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2 
MEMOIR/CREATIVE NON-FICTION 

2 
‘I’ve been craving the road for some time,’ writes Justin Fox odd words for this 
most seasoned of travel writers. And thus begins ten thousand kilometres around 
the edge of the Republic of South Africa. This is the fatherland, and for Justin his 
father’s land, which the famous architect Revel Fox has marked as much as he 
had shaped his son’s own identity.  
 
Justin tarries at outposts and towns; he skips entire cities to favour the off-beat 
treasures of characters fashioned less by convention than by their own battles 
against nature or circumstance.  
 
Back home his dad is fighting cancer. Having travelled with acute observation he 
reports like a novelist, stringing together scenes, pictures, communities and 
characters to form a totality of what South Africa is today as seen from its 
margins: a sad, exciting clash of histories and stories. 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
Agent: 
Available Rights: 

AUTHOR BIO 

1
st

 Ed. 2010. 2
nd

 Ed. February 2014  
Random House Umuzi  
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
All rights available excepting Southern African 

Travel writer and photographer Justin Fox is the former editor of 
Getaway International magazine. He studied at Oxford, after which he 
was a research fellow at the University of Cape Town, where he now 
teaches part time. His writing and photographs have been published 
worldwide and he is the author of a dozen non-fiction books. He lives 
and works in Cape Town. Justin’s first novel WHOEVER FEARS THE 
SEA (Umuzi 2014) came out to great reviews. 
 

MARGINAL SAFARI: SCOUTING 
THE EDGE OF SOUTH AFRICA 
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THE LAST ELEPHANTS 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Elephants are killed, on average, every 15–20 minutes – a situation that will see the final demise of 
these intelligent, extraordinary animals in less than three decades. They are a species in crisis. 
  
With a foreword by HRH Prince William, this magnificent book offers chapters written by the most 
prominent people in the realm of conservation and wildlife, among them researchers, 
conservationists, film makers, criminologists, TV personalities, and journalists. The stunning 
photographs have been selected from among Africa’s best wildlife photographers. 
  
This book is also a tribute to the many people who work for the welfare of elephants, particularly 
those who risk their lives for wildlife each day, often for little or no pay – in particular the field 
rangers and the anti-poaching teams, and to the many communities around Africa that have elected 
to work with elephants and not against them. 
  
It is hoped this book will create awareness of the devastating loss of elephant lives in Africa and stem 
the tide of poaching and hunting.  
 

Publication:                      2019 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa; Smithsonian Books, North America;  
                                                Hardie Grant, UK, AUS, NZ 
Agent:                               Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:          All rights excluding Southern African, North American, UK, and ANZ. 

 
 
 
Colin Bell has been at the receiving end of angry, stressed, harassed elephants and has witnessed calm, relaxed 
elephants during their golden glory years when poaching levels were minimal. Today Colin is a part owner of 
Natural Selection Travel. 
 

 Dr Don Pinnock is a historian, criminologist, and environmental journalist and photographer, and has served 
as editor of the travel magazine Getaway. The author of 17 books, Don has won two Mondi Awards for his 
environmental columns, and the City Press Non-Fiction Award for his book GANG TOWN. His novel on Khoisan 
magic, RAINMAKER, was shortlisted for the European Union Literary Award. 
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SEA CHANGE 

PRIMAL JOY AND THE ART OF UNDERWATER 
TRACKING 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  
Sea Change takes you on an evocative journey into the secret life of an almost unknown ecosystem; 
the beautiful kelp forest of Southern Africa. Craig and Ross spent eight years exploring this sea forest 
together, diving almost every day. This is the story of what they found in the wild, and how it has 
transformed their lives. 
 
Endorsed by leading scientists in the fields of anthropology, marine biology and wilderness 
psychology, the book explores the first underwater tracking method, featuring an illustrated mind 
map of Craig’s underwater world. This magnificent method, and the authors were featured in the 
BBC’s BLUE PLANET II. 
 
The book is also a gripping, personal story about fathers and sons, and the healing power of 
wilderness. It considers humanity’s deepest connections to the ocean, and introduces a new theory on 
the world’s first human divers. 

 
Publication:                      2018 
Publisher:                        Quivertree Publications 
Agent:                               Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:          All rights excluding Southern African and Film/TV 
 

 
 
 
CRAIG FOSTER is an award-winning filmmaker and avid naturalist. He has received over 
sixty international awards, including the Golden Panda, the “Oscar” of natural history 
filmmaking. He grew up foraging and diving on the Cape Peninsula and for the past eight 
years has pledged to dive in the kelp forest 365 times a year. Craig has worked closely with 
some of the world’s top kelp forest biologists, archaeologists, anthropologists and San rock 
art experts. He also spent many years studying with master San bushmen trackers in the 
Kalahari and it is from these experiences that he formed his underwater tracking method. 
This is his fourth book. 
ROSS FRYLINCK has been exploring the South African coastline as a surfer and free-diver 
for most of his life. He started the Wavescape Ocean Festival, and has been pioneering 
ocean conservation and culture in South Africa for the past 15 years. He was once a 
commissioning editor for Cambridge University Press. 
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THE IMPOSSIBLE FIVE 

IN SEARCH OF SOUTH AFRICA’S MOST ELUSIVE 
MAMMALS 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  
Humorous, quirky, off-beat Natural History 
 
For many people, visiting Africa's game reserves is all about ticking off the Big Five: finding the five 
most dangerous animals on the continent - lion, leopard, elephant, rhino and buffalo. But what about 
those animals you have almost zero chance of seeing?  
 
Justin Fox drew up a list of the most elusive animals … and set off to find the ‘Impossible Five’: Cape 
mountain leopard, aardvark, pangolin, naturally occurring white lion and riverine rabbit.  
In a humorous, quirky, off-beat adventure story, Justin travel's around South African in search of these 
animals. Along the way he meets some very weird characters, absurd mammals, and ends up chasing 
imaginary animals as well as real. In the tradition of Gerald Durrell's My Family and Other Animals and 
Douglas Adams's Last Chance to See, Justin takes you on a journey into the secret world of forgotten 
animals. 

 
Publication:                      2015, ZA, 2018 UK 

Publisher:                        Tafelberg, an imprint of NB (SA) 
                                           Jacaranda Press (World excl. SA) 

Agent:                               Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

 
 
 

Travel writer and photographer Justin Fox is the editor of Getaway 
magazine. He studied at Oxford, after which he was a research fellow at the 
University of Cape Town, where he now teaches part time. His writing and 
photographs have been published worldwide and he is the author of a dozen 
non-fiction books. He lives and works in Cape Town. Justin’s first novel 
WHOEVER FEARS THE SEA (Umuzi 2014) came out to great reviews. 
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NATURAL HISTORY 

2 When the famous South African fish scientist Professor JLB Smith published Old Fourlegs - The 
Story of the Coelacanth in 1956 he created an international sensation. Coelacanths were once 
known only from fossils and were thought to have gone extinct 65 million years ago during the 
great extinction in which the dinosaurs disappeared. Smith’s dramatic account of the discovery of 
the first enormous coelacanth in 1938, and the second in 1952, was a best-seller in many 
languages. 
  
The book was published in five English editions and translated into nine foreign languages. This 
new book, The Annotated Old Fourlegs, includes a facsimile reprint of the original book with 
extensive notes in the margins and new introductory and concluding chapters that bring the 
coelacanth story up to date. 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
 
Agent: 
Rights available: 
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October 2017 
Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
University Press of Florida 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
All rights available excepting Southern African 
 

 

THE ANNOTATED OLD FOURLEGS 
 

Mike Bruton has known the coelacanth since childhood. He was born and educated in East 
London SA, where the first coelacanth was caught, and studied under JLB and Margaret 
Smith at Rhodes University in Grahamstown. He subsequently took over from Margaret 
Smith as Director of the JLB Smith Institute of Ichthyology (now the South African Institute 
for Aquatic Biodiversity) and launched a series of expeditions to study the coelacanth. He 
has been intimately involved in coelacanth conservation and has given talks around the 
world on ‘old fourlegs’. 



 
 

 

 
 

THE BEDSIDE ARK 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
This riotous assembly of unrespectable creatures comprises 42 short accounts of southern Africa’s 
vibrant collection of wild animals. From the one-of-its-kind aardvark to the wilfully ignorant ostrich; 
the Houdini-like honey badger to the precariously specialised klipspringer; and from the curvaceous, 
sports-model springbok to the recklessly insensitive hyena – this book airs the dirty laundry (and 
shares the trade secrets) of some of our wackiest, most eccentric fauna. Many of the stories are 
illustrated with delightful line drawings. 
 
Basing his accounts on accurate, true-to-life detail, but always looking on the light side, author David 
Muirhead captures the weird and wonderful lives of his subjects, investigating their often 
exaggerated reputations, their habits, weaknesses, armouries and modi operandi.  
 
At once informative and hugely entertaining, this riotous assembly will appeal to anyone with the 
slightest interest in wildlife and – for its excellent entertainment value – will make a particularly 
wonderful gift. 

 
 

Publication: 
 
Agent: 
Rights Available: 

 
 

2016, Reprint February 2017, Penguin Random House, South Africa 
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Long-time journalist, English writer David Muirhead has published several books, including a 
collection of satirical short stories that drew acclaim from the British press. 
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DIVING IN MOZAMBIQUE 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The first ever guide to dives and diving in Mozambique. The book is an essential guide to the best 
dive centres in Mozambique and what they offer. It clearly and precisely details the following key 
information: 
 

 Facilities and equipment available 

 Size of dive groups 

 Length of dives 

 Who leads the dives 

 Distance to the launch site 

 The best time of year for diving 

 What there is to see 

 What health and safety precautions to take  

 With full-colour images and regional maps 

It’s the ideal diving trip planner, and the first and only book of its kind. 
 

 
Publication:                    September 2017 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African 

 
 
 
 
Robynn Hofmeyr is a qualified Dive Instructor, having done almost 800 dives in different oceans 
around the world. Ross Hofmeyr, Robynn’s son, is a qualified Dive master and medical doctor.  
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BAOBABS OF THE WORLD 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
A photographic masterpiece, this beautiful book is a fitting tribute to the baobab – an extraordinary 
and majestic tree found principally in Madagascar, and peripherally in Africa and Australia. The first 
section offers a short introduction to the classification and general description of baobabs, details of 
their life history, biogeography, dispersal, and their role in people’s lives.  
 
The second section comprises a guide to each of the eight baobab species, including botanical 
description, details of their habitat, distribution and principal uses, accompanied by clear images and 
line drawings of the leaves, flowers, fruits, and growth habit of each species. Interesting text and 
lavish photographs throughout make this book irresistible for specialist botanists and lay enthusiasts 
alike, and it will have particular appeal for tourists too.  
 

 Extraordinary, stunning photographs 

 Interesting text revealing little-known facts about these unusual trees 

 A comprehensive ID guide to the eight baobab species 

 The diverse uses of baobabs and their role in local culture 

 Wide appeal – from botanists to tourists 

 
Publication:                    2016 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African 

 
 
 
 
Andry Petignat is an amateur plant enthusiast with a particular interest in succulents, including 
baobabs. He has authored Guide des plantes succulentes du sud-ouest de Madagascar, published in 
2009, and is responsible for the famous Arboretum d’Antsokay in Toliara, Madagascar.  
 
Louise Jasper is a British photographer of nature, an artist and designer with a special interest in the 
diversity of flora and fauna in Madagascar. She has lived in Toliara since 2006 and has travelled 
widely in the country in search of baobabs. She has also contributed to a range of publications on the 
wildlife of south western Madagascar. 
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LIVING SHORES 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Originally published in 1981, Living Shores was for many years the standard reference for marine 
science students. It was also embraced by a popular market for its fascinating insights into marine 
and coastal habitats and the life they support.  
 
After a long absence, this classic has been revived and thoroughly reworked to incorporate the many 
dramatic changes that our oceans and coasts have undergone over the past few decades. This book is 
the first of a two volume set, and examines the different marine ecosystems and how humankind 
interacts with them. It discusses the evolution of the sea and continents and looks at the ecology of 
coastal systems, including intertidal zones, beaches, dunes, estuaries, islands, kelp forests, and reefs. 
 
 The book unpacks the relationship between humans and the marine environment, and the 
consequences of harvesting and mining to meet our needs. It also addresses the impact of climate 
change, and highlights what can be done to protect our environment. Richly supported by full-colour 
photography and numerous explanatory illustrations, diagrams and graphs, this book will prove 
invaluable to students and teachers but will also appeal to anyone with a fascination for nature and 
our marine world in particular.  
 

 A holistic insight into our fascinating marine ecosystems 

 Well supported by colour photographs, illustrations, diagrams, and charts 

 Popular science, perfect for home and students 

Publication:                    2018 
Publisher:                        Penguin Random House, South Africa 
Agent:                              Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
Rights Available:        All rights excluding Southern African 

 
 
 
 
George Branch is an NRF A-rated scientist who is world renowned for his research on marine 
ecology. Margo Branch is an award-winning biologist and illustrator with wide interests in research, 
interpretation, and education. Both are widely published authors of popular and scientific works, 
including the well-loved Two Oceans – A guide to the 
marine life of southern Africa.  
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FIELD GUIDE 

2 Following the format and style of A Complete Guide to Snakes of SA and Guide to Reptiles of SA, 
this guide offers the most authoritative and comprehensive treatment of frogs of the region ever 
produced. It covers all aspects of both frog and tadpole biology and behaviour; each frog and toad 
species (and their tadpole stage) is fully described, along with conservation status, calls, habitat 
and habits. Large, beautiful images and detailed keys – as well as quick 'Key ID points' panels – aid 
identification. Call sonograms and a CD containing most southern African frog calls are included. 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
Rights Available:         

AUTHOR BIO 

September 2009 
Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
All rights excluding Southern African 
 

A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE FROGS OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

Louis du Preez is a professor of Zoology at the North-West University, South Africa, where 
he heads the African Amphibian Conservation research group . His research interest lies 
with frogs and their parasites, subjects on which he publishes regularly. 
 
Vincent Carruthers is a well-known environmentalist, who has written and contributed to a 
range of highly regarded publications, including Frogs & Frogging in Southern Africa (Struik 
Publishers). 
 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 This detailed and comprehensive guide to the 151 snakes indigenous to southern Africa covers all 
essential aspects of snake biology and behavior. Now in its second edition, A Complete Guide to 
the Snakes of Southern Africa has been updated, revised and expanded to include at least 11 
newly discovered and 30 re-classified species and sub-species. 
 
New information based on international scientific research has been included in the species 
accounts relating to behavior, identification, reproduction and snake venom.  
 
This readable and user-friendly guide will be invaluable to herpetologists, snake collectors, hikers, 
gardeners, campers and householders, or anyone who may encounter or want to know more 
about these fascinating and widely misunderstood reptiles. 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
 

AUTHOR BIO 

March 2004 
Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE SNAKES 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

Johan Marais is an entrepreneur, naturalist and photographer and has contributed 
significantly to reptile conservation over the past 35 years. He has authored several books, 
including the best-selling Complete Guide to Snake in South Africa, and runs the African 
Snakebite Institute. He spends most of his time lecturing in reptiles and teaching the public 
about snake awareness, including how to handle snakes safely. 
 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 This photographic field guide to southern African birds comprises the biggest and most 
comprehensive collection of photographs of the region's birds in one volume.  
 
It describes and illustrates all 958 bird species found in southern Africa, and an additional 17 
species recorded from the Southern Ocean and associated islands, and Antarctica. Over 2 500 
images show age and sex plumage variations, perched and in-flight birds, and colour morphs 
where relevant. authors. 
 
Colour-coded distribution maps give resident and migratory status, and bird density. Annual 
seasonality bars show at a glance when species are present and when they breed. A-Z directory 
provides quick guide to locating groups. Group introductions provide additional clues to 
identification.  
 
This comprehensive guide follows traditional species sequence. It brings a new dimension to bird 
identification in southern Africa and will prove indispensable in the field. 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
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June 2009 
Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

THE COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC 
GUIDE:  BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

Ian Sinclair is one of Africa’s foremost field experts, and has travelled extensively on the 
African continent for over 30 years, studying birds. He has written numerous bird books, best 
known of which are Sasol Birds of Southern Africa, Field Guide: Birds of Southern African and 
Birds of Africa south of the Sahara. 
Peter Ryan is an Associate Professor at the University of CapeTown’s Percy FitzPatrick 
Institute of Ornithology, working on the biooogy and conservation of seabirds and the 
evolution of island birds. An excellent wildlife photographer, he has written seven books, 
including co-authoring Birds of Africa south of the Sahara and the 7

th
 edition of Roberts’ Birds 

of Southern Africa. 
 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 Orchids of South Africa is the first field guide to local orchids to be published in over 30 years, and 
presents the more than 450 orchid species found in the region, including Lesotho and Swaziland. 
  
A comprehensive roundup of orchids in their natural habitat, the book features: 
 

multiple photos for each species 
distribution maps 
flowering time-bars 
succinct text, enabling sure identification of these fascinating plants. 
An illustrated introduction discusses orchid structure, ecology and conservation status. 
  

Informative, colourful and easy-to-use, Orchids of South Africa is the authoritative update 
enthusiasts have been waiting for. 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
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March 2015 
Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

ORCHIDS OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 

Steve Johnson (Phd) holds the South African Research Chair in Evolutionary Biology and is a 
Professor at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He is a leading international expert in the field 
of plant pollination bilogy, and a co-author of The Cape Orchids. 
Benny Bytebier (Phd) is the Curator of the Bews Herbarium and a Lecturer at the University 
of KwaZulu-Natal. Herbert Stärker is a leading photographer of South African orchids. He 
had been photographing orchids for nearly 40 years, and previous publications include The 
Cape Orchids. 9781775841395 Orchids of South Africa - Steven Johnson, Benny Bytebier & 
Herbert Starker HR.jpg 
 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 Sasol birds of Southern Africa remains the region's most comprehensively illustrated and trusted 
field guide. This fourth edition has been greatly improved by the addition of group introductions, 
calendar bars showing species' occurrence and breeding periods, a section on 'how to use this 
book', as well as sonograms depicting the calls of tricky bird groups. The newly designed plates 
are meticulously illustrated, with labels pinpointing key differentiating features. Distribution 
maps show the relative abundance of a species in the region and also indicate resident or migrant 
status. 
 
Written by top birders, this authoritative and comprehensive identification guide is invaluable to 
all birders 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
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October 2011 
Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

SASOL: BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

Ian Sinclair is one of Africa’s foremost field experts and has led many expeditions to find and 
research birds. He is the most published author on the birds of Africa and its adjacent islands 
and has written over 20 bird books. 
Phil Hockey (1956-2013) was Director at the Percy Fitzpatrick Institute of African Ornithology 
at the University of Cape Town. He was a recognized authority on the biology of southern 
African birds, and was Editor-in-chief of the 7

th
 edition of Roberts Birds of Southern Africa. 

Peter Ryan is an Associate Professor at the University of Cape Town’s Percy Fitzpatrick 
Institute of Ornithology, and is currently serving as president of BirdLife South Africa. He has 
written several books. 



 
 

FIELD GUIDE 

2 Greater southern Africa has a wealth of mammal species, almost 400 – all of which are covered in 
this fully updated, comprehensive field guide. 
 
Now expanded to include species found in Angola, Zambia and Malawi, it has also been 
extensively revised to include: the most recent research and taxonomy, revised distribution maps 
and many new images, colour-coded grouping of families, spoor and size icons, skull 
photographs, grouped for easy comparison, detailed descriptions of each species, offering insight 
into key identification characters, typical behaviour, preferred habitat, food choice, reproduction 
and longevity. 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
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Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

STUARTS’ FIELD GUIDE TO MAMMALS 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

Chris and Mathilde Stuart are the highly regarded authors of a range of books on African 
mammals, wildlife and conservation, as well as scientific papers and popular articles. Much of 
their time is spent travelling the world, studying wild mammals and promoting their 
conservation. 



 
 

 
FIELD GUIDE 

2 Minerals are the building blocks of rocks – they make up the solid Earth’s crust. Understanding 
Minerals & Crystals takes a close look at minerals, how they form, why they differ and how to go 
about identifying them. 
 
It begins by examining the nature of atoms and the way they bind together to form minerals with 
distinctive crystal structures; and it discusses the nature and classification of these crystals, and 
includes a mineral identification key. 
  
The second part of the book contains detailed descriptions of some 80 common and important 
minerals, including how they were named, their properties, ID pointers, uses and where in the 
world they are found. All are lavishly illustrated with full-colour photographs. 
 
This book will be invaluable to those interested in any of the earth sciences, or in mineral/crystal 
collecting – from academics and students to general enthusiasts. 
 

Publication: 
Publisher: 
 
Agent: 
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September 2015 
Struik Nature, an imprint of Penguin Random House, 
South Africa 
Aoife Lennon-Ritchie 
 

UNDERSTANDING 
MINERALS & CRYSTALS  

 

Bruce Cairncross is Professor of Geology and Chairman of the Geology Department at the 
University of Johannesburg. He has a special interest in documenting and preserving southern 
Africa’s mineralogical heritage, and is author or co-author of a number of books, including Field 
Guide to Rocks & Minerals of Southern Africa and Pocket Guide: Rocks & Mineral of Southern 
Africa. 
Terence McCarthy is a retired Professor of Mineral Geochemistry at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. He has wide research interests in the earth sciences, including economic and 
environmental geology, geochemistry and geomorphology, and is a leading expert on the 
geology of wetlands. He is co-author of The Story of Earth and Life and How on Earth? 


