. Jumper sets Jack free and takes him in. Jack learns how to help 
Jumper get around, and helps Jumper slowly get his life back on track. Incredibly, Jack 
also learns how to do Jumper’s job – changing the direction of trains approaching the 
station. This unlikely friendship with a baboon restores his hopes for a meaningful life and 
helps him win over the girl of his dreams. 
 
All is well until a powerful lady of stature from Cape Town sees a baboon working at the 
train station. Appalled, she rushes to tell the Governor of the Cape about this outrage. 
The government sends a delegation to test Jack. Jumper will lose his job and his livelihood 
if Jack fails the test. 
 
Based on true events, this is a moving and immersive heart-warming story about 
friendship, love and loyalty, and the only baboon to ever work on the South African 
Railways. For fans of Michael Morpurgo. 
 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Live Action Feature or limited series 
Similar to:  War Horse 

 

 

 

TINA TADOPLE 
(Series of books) 

PRESCHOOL / BRIDGE 
 
Tina tries her very best not to act out at school, but, she’s a little ... different, and 
sometimes she can’t help it. 
 
A clever frog once said it isn’t easy being green. 
You might think all witches have green skin, but actually only one in a thousand witches 
does.  
 
There is only one green-skinned witch at Miss Blackwing’s school: Tina. That’s how Tina 
Catchpole became known as Tina Tadpole.  
 
Being different isn’t easy, until you remember, in their own way, everyone’s different. 
 
 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Preschool Animated Series 
Similar to:  PJ Masks / Kim Possible / a younger-skewing The Worst Witch 

  

  



 

PETAL PETUNIA: 
PIXIE PRIVATE 

EYE 

COMEDY ADVENTURE 
 
When mystery casts a shadow on Sunshine City, one quick-witted pixie is always on the 

case proving that tough comes in small, pink, festively-tropical packages. 
 
She might spend most days hanging out at Frank’s Spiced Pineapple Cafe, and the most 
dangerous thing she’s ever caught was the 10-foot wave at Star Dust Beach, but when a 
case lands, this wise-cracking private-eye is ready for anything. 
 
Petal is a cheery force of justice, armed with a berry slingshot, a semi-functional magic 
coat and a wit sharper than a unicorn’s horn. Don’t be fooled by her small size and big 
mouth, because Petal has an eye for detail, a mind for mysteries and a heart for action. 
She will do whatever it takes to solve the case, even if that means breaking a rule or two. 
But, if she has to break a rule, she will always apologise … unless it’s a really, really dumb 
rule. 
 
Petal has lived in Sunshine City her whole life and knows it like the back of her tropical-
themed shirt.  Whether it’s a dreadlocked sasquatch who makes his own surfboards, a 
centaur who owns a trampoline emporium, or a giant grootslang who makes the spiciest 
smoothies in town, Petal has pals scattered all over the city.  
 
The only thing Petal loves more than solving mysteries, taking naps and sipping on 
pineapple smoothies is her loyal pet and vehicle, Dungie. Most of the city zip around on 
speedy ladybirds or dragonflies, but Petal prefers the calm amble of her dung beetle. 
Dungie might seem chilled, but when the poop hits the fan, she will always have Petal’s 
back. 
 
 

 
 

Ideal for: Series of Animated Features / long-running series 
Similar to:  An animated Knives Out or Agatha Christie for kids 

 

 

WULFIE  
(5 Books) 

CHILDREN’S ANIMATION 
 

Wulfie is just like a puppy – fluffy and adorable. But unlike a puppy, he talks. And he’s 

purple. His favourite food is smelly socks. He can be small as a snail or big as a bear. He’s 

sweet and loyal and he’s Libby’s new best friend. 

Libby longs to star in the school play, and with Wulfie’s help she just might get a chance 

to outshine her big bad brother, Rex. 

A sweet and funny series about a little girl and her wolfish best friend. With a best friend 

like Wulfie, anything can happen! 

Best-selling series with 5 books in the series so far. 

 

 
 

Ideal for: 6-11 Animated Series 
Similar to:  Turning Red; Charlie & Lola 

 

  



 

KARIBA ADVENTURE 
 

KARIBA follows Siku and Amadeo, one the daughter of the river spirit Nyami Nyami, 
the other the son of the engineer in charge of the construction of a massive dam in 
the river Kariba. 
 
Unaware of who her father is, Siku must journey upriver to discover the answers to 
the mystery of her powers, and the strange events occurring in the river and its 
surrounding forests. 
 
A growing respect and friendship develop between Siku and Amadeo as they are 
thrown together on an adventure where they are pursued by river pirates and must 
overcome obstacles both real and magical.  
 
From the acclaimed Graphic Novel. 
 

 

 
Ideal for: Live Action or Animated Feature or series 
Similar to:  Following the tradition of Miyazaki, Moebius, Craig Thompson, 

Jeff Smith and Alex Alice 

 

PEARL OF THE 
SEA 

ADVENTURE 
 
  
Secretive loner Pearl makes much needed extra cash by diving for and poaching 
endangered abalone off the south coast. More at home by herself in the ocean than 
with people on land, Pearl, far from shore and alone, discovers an enormous and 
terrifying sea monster. 
 
When she realises the volatile creature is just as scared as she is, she knows she is the 
only one who can protect her new friend … but only if she has the courage to face the 
pain of her past and open up to others. 

From the Graphic Novel. 
 
 
 

 

 

Ideal for: Live Action or Animated Feature or series 
Similar to:  The Iron Giant; Atlantis 

 


